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KEEP YOUR CAR IN TIP TOP CONDITION! 


SEE FEATURE ON 
PACES 20-21 



GOODBYE TO GOLDEN LOCKS! 



Nine-year-old Gemma Chester made an unusual donation to charity yesterday - her golden hair, which 
will be made into a wig for young girls undergoing cancer treatment. The Llangan Primary School pupil 
visited Fich and Ramous in Cowbridge, along with her mum Caroline (above). 

The gem’s printing deadline means that we will have to return to this story in full next week 
- and just wait until you see Mum after her trim! 



Winter Wonderland 
Weekend! 

Join us on 7th and 8th 
December for the launch 
of our fabulous new 

Tayberry 
Clothing Range 

and enjoy 10% discount 
on ail of your shopping 
and a glass of warm 
mulled wine 

Town Hall Square 
Cowbridge 
CF71 7EE 

www.beaglesofcowbridge.com 

01446 771995 


DIAMOND 
WEDDING JOY 
FOR RETA 
AND DAVID! 


A COUPLE who 
arrived in 

Cowbridge almost 
50 years ago, are 
celebrating their 
diamond wedding 
anniversary today 
(Thursday). 

Since the day when 
they moved to 
Cowbridge from Cardiff, 
David and Reta Thomas 
have become stalwarts of 
the town - running a 
High Street business and 
being involved in numer¬ 
ous town activities. 

Reta told The GEM: 
“We both wanted to live 
here, and bought a house 
to turn into a business. 
All our friends in Cardiff 
thought we were mad!” 

That business was 
Sorrento - and even 
when they encountered 
some setbacks, the cou¬ 
ple have never for a 
moment regretted their 
decision. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 4) 


Tragic death of 
Cowbridge woman 
in road accident 


A COWBRIDGE 
woman has died 
after her car left the 
road as she trav¬ 
elled between St 
Athan and Cardiff. 

South Wales Police 
named her as Jenny 
Barrett, 74, from 
Cowbridge. At the 
moment, the time that 
the crash took place is 
unknown. 

Police can only place 
it as “sometime between 
5pm on Saturday, 
November 30, and 
11.35am on Sunday, 
December 1”. 

Her family paid the 
following tribute to her, 
saying: “Jenny was a 
lively, bright, outgoing 
and independent lady 
who made the most of 
her retirement. She was a 
keen bridge player and a 
member of U3A. 

“She was a much¬ 
loved mother, great¬ 
grandmother and 

‘Manga’ to four beautiful 
grandchildren. 

“The incident is 
unbearably sudden and 
our loss is indescrib¬ 
able.” 

South Wales Police 
are continuing to appeal 
for any witnesses to the 
incident. Mrs Barrett 
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was driving a green 
Ford Fiesta along St 
Athan Road when it left 
the road. 

A police spokesman 
said: “South Wales 
Police wish to speak to 
anyone who witnessed 
the collision or the vehi¬ 
cle, which had travelled 
from the Barry area on 
the evening of Saturday, 
November 30, and who 
has not yet given their 
details to the police.” 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion is asked to contact 
the South Wales Police 
Roads Policing Unit at 
Gwaelod y Garth, 
Cardiff on 02920 633438 
or 101 or Crime stoppers 
on 0800 555111. 



ABOVE: Jenny 
Barrett, who died 
when her car left 
the road. 


Award Winning 
Bangiadeshi & 
Indian Cuisine 


www.shampan.org.net 
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Early Bird 
Specials 

4 Course Meal only 
£8.50 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon, Tue & Thurs 5.30-7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass 
of house wine/soft drink, 
dine in only. 

NEW Sunday Banquet 

Choice, Starter, Mains plus 4 other 
items ONLY £8.50. 

Children (up to 10) £4.95 

Wednesday 
all evening 

4 Course Meal £9.95 
5.30pm-11pm 


Book now for 
CHRISTMAS 
DAY DINNER 

Traditional 
Sunday Lunch 
or Indian Dinner 

£20 per person 

inc. glass of 

_ champagne 

Our MEAL DEAL SPECIALS 
are too good to miss! 

70 Eastgate, Cowbridge * 01446 771682/774590 

NOW OPEN: Monday - Saturday 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Banquet 12 noon - I I pm 

Open 7 days a week 5.30-1 2.00pm 
including Bank Holidays 
****Food Hygiene - Scores on the doors 














































































2 - THE GEM 


wwwJacebooLcom/slamorsansem www,twitter,com/sem news _Thursday, December 5th, 2013 


'LDP allocates 
too many 
houses for 
Cowbridge' 


RMIP<l])JMrAMTri We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS AND A CONTACT 

TELEPHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, DON JOHN, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, 
j Graig House, ^ 

"Hit and run driver has 
ruined our Christmas’ 


I AM appealing to the person who 
severely damaged my silver green 
Toyota Avensis at Asda car park in 
Bridgend between 11am and 11.30am on 
Saturday, November 23, who decided to 
drive off and not leave any details. 

When you drove off, did you feel smug that you 
got away with it? How would you feel if it hap¬ 
pened to you or your family? Well, your actions 
have had massive consequences for my family and 
I want you to know, so you will have another 
opportunity to do the right thing. 

I am a married mum of two young girls who 
were so excited as I had a rare Saturday off work, 
and we were going home to prepare the house for 
our Christmas decorations. 

You not only ruined that for them, but they 
were crying uncontrollably, as they know that 
money is tight in our household at the moment. 

I felt outraged that someone would drive off 
and sick to the pit of my stomach as I knew we 

The saga of free 
school transport 


didn’t have the money at the moment to fix it. We 
are fully insured, but our premiums will rocket to 
such a level, the penalties will cost more than the 
repair. 

We wanted to part-exchange our car for a 
newer car next year, as we need reliability with a 
young family. Your actions have taken at least 
£1,000 off the value of our car, if we don’t have 
the work done. 

I work full time across evenings and nights to 
make ends meet, and I have been taking on extra 
shifts to pay for Christmas. 

On Christmas Day, when you are opening pres¬ 
ents and wishing everyone ‘Merry Christmas’, 
remember my family whose Christmas has been 
ruined. 

If you have an ounce of decency, do the right 
thing and supply your details - if not, I pity your 
ethics and can only imagine you will be bragging 
about how you got away with it. How very sad. 

Oh, and to those of you in Asda car park at 
that time who may have heard or saw what hap¬ 
pened, shame on you for not noting the registra¬ 
tion number and passing it to security. 

(Name and address supplied). 

MP replies to critics 


T he Draft 
Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Local Development 
Plan (LDP) pro¬ 
duced by the 
Labour-led Council 
administration fol¬ 
lows Labour’s 
promise at the last 
election to ‘Scrap 
the LDP’, as adver¬ 
tised in The GEM 
dated April 26. 

Emphasis was placed 
on the ‘SCRAP’ in capi¬ 
tal letters rather than the 
smaller “and consult to 
produce a sustainable 
alternative”. 

When you compare 
the current draft plan to 
the earlier one produced 
by the Conservative 
administration, it is 
obvious that many of the 
original proposals are 
retained. 

The most significant 
difference is the reduc¬ 
tion in housing alloca¬ 
tion in the Barry area 
(represented mainly by 
Labour), and a subse¬ 
quent increase in the 
rural Vale (represented 
mainly by 

Conservatives) to bal¬ 
ance the total require¬ 
ment which remains at 
the same level. 

In Cowbridge for 
example, this has 
increased the percentage 
of the total figure for the 
Vale from 2 per cent to 7 
per cent. 

They achieved this by 
raising the proposed 
number of houses on 
land adjoining St Athan 
Road by 30 and adding 
390 on land near Darren 
Close, the area where in 
2003 a planning propos¬ 
al for 145 houses was 
rejected following a pub¬ 
lic inquiry. 

In her foreword to the 
Deposit LDP, the 
Cabinet Member for 


Planning and 
Transportation states that 
“sufficient emphasis is 
being placed on provid¬ 
ing for an appropriate 
level of growth” for 
communities to ensure 
“their long term sustain¬ 
ability and vitality”. 

We believe that the 
growth proposed for the 
rural Vale, especially 
Cowbridge, is dispropor¬ 
tionate. 

Currently there are 
insufficient car parking 
spaces resulting in the 
town being grid locked 
at times. With 420 addi¬ 
tional houses proposed 
in Cowbridge, expansion 
of nearby villages, and 
with no proposals for 
additional car parking, it 
will deter people from 
visiting or shopping and 
will in fact reduce the 
vitality of the area. 

We would refute that 
the plan is sustainable, 
especially as the current 
administration has 
presided over the demise 
of the village bus servic¬ 
es. 

The proposals are out 
for public consultation 
until 5pm on December 
20, and it is important 
that if anyone wishes to 
comment that they make 
a formal representation 
by that date. This is 
because the final plans, 
when approved, will 
establish the planning 
policy for the Vale until 
2026. 

It is against this plan, 
once in place, that all 
planning applications 
will be considered. 
Representations (includ¬ 
ing objections) can be 
made online, on forms in 
your local library, by let¬ 
ter or email. 

Geoffrey Cox, Hunter 
Jarvie and 
Andrew Parker, 
(Conservative members 
for Cowbridge on the 
Vale Council). 


T he presump¬ 
tion by par¬ 
ents that they 
should have free 
school transport for 
their offspring 
never ceases to 
amaze me. 

I am well aware that 
the current legislation 
puts a duty on the local 
authority to provide free 
transport to the nearest 
suitable school, where 
the shortest walking 
route to school is more 
than three miles for sec¬ 
ondary and more than 
two miles for primary 
schools. (Bridgend 
Borough Council oper¬ 
ates a more generous 
limit of two and one- 
and-a-half miles respec¬ 
tively). 

However, the system 
is flawed and has been 
for many a year, simply 
because it is unequitable 
- those pupils living 
2.99 miles from school 
are required to walk or 
pay on local public 
transport - if, indeed 
that transport exists. 


H ere we go 
again! Mr 
Cameron pro¬ 
fesses a wish to limit 
the projected number 
of Bulgarians and 
Romanians relocating 
to the UK. 

So what does he do? 
He announces that legis¬ 
lation will be enacted, 
but not by the vital date 
of January 1, to deprive 
them of unlimited rights 
to benefits. 

If I was contemplating 
emigrating from those 


Those ‘enjoying’ free 
transport should really 
be required to pay for 
those final three miles to 
school or made to walk! 

This charge could be 
nominal - perhaps £250 
per child per annum (the 
true cost of provision is 
probably more than 
twice this figure) and the 
money raised could be 
used for additional dis¬ 
cretionary school trans¬ 
port to those currently 
not entitled to free trans¬ 
port but who would be 
expected to pay a similar 
charge if they wanted to 
use the facility. 

This possible way for¬ 
ward was muted some 
10 years ago by the 
Welsh Government, but 
no unitary authority 
would volunteer to trial 
such a scheme. I would 
suggest that now is the 
time to reconsider with 
budgets under renewed 
pressure - why should 
the taxpayer be subsidis¬ 
ing the current out-dated 
system? 

Mr C Edwards, 
Bridgend. 


two countries to the UK, 
then rather than defer 
my departure, I would 
be making urgent plans 
to come in one month’s 
time. 

Do not delay; get to 
the UK as soon as possi¬ 
ble! 

You do not have to be 
much of a psychologist 
to realise this. 

Another self-fulfilling 
Government promise. 
Hey ho. 

Christopher Short, 
Barry. 


WO letters in 
last week’s 
GEM raised 
questions to which I 
would like to 
respond. 

The first was interest¬ 
ing in that it seemed to 
criticise me for being 
active in the local com¬ 
munity and disapproved 
of The GEM for report¬ 
ing it. 

Naturally, I cannot 
speak for The GEM, but 
can assure Mr Reed that 
I take my responsibility 
as a local MP very seri¬ 
ously and do all possible 
to champion and support 
causes in Barry and the 


I N 2011, the Vale 
Council decided 
to reduce senior 
management, 
achieving a mini¬ 
mum saving of 
£220,000 by 
2012/13. 

As a result, several 
senior managers were 
eventually made redun¬ 
dant and compensated 
with confidential 
amounts and other man¬ 
agers promoted. 

The council’s state¬ 
ments of account reveal 
that over the past two 
financial years, 15 exit 
packages were paid to 
staff earning above 
£40,000, totalling 
£948,703. 

However, there were 
four more staff earning 


Vale. If I can help with 
any group, I hope this 
letter will act as a 
reminder of my interest. 

The second letter was 
mischievous and tried to 
tie me with a call for tax 
changes. I can wholly 
associate my position 
with that of the PM’s, 
who rejected any such 
suggestion immediately. 

Naturally, I am an 
advocate for lower taxes 
and continually lobby 
the Chancellor to go 
even further, when the 
nation’s deficit and debt 
are reduced. This is the 
best way to reward hard 
working families. 

Alun Cairns MP, 

Vale of Glamorgan. 


above £60,000 last year 
compared with 2010/11, 
including one more 
above £100,000. 

GEM readers will also 
recall an increase of 4.8 
per cent in the communi¬ 
ty charge this year, and 
the council leader’s 
statement that another 
increase is inevitable 
next year. 

Taking into considera¬ 
tion promotions and 
other increased manage¬ 
rial costs, it is time the 
council clearly demon¬ 
strated to tax payers 
what savings, if any, 
were actually achieved 
as a result of the senior 
management ‘reduc¬ 
tions’. 

Dennis Harkus, 
FocusBARRY member, 
Barry. 


Place your Season’s 
Greetings in The 
Glamorgan GEM for 
only £15 + VAT - call 
us on 01446 774484 or 
email: gemsales 
©tindlenews.co. uk 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 


‘Get your ticket 
to the UK now!’ 



‘Council needs to 
state what savings 
are achieved’ 


Bryneithin home 
is needed for 
dementia care 


I CANNOT begin 
to describe how 
I feel about the 
future of the former 
Bryneithyn care 
home site being 
considered for any¬ 
thing other than 
dementia care - 
devastated does not 
cover it! 

As a carer for one of 
more than 100 sufferers 
of Young Onset 
Dementia in the Vale, I 
cannot believe that the 
‘powers that be’ cannot 
see the need for suitable 
care for younger people 
afflicted by this terrible 
disease. 

My husband recently 
had one week respite 
care at Barry Hospital. 

The staff were won¬ 
derful but the situation 
was not! 

Eor an ex-carer to 
spend a week on a ward 
with people 20 years 
older, and with more 
advanced dementia, only 
resulted in constant tear¬ 
ful pleas to return home, 
and the thought that he 
was seeing his own fate 
made him so depressed. 


If this is indicative of 
a fair and caring society, 
I want to die before I am 
reliant on it! I am not 
alone in thinking that we 
as carers are so tired 
both physically and 
emotionally in our car¬ 
ing role that we accept 
any offer of help grate¬ 
fully and feel this is the 
intention - grind ‘em 
down and they will take 
what is offered regard¬ 
less of the suitability! 

Well enough is 
enough! The people we 
care for are people we 
love. They are people 
with feelings and a basic 
human right to appropri¬ 
ate care! 

I am calling for the 
Vale Council to prove 
they do have a caring 
bone in their body by 
providing the care for 
our loved ones we are 
crying out for - and stop 
wasting money on luxu¬ 
ries to keep themselves 
comfortable in work! 

One day they may 
find themselves in my 
situation and wish they 
had listened. 

Mrs Pat Hopkins, 
Barry. 


Club planned for 
disabled ramblers 


1 AM a disabled 
person who uses 
a power scooter 
to enable me to 
enjoy the local 
amenities and the 
countryside; as 
such, I am hoping 
to form a disabled 
ramblers club. 

If, like me, you enjoy 
the countryside, and 
would like to enjoy it in 
the company of others - 
or you would simply like 
the opportunity to meet 
likeminded disabled 
folks, and get some fresh 
air on a regular basis, 
then this is the club for 
you. 

Obviously, I am 
aware that most disabled 
scooters are not capable 
of venturing far into the 
‘rough’, and as such, I 
am initially proposing 


we utilise the local 
paved country walks, 
such as Cosmeston. 

I do not intend asking 
for a joining fee. 
Eventually, I hope to 
gain access to ATV 
scooters for those with 
no access and venture 
further afield. 

I envisage each dis¬ 
abled rambler to be 
accompanied by carers if 
needed and need to 
emphasise that those dis¬ 
abled who get around on 
crutches, sticks and 
walkers would, of 
course, be most wel¬ 
come. 

If I have piqued your 
interest, or you would 
like to discuss further, 
please call 

07926641858, or email 
me on 

vogdr@ gmx. co. uk. 

Mark Vernon, 

Barry. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 12) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

05 Thur 

07.43 

10.4 

20.05 

10.2 

06 Fri 

08.31 

10.3 

20.54 

10.0 

07 Sat 

09.16 

9.9 

21.42 

9.6 

08 Sun 

10.11 

9.7 

22.33 

9.1 

09 Mon 

11.04 

9.2 

23.33 

8.6 

10 Tues 



12.06 

8.8 

11 Wed 

00.39 

8.3 

13.13 

8.4 

12 Thur 

01.52 

8.2 

14.24 

8.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table specif¬ 
ic to their location. 


E-Mail Contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenewsxo,uk • gemsales@tindlenewsxo,uk • Tel 01446 774484 
Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF71 7EL. 
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Chamber of trade’s 
appeal following 
Reindeer Parade 


FOLLOWING the esti¬ 
mated 25,000 turnout for 
the Reindeer Parade, 
Cowbridge Chamber of 
Trade believes the town 
can boast one of the 
biggest festive events in 
Wales. 

A spokesperson explained: 
“Over the past 20 years,the 
Reindeer Parade has become 
one of the biggest Christmas 


events in the country. 

“It is the chamber of trade that 
funds the vast majority of the 
event. 

“The Lions’ club raises 
money from the event for their 
own charitable causes. 

“The police estimate that 
20,000 to 25,000 people attend¬ 
ed the parade this year, illustrat¬ 
ing how much it elevates the 
profile of the town as a whole.” 

The spokesperson issued an 
appeal: “We want to thank our 


existing members for support 
and to encourage those who are 
not already members to join the 
chamber. 

“Without an increase in mem¬ 
bership, next year’s event will 
not go ahead.” 

The chamber liaises with the 
town council. Vale Council and 
elected representatives on issues 
that affect businesses in the 
town. 

Membership is £15 a month. 


The festive season off 
to a wonderful start 


FTER the 
inspiring-cer¬ 
emonies for 
Remembrance Day 
on November 10-11, 
my thoughts turn to 
preparations for 
our Christmas cele¬ 
brations. 

On November 12,1 
attended a presentation 
at Waitrose to celebrate 
donations given to a 
number of charities. I 
was there with the LIFT 
group for breast cancer 
support. This was a very 
pleasant evening. 

November 19 was our 
full council meeting to 
chair, followed by a 
morning meeting the 
next day to finalise 
details and ensure that 
the Reindeer Parade 
would mn smoothly. 

The chamber of trade, 
police, the Lions, Rotary 
and the town council 
were there to check 
details to cover all safety 
aspects. 

December 21 was a 
lovely evening at the 
preview of the Christmas 
Tree Festival in Holy 


Festive fayre 

ON Saturday, 

November 30, Treoes 
village hall became a 
winter wonderland, 
decorated with a 
Christmas theme. 

There were many 
interesting stalls includ¬ 
ing jewellery, cakes and 
refreshments. Local resi¬ 
dent Lorraine West was 
there to entertain the 
children, and the money 
raised, about £350, will 
benefit Saron Chapel. 

To continue with the 
Christmas theme, on 
Sunday, December 8, 
Saron holds a celebration 
with a service at 3pm, 
when the village children 
will entertain their mums 
and dads with songs and 
music. 

Following the service, 
children and parents will 
proceed to the village 
hall, where a tea will be 
waiting and a certain per¬ 
son in a red coat and a 


Cross Church. There 
were approximately 50 
trees, all decorated by 
schools, churches, soci¬ 
eties and businesses in 
our area. 

The decorations on all 
the trees were so clever 
and all so different, rep¬ 
resenting the interests of 
all the contributors. 

It was a very sociable 
evening with mulled 
wine and nibbles. Then 
we were entertained to a 
concert by Meibion y 
Machlud. 

The following night 
there was a concert, in 
the church again, as part 
of the tree festival. This 
time, it featured the 
Cowbridge Male Voice 
choir. It was a splendid 
evening, including 
singing of the highest 
quality and some of my 
favourite Welsh hymns. 

We were also privi¬ 
leged to be entertained 
by a wonderful local 
harpist, Megan Morris, 
studying at The Royal 
College of Music. She is 
so talented. I am sure we 
will hear a lot more of 
this young lady. 

Another feast of 


long white beard will 
arrive! 

St C annas 
Church 

ST CANNAS will cele¬ 
brate Christmas with a 
Eucharist service on 
December 8 at 11.15am. 

On Sunday, December 
22 at 11am, a service of 
lessons and carols will be 
followed by mince pies 
and a service will be held 
on Christmas Day at 
10am. 

Everyone able to 
attend will be assured of 
a warm welcome. 

Reminder 

LLANGAN SCHOOL 
will celebrate with a 
carol concert on 
December 11 at 2pm. A 
warm welcome is 
extended to the senior 
retired folk of the sur¬ 
rounding area; 

Llangan, St Mary Hill, 
Treoes and Penllyne. 


COWBRIDGE 

MAYOR’S 

DIARY 



by Coun 
Gwen Baty 


music greeted us the 
very next night when my 
consort and I went to the 
finals of the competi¬ 
tions to find the best 
singers in the Vale. 

These competitions 
are run by Music in the 
Vale, and standards were 
extremely high! The 
young people had been 
there all day, through a 
series of preliminaries. 

We were treated to the 
four finalists in each 
group. The junior group 
was for ages eight to 12 
and I am pleased to tell 
you this award went to 
Huw Jones, a 
Llanblethian boy, who 
has just left Ysgol lolo 
Morgannwg to attend the 
Welsh comprehensive 
school in Barry. 

The intermediates sec¬ 
tion 13-17 was won by 
Jodie Bird, a young lady 
already well-known for 
the quality of her 
singing! 

Next, there were three 
vocal ensembles, all of 
exceptional ability. This 
group was won by two 
very talented singers, 
Jodie Bird and Manon 
Ogwen Parry. 

The final group was 
forages 18-24. All four 
of these singers were 
studying at the Royal 
College of Music - three 
sopranos and one bari¬ 
tone. 

All would have been 
worthy winners, but the 
prize was given to the 
baritone! 

The following day 
was our spectacular 
Reindeer Parade. The 
weather was perfect, and 
the crowds turned up in 
thousands. There was a 
wonderful party atmos¬ 


phere everywhere with 
all the children waving 
their balloons and wait¬ 
ing for Santa Claus. 
While we waited, we 
were entertained on 
stage by soloists and the 
Rock Band. Compere 
Aubrey Parsons did a 
wonderful job of keep¬ 
ing us entertained. 

We then heard the 
town crier announcing 
the arrival of Santa. 

RAF St Athan Voluntary 
band were behind the 
town crier, and next 
there was the sleigh car¬ 
rying Santa and accom¬ 
panied by a number of 
his elves - adults and 
children large and small 
with his beautiful rein¬ 
deer. What a display! 

Next was the donkey 
and the wonderful 
Nativity parade, to 
remind us what 
Christmas is about. 

Our thanks to all 
those young people who 
took part. 

Cowbridge is so lucky 
Santa finds time to visit 
us when he is so busy! 
The day ended with 
Lucy, I^odri and Ruth 
having time off from tel¬ 
evision presenting to 
turn on our Christmas 
tree lights, followed by a 
firework display - a 
great day, with a lovely 
ending. 

None of this would 
have been possible with¬ 
out a tremendous 
amount of work, so we 
must thank the Chamber 
of Trade and especially 
its chairman, chief elf, 
Alun John, for their 
organisation and finan¬ 
cial input. 

We thank the Lions 
for helping to see that all 
went well; the police for 
their efforts in keeping 
us safe and within health 
and safety rules, and the 
Rotary Club for their 
support. 

Last, but certainly not 
least, our town hall staff 
are on duty all day, pro¬ 
viding space for the 
grotto and mince pies to 
keep people going while 
waiting for Santa. 

A lovely end to a busy 
week and a great start to 
our Christmas. 

I look forward to see¬ 
ing as many of you as 
possible at my Christmas 
coffee morning in aid of 
my charities. It is on 
Saturday, December 7. 




COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
&STMARYfflLL 

Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


‘Doh’ - it’s Y Bont Faen 
Primary’s fundraising day 



CHILDREN in Need Day 
at Y Bont Faen has always 
been a ‘full on’ affair, and 
this year was no exception! 

The pupils were greeted on the 
gate by a VIB (Very Important 
Bear), Pudsey! 

After being hugged and danced 
with, the pupils let Pudsey enter 
the building for their world record 
attempt - the largest ‘Doh Disco’ 
ever! 

A Doh Disco - developed by 
Shonette Basen - a Foundation 
Phase leader and friend to the Y 
Bont Faen family, helps pupils 
develop their motor skills using 
disco music and play doh. 

There are key moves that must 
be performed - rolling, sausaging, 
squeezing and free styling with 
individual fingers - but you can 
add to it as much as you like! 


So, into the hall went every 
pupil, staff member including our 
lovely canteen staff, our chair of 
governors and visitors to the 
school - oh, and Pudsey, armed 
with a pot of play doh set the 
world record for the largest doh 
disco! 

The record attempt was sent to 
the Guinness Book of World 
Records for adjudication, and the 
school is waiting eagerly for their 
decision. 

Y Bont Faen has already started 
discussions with Shonette and 
other schools to create a nation¬ 
wide record doh disco attempt 
next year. 

Pupils had baked cakes and bis¬ 
cuits which were sold to the 
pupils, staff, parents and visitors 
to the school. 

Finally, Y Bont Faen was invit¬ 


ed to take part in the Children in 
Need broadcast on Radio 2 and 
appeared on the both the Welsh 
and national versions of the main 
television programme. 

The school raised nearly £600 
and are proud to be such strong 
supporters of this amazing charity. 
If you would like to witness our 
doh disco or listen to our broad¬ 
cast, then click/tap along to the Y 
Bont Faen website, tap/click ‘chil¬ 
dren’ on our signpost, then 
Podcasts - where you can see 
what we got up to! 

Y Bont Faen would like to thank 
our friends at Costco for arrang¬ 
ing Pudsey’s visit, Colorfoto for 
their photography of the event and 
to all the families and friends ofY 
Bont Faen who made our day so 
special. 

MG 


ST HILARY WI MAKE THEIR 
FESTIVE ARRANGEMENTS! 


T he 

November 
meeting of St 
Hilary WI took 
place in the Village 
Hall, when 
arrangements were 
finalised for the 
Christmas dinner 
to be held on 
December 17. 

Jo Williams was 
also asked if she would 
play some carols. The 
Glamorgan newsletter 
was read and dis¬ 
cussed. An invitation 
to Pendoylan WI 
annual carol service on 


December 11 was read 
out and several mem¬ 
bers expressed their 
desire to attend. 

Molly Ranger gave 
an amusing report on 
the Glamorgan 
Federation of WIs’ 
autumn council meet¬ 
ing held in Port 
Talbot. 

As there was no 
speaker this month, it 
was decided to have 
supper and the 
evening concluded 
with an auction to 
boost Institute funds. 

Jenny Hughes, the 
treasurer and ‘resi¬ 
dent’ auctioneer, led 
the proceedings and a 


noisy and entertaining 
interlude followed. 

The Christmas 
Dinner will be held on 


December 17, a week 
later than usual 
because of double 
booking problems. 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour Inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. Jjg 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 

01656 349 296 
01443 625019 
02920 291 000 



WWW. 

timeforyou 

.co.uk 


CAROLS 

PLEA 

RESIDENTS are being 
asked to join in singing 
carols around the vil¬ 
lage of Bonvilston on 
December 13 and 14 
from 6pm - 8pm. 

All proceeds will go to 
Ty Hafan. Please meet at 
entrance to Village Farm. 
Wrap up warm and bring 
a torch! For further 
information telephone 
01446 781309. 

CHILDREN’S 

SERVICE 

ZOAR Presbyterian 
Church, Bonvilston, 
invites residents to a 
children’s Christmas 
service on Sunday, 
December 15, at Ham, 
with Rev Meirion 
Morris. 

Carols, presents from 
the Christmas tree, and 
refreshments will be 
available at the end of 
service. Everybody wel¬ 
come (telephone 01446 
781309). 


WEST FARM 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 

Mr Stefano Susanna DVM, MRCVS 
Mrs Sonia Susanna DVM, MRCVS 

Special Offer: 

Your kitten or puppy 

vaccinated, flea 
treated, wormed 
and identichipped 
all for only £51.06 

DECEMBER OFFER 

10% OFF NEUTERING 

Please email us at: westfarmvets@hotmail.co.uk 

so that we may update you on our latest offers, 
boosters and worming reminders 



North Road, 
Cowbridge 
01446 774016 


Poundfield, 


Llantwit Major 
01446 794972 


The perfect Christmas present... 
GIFT VOUCHERS NOW AVAILABLE 
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'Cowbridge residents 
should oppose LDP’ 

SAYS GEM READER 



ABOVE: The flooded field near St Athan Road. 


A S A Cowbridge resi¬ 
dent, I would like to 
urge everyone to get 
involved and have their say on 
the new draft Local 
Development Plan, as LDP 
officers from the Vale Council 
(who probably don’t live in 
Cowbridge) are proposing to 
build over 400 houses in the 
town. 

This will have a detrimental affect 
and change the character of where we 
live. Please note you will have to 
resubmit any previous submission, as 
this is a new draft LDP consultation. 

The 130 houses proposed off St 
Athan Road, which is currently out¬ 
side the Cowbridge boundary - and 
in a Special Landscape Area - is a 
real threat to begin a sprawl of tight¬ 
ly-packed houses and ruin the rural 
feel of where we live. 


The photograph {above) is of the 
field next to where those homes are 
planned. This field was flooded for 
about three months last winter and it 
seems ludicrous the council are happy 
to build high density homes so close. 

Surely the run off in such a loca¬ 
tion will put extra pressure on the 
sewerage works, which is also right 
next to this flooded area? 

Why can’t planners just leave 
towns special and with character, 
rather than turning them into one 
massive housing estate like any other 
place in the country, just to meet 
over-ambitious housing targets? 
Cowbridge is unique and that is why 
we choose to live here. 

Also, even if the proposed houses 
are not near where you live, please 
just think about the knock on effect 
with extra traffic, parking and 
increased pressure on local services. 

A concerned 
Cowbridge resident. 


Reta and David celebrate 
their diamond anniversary 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1 

Reta and David are 
not quite childhood 
sweethearts. They both 
went to Cathays High 
School in Cardiff but 
they did not meet until 
1949, when David was a 
sixth former, and Reta 
was two years younger 
and in the fifth form. 

David explained: 
“Cathays was segregat¬ 
ed. The girls and boys 
went to the same school 
site, but they did not mix 
at all. That was not 
allowed.” 

Reta travelled to 
school by tram from 
Albany Road, while 
David walked from the 
opposite direction, so it 
was no great surprise that 
it took them so long to 
meet. 



Reta and David Thomas and (left) on their wedding day at 
St Margaret’s Church, Roath, Cardiff 


“We double-checked pathetic bank, 
and Cowbridge didn’t Things did settle 
It had been a doctor’s have one, so that’s what down, and soon a fourth 


However, once they three children, Robert they spotted a house for 
did meet, it didn’t take (seven), Gillian (five) sale on the High Street, 
too long before they and Peter (three), but 

decided to tie the knot. In they had their hearts set practice, and it needed we decided on!” 

1953, 19-year-old Reta on running a business in quite a bit of work, but 
Cowbridge. 

David said: 

“Cowbridge was very was confident it had the ter deal was to offer bet- 


Dawkins married 21- 
year-old David Thomas, 
and they started life 
together in Cardiff. 

Reta worked as a sec¬ 
retary for one of the ship¬ 
ping firms in the docks - 
or Cardiff Bay as it is 
now known. 


David’s experience in retail price maintenance, 
shop fitting meant that he so the way to offer a bet- 


child, Pamela, arrived to 
It was the days of join a family that was 
heavily involved in life 
in Cowbridge. 

They were always reg¬ 
ular churchgoers, and 


different then. It had potential to be turned ter service, 
been a busy rural market into a shop. “ 

It was called Sorrento, 

so that became the name tains anywhere - not just a verger at Holy Cross. 


town some years before, 
but it had slipped.” 


David would go and David has served as a 
measure up and fit cur- churchwarden and is still 


This might have been of the business. 


due. 


She said: “I really absence of a by-pass, 
loved working there.” The A48 went right 


part, to the There was only one at pubs. 


private homes. He did so 


David did his National through the town, taking to sell? 
Service and then went to ^ traffic from west Reta said: 


more question. East 

What were they going Hospital! 

That 

We didn’t worked. 


He and Reta ran a 
schools, even youth club in the old 
Glamorgan institute (now Pocketful 
of Presents) that met two 
must have nights a week, 
because cus- David said: “We still 


work for his father who Wales to Cardiff, and the want to duplicate an tomers still come into the see regulars from that 


had a shopfitting busi- almost perma- existing business, so we 

ness. Then, he spent gently grid-locked. 


quite a few years work¬ 
ing for GKN. 

In 1964, they had 


Nevertheless, 


shop, which is now run club, although now they 
were racking our brains by daughter Gillian, ask are in their 50s!” 
until we saw a billboard for David and mention David was also 


Cowbridge was the place for a furniture shop in that they still have cur- 


they wanted to be and Cardiff. 


the 

youngest president of 


tains that he fitted 30 Cowbridge Rotary Club. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

(PROHIBITION AND RESTRICTION OF 
WAITING AND LOADING AND PARKING 
PLACES) (CIVIL ENFORCEMENT) 
(AMENDMENT) (NO 6) ORDER 2013 

1. On the 29th November 2013 The Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of 
its powers under Sections 1,2, 3, 4, 32, 35, 45, 46, 53 and 124 and Part IV of 
Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and Part 6 of the Traffic 
Management Act 2004 and all other enabling powers made an Order the 
general effect of which is as described below: 

2. The Order will come into operation on 9th December 2013 or on the dates 
that the signs and road markings are in place and be known as the "Vale of 
Glamorgan Council (Prohibition and Restriction of Waiting and Loading and 
Parking Places) (Civil Enforcement) (Amendment) (No 6) Order 2013" 

3. A copy of the Order and plans showing the affected areas may be seen at 
the address shown below during normal office hours. 

4. If you wish to question the validity of the Order or any provisions contained 
therein on the grounds that they are not within the powers conferred by the 
above Act or on the grounds that any requirement of the same or that any 
instrument made under it has not been complied with in relation to the Order, 
you may within six weeks from the 9th December 2013 apply to the High 
Court for this purpose. 

The following Traffic Regulation Order is to be amended as follows: 

Vale of Glamorgan Council (Prohibition and Restriction of Waiting and 
Loading and Parking Places) (Civil Enforcement) Order 2013 

SCHEDULE 1 

Delete from map schedules AA27 and AA28 - Limited Waiting, Monday to 
Saturday, 9:00am to 6:00pm, 1 hour no return within 1 hour. 

High Street (Part), Cowbridge 

On the northern side, from a point 62.7 metres west of its junction with the 
western entrance to Town Hall Square, westwards for a distance of 45 
metres. 

On the northern side, from a point 148 metres west of its junction with the 
western entrance to Town Hall Square, westwards for a distance of 44 metres. 

SCHEDULE 2 

Insert new map schedules AA27/6-13 and AA28/6-13 - Limited Waiting, 
Monday to Saturday, 9:00am to 6:00pm, 1 hour no return within 1 hour. 

High Street (Part), Cowbridge - 

On the northern side, from a point 62.7 metres west of its junction with the 
western entrance to Town Hall Square, westwards for a distance of 51 metres. 
On the northern side, from a point 145 metres west of its junction with the 
western entrance to Town Hall Square, westwards for a distance of 47 metres. 

Dated this 5th day of December 2013. 

M. E. Punter 

Director of Visible Services & Housing 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, The Alps, 

Wenvoe CF5 6AA _ _ _ _ 

BRO MORGANNWG 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 


CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 2013 

GORCHYMYN (GORFODI SIFIL) (DIWYGIO) 
(RHIF 6) (GWAHARDD ARCS, LLWYTHO A 
PHARCIO A CHYFYNGU AR ARCS LLWYTHO 
A PHARCIO) 

1 Ar 29 Tachwedd 2013, yr oedd Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei bwerau 
o dan Adrannau 1, 2, 3, 4, 32, 35, 45, 46, 53, a 124 a Rhan IV o Atodlen 9 
Deddf Rheoli Traffig Ffyrdd 1984, a Rhan 6 Deddf Rheoli Traffig 2004 a phob 
p_er galluogi arall, wedi gwneud Gorchymyn i’r diben cyffredinol a ddisgrifir 
isod: 

2. Daw’r Gorchymyn i rym ar 9 Rhagfyr 2013 neu ar y dyddiadau y bydd yr holl 
arwyddion a marciau ffordd yn eu lie. Fe’i hadwaenir fel ‘Gorchymyn (Gorfodi 
Sifil) (Diwygiedig) (Rhif 6) (Gwahardd Aros, Llwytho a Pharcio a Chyfyngu ar 
Arcs, Llwytho a Pharcio), (3yngor Bro Morgannwg 2013’. 

3. Cewch weld copi o’r Gorchymyn a chynlluniau sy’n dangos y mannau dan 
sylw, yn y cyfeiriad isod yn ystod oriau arferol swyddfa. 

4. Os hoffech ddadlau’n erbyn dilysrwydd y Gorchymyn neu’i ddarpariaethau 
am na chredwch fod gan y ddeddf uchod b_er i’w gweithredu, neu am y tybi- 
wch eu bod yn methu a chydymffurfio a gofynion y ddeddf uchod neu un o’i 
hofferynnau, bydd gennych chwe wythnos o 9 Rhagfyr 2013 i wneud cais i’r 
Uchel Lys i’r diben hwnnw. 

Bydd y gorchymyn Rheoli Traffig canlynol yn cael ei ddiwygio fel a ganlyn: 
Gorchymyn (Gorfodi Sifil) Gwahardd Aros, Llwyddo a Pharcio a Chyfyngu ar 
Aros, Llwytho a Pharcio 2013. 

ATODLEN1 

Dil_er y canlynol o atodlenni map AA27 ac AA28 - Cyfyngu ar Aros rhwng 
dydd LIun a dydd Sadwrn 9:00am - 6:00pm, 1 awr dim hawl dychwelyd o 
fewn yr awr. 

Y Stryd Fawr (rhan yn unig),Y Bont-faen 

Ar yr ochr ogleddol, o fan sy’n 62.7 medr i’r gorllewin o’r gyffordd a mynedfa 
orllewinol Sgwar Neuadd y Dref, am 45 medr i gyfeiriad y gorllewin. 

Ar yr ochr ogleddol, o fan sy’n 148 medr i’r gorllewin o’r gyffordd a mynedfa 
orllewinol Sgwar Neuadd y Dref am 44 medr i gyfeiriad y gorllewin. 

ATODLEN 2 

Cynhwyser atodlenni map newydd AA27/6-13 ac AA28/6-13 - Cyfyngu ar Aros 
rhwng dydd LIun a dydd Sadwrn 9:00am - 6:00pm, 1 awr dim hawl dychwelyd 
o fewn yr awr. 

Y Stryd Fawr (rhan yn unig),Y Bont-faen - 

Ar yr ochr ogleddol, o fan sy’n 62.7 medr i’r gorllewin o’r gyffordd a mynedfa 
orllewinol Sgwar Neuadd y Dref am 51 medr i gyfeiriad y gorllewin. 

Ar yr ochr ogleddol, o fan sy’n 145 medr i’r gorllewin o’r gyffordd a mynedfa 
orllewinol Sgwar Neuadd y Dref, am 47 medr i gyfeiriad y gorllewin. 

Dyddiedig 5 Rhagfyr 2013. 

M. E. Punter 

Cyfarwyddwr Gwasanaethau Gweladwy a Thai, 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, Canolfan yr Alpau, 

Gwenfo CF5 6AA 

BRO MORGANNWG 


VALE ol GLAMORGAN 


years ago! 
This i 


The diamond wedding 
generally celebrations will culmi- 


greeted by David telling nate with a get together 
them it’s about time they at The Bear Hotel this 


bought some new ones! 
Even at the age of 81, he 


Sunday, with 100 guests. 
Reta said: “We have 


still goes out to measure old friends who knew us 
up at customers’ homes, in primary and secondary 
Although they had a school, and David has 
good response to their friends from his National 
products, there were still Service coming as well.” 


some major problems. 


On the family front, 


Two years after they there will be 10 of their 
opened, the roof fell in - 12 grandchildren - two 
literally! Reta said: “It are in Australia - and 
looked like a scene from also there will be their 
the Blitz, with just two first great-grandchild - a 


walls standing.” 

For a young family 


boy. 

Reta and David still 


with three children it recall that decision to 
must have been a huge leave Cardiff and head 
shock, but they survived off to Cowbridge - 
that traumatic setback, against their friends’ 


thanks to help from fel¬ 
low traders - and a sym- 


advice - but it all turned 
out pretty well! 


Christmas market 
at Peterston-s-Ely 


PETERSTON- 
SUPER-ELY’S 
annual Christmas 
market and craft 
fair is on Saturday, 
December 14, from 
10am - 2pm in the 
church and commu¬ 
nity hall. 

As well as home¬ 
made cakes and produce, 
there is an expanded 


Peter’s Handbell Ringers 
will play, followed by 
carol singers to get 
everyone in the festive 
mood, along with mince 
pies, mulled wine, 
home-made soup and hot 
turkey rolls. 

There will be a lucky 
dip bran tub, face paint¬ 
ing and games to enter¬ 
tain the children. 

All proceeds are 


range of jams, jellies and 
chutneys. There will be a ^ , 

plant stall and a stall ““I 

- - improvements. 

If any craftsperson 
would like to book a 
stall, please contact Pat 
Cadwalladr on 01446 
760267, for further 
details. 


selling fresh Christmas 
decorations made by 
members of the Flower 
and Garden Club. 

The local primary 
school choir is coming 
along to sing, and the St 
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Llantwit casts light 
on Shelterbox cause 



ABOVE: Rotarians Dave Lane and Dave Rogers with the 
Mayoress, Coun Sylvia Geary. 


Cowbridge electronic 
Advent calendar 
makes sweet music! 


A CHARITY 
appeal in 

Cowbridge - offer¬ 
ing an ‘entertain¬ 
ment Advent calen¬ 
dar’ - has attracted 
more then 600 
online ‘hits’. 

Advent Live 

Cowbridge is a fun char¬ 
ity event run by local 
resident Sophie Fletcher 
in aid of Prostate 
Cymru. 

The event started on 
Sunday, December 1, 
with singer Aubrey 
Parsons kicking off the 
musical Advent calen¬ 
dar. 

So far this week, it 
has featured songs by 
Cowbridge Choral 
Society, Llew Evans and 
Emily Langford, as well 
as Y Bont Eaen Primary 
School Choir. 

The aim is to raise 
£1,000 for Prostate 


Cymru: “I couldn't have 
brought this community 
fundraising idea to life 
without talented local 
photographer Robert 
Eisher, of Elash Eisher 
Photography and the 
sponsorship we received 
from my brother, Oliver 
Hansen of Hansen 
Electrical,” Sophie 
Eletcher said. 

“I would also like to 
say a big thank you to 
the singers, musicians, 
schools and choirs for 
their participation and 
for making the filming 
and recording so enjoy¬ 
able.”. 

The videos have had 
over 600 views so far 
and numbers are grow¬ 
ing fast as people dis¬ 
cover the event and tune 
in. 

Yet so far the event is 
only two per cent 
towards its goal. 

Anyone wishing to 


Poppy Appeal ‘thank 
you’ to Cowbridge 


THANK you to the 
people of the 
Cowbridge area for 
their spirit and gen¬ 
erosity towards the 
2013 Royal British 
Legion Poppy 
Appeal. 

I have just received 
the interim collection 
figures showing the 
money collected from 
static boxes in shops, 
banks, pubs and at 
manned street collection 
points,. 

They amounted to just 
a smidgeon short of 
£ 10,000 - a massive 15 
per cent increase on last 
year’s collection figure, 
and a record for 
Cowbridge 

I would like to 
express my gratitude to 
the businesses that 
helped, the Lloyds Bank 
staff who counted the 
collection for us, and in 
particular the volunteers 


who manned collection 
points, sometimes in the 
most dreadful weather, 
but who actually collect¬ 
ed over 60 per cent of 
the total contributed. 

May I single out 
Haydn Painter, chair¬ 
man of Cowbridge 
Royal British Legion, 
who ‘rounded up’ and 
organised the volunteers 
without whom this 
achievement would not 
have been possible. 

I would also like to 
thank Cowbridge Town 
Council for organising 
the Remembrance Day 
parade, those who pur¬ 
chased wreaths to com¬ 
memorate the occasion, 
all the groups that took 
part, and the organisa¬ 
tions and people who 
supported the event on 
the day. 

DAVID HOWELL, 
Hon Poppy Appeal 
Organiser Cowbridge. 


support the appeal can 
contact www.justgiv 
ing. com/adventlivecow 
bridge 

There are also several 
dedicated donation 
buckets in locations 
around Cowbridge, 
including the Vale of 
Glamorgan Inn. 

A new video featur¬ 
ing Cowbridge venues 
and talent will be 
released every day of 
Advent at www.face- 
book.com/AdventLiveCo 
wbridge 


Country 

market 

Cowbridge Country 
Market will be taking 
last Christmas orders 
this Friday, December 
6, at the Lesser Hall 
from 9.30am-11.30am; 
and on Saturday 
(December 7) at the 
Farmers Market from 
9am-12.30pm. 

The usual range of 
baked produce, sweet 
and savoury, preserves 
etc will be on sale. 

The final market this 
year in the Lesser Hall 
will be on December 20. 

Organisers say they 
would be grateful for the 
return of empty standard 
jam jars, ready for the 
spring marmalade sea¬ 
son. 


AT the Llantwit 
Major Christmas 
lights festivities on 
Saturday, 
November 30, mem¬ 
bers from the 
town’s Rotary Club 
demonstrated 
Shelterbox to the 
many locals and vis¬ 
itors present. 


ment, cooking utensils, a 
basic tool kit, a children’s 
activity pack, a large 
durable tent and other 
vital items packed into a 
large green plastic box. 

At times of devasta¬ 
tion, Shelterboxes are 
a dispatched as quickly as 
possible to affected areas 
to provide on the ground 
relief for those made 


Shelterbox is the prod- homeless. In order to 
uct of an international help maintain supplies, 
charity founded in 2000 Rotary clubs from all 
in the Cornish town of over Britain raise money 
Helston. to replenish Shelterbox 

With support from stock, and on Saturday 
Rotary International and the Rotary club of 
its network of Rotary Llantwit Major through 
clubs, the charity has the generosity of people 
been able to provide present raised a total of 
emergency shelter and £35 from loose change 


lifesaving supplies for donations, 
families around the 2002 , 

world who are affected club of 

by disasters, at te time Ltawit Major through 

w/nt^n thAvr nAAn it mnct ^ 


when they need it most. 
Since the year 2000, 


the generosity of the 


Shelterbox has respond^ townspeople has raised 
ed to over 200 natural or tonds to provide nine 


manmade disasters 
around 90 countries. 

The shelterbox con- tries such 
tains a range of equip- Haiti, 
ment such as blankets. 


Shelterboxes, which 
were dispatched to coun- 
as Angola, 
Pakistan, 
Indonesia, Sudan and the 


groundsheets, water stor- Philippines, when disas- 
age and filtration equip- ters occurred. DR 


Maendy Young 
Farmers show 
off their talent 


MAENDY Young 
Farmers Club has 
been kept very busy 
over the last few 
weeks: on Friday, 
November 15 vari¬ 
ous competitions 
were held at 
Pendoylan School 
in which Maendy 
members demon¬ 
strated their vary¬ 
ing talents and 
skills. 

A team of five strong 
senior members debated 
on topics about the 
prison service, state pen¬ 
sion age and unsociable 
technology achieving a 
well deserved second 
place. 

The ‘Just a Minute’ 
team consisting of four 
intermediate members 
won this brand new 
competition introduced 
this year. 

New member. Holly 
Allen demonstrated her 
artistic flair in the 
Christmas wreath com¬ 
petition and was placed 
third on the night. 
Einally, enthusiastic jun- 


CHARITY SALE 
RAISED £850 

COWBRIDGE Stitch & Bitch has 
thanked all who supported the festive cof¬ 
fee morning and Craft sale in Lesser Hall 
Cowbridge on November 30. 

“A staggering £850 was raised for the Cardiff 
and Vale charity SOLACE which supports people 
with dementia and their carers,” said Pam Nobel, 
coordinator of the charity. “I really cannot tell 
you what a difference this will make to people 
engaged in craft art work who face so many hur¬ 
dles. Their self esteem goes through the roof.” 


ior members, Emma 
Popham and Sophie 
Thomas took part in the 
junior member competi¬ 
tion where they have to 
complete a CV, give a 
presentation and have an 
interview. 

Both girls did 
extremely well and 
achieved fourth and 
eighth place respective¬ 
ly- 

As part of a charity 
initiative, club members 
spent the evening of 
November 19 packing 
shoe boxes for 
‘Operation Christmas 
Child’. 

The project is the ini¬ 
tiative of Samaritan’s 
Purse, who will be giv¬ 
ing children in less for¬ 
tunate counties a shoe- 
box full of gifts. 

On November 26, 
members visited the 
mounted section of 
South Wales Police, 
where they were given 
a talk about the history 
and day-to-day running 
of the division. 

This was followed by 
a tour around the stables 
and a ‘meet and greet’ 
with the horses. 

If you are aged 
between 10 and 26 and 
are interested in becom¬ 
ing a member, contact 
club chairman, Tom 
Rees on 07738 913294, 
or visit website 
WWW. maendy-yfc. com. 

HL 


Another historical 
find uncovered at 
Llancarfan church 



A RARE treasure in the small 
Vale church of St Cadoc’s, 
Llancarfan, will be unveiled 
for the first time next week. 

The intricate, gilded early 16th 
Century reredos screen has been 
painstakingly returned to former glory 
by a team of three specialists, over the 
last six months. 

It will be revealed at celebration 
evening to mark more than four years 
of major conservation work in the 
church. 

This work included the discovery 
and restoration of medieval wall paint¬ 
ings of the St George and the Dragon 
and the Seven Deadly Sins and further 
dramatic detail of these paintings will 
also be unveiled during the evening. 

A spokeswoman told The GEM: 
“The mystery remains as to why a 
work of the magnificence of the rere¬ 
dos is tucked away in a village church 
such as St Cadoc’s. One theory is that 
this screen possibly began life else¬ 
where and only moved to Llancarfan 
when it was 150-years-old, in the mid 
1600s. 

“Was it a refugee from the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries? A dis¬ 
carded glory from a grand abbey? The 
whim of a rich local benefactor? 
Detective work goes on...” 

It is certain, though, that this historic 
screen can now take its place alongside 
St Cadoc’s famous emerging wall 
paintings, making the church one of 
the most intriguing in Wales. 

Conservation by the specialist team 
of Hugh Harrison (timber conserva¬ 
tor), Cameron Stewart (conservation 
joiner) and Liz Cheadle (paint conser¬ 
vator), has transformed a neglected 


treasure into an intricate thing of beau¬ 
ty, splendid in its original subtle 
colours. 

Conservator Hugh Harrison said: 
“Canopy work like the reredos at 
Llancarfan can be found in the choir in 
almost every cathedral and major 
church in England and Wales, but none 
of these grand arrays of woodwork are 
coloured and gilded as at Llancarfan. 

“This lively polychromatic scheme 
lifts this work to quite another level of 
sophistication. It is also unique in 
using simple metal brackets to display 
the ornate pinnacles in front of the gen¬ 
eral canopy spires as though they float 
by magic... a daring concept not found 
anywhere else.” 

The Archdeacon of Llandaff and 
Priest-in-Charge of Llancarfan, Peggy 
Jackson, said: “Since work began in 
2010 , this conservation project has 
prompted visits by people from all 
over the world. We have been gratified 
by the support and funding help we 
have received, but we have also been 
touched by the enthusiasm and joy 
which the church has generated 
amongst its supporters and the wider 
public.” 

The presentation evening tonight 
(December 5) marks a turning point in 
the first major phase of conservation at 
St Cadoc’s, a project generously sup¬ 
ported by the Heritage Lottery Eund 
Wales, among other benefactors. 

Visitors will have a chance to see 
how much these thrilling major 
tableaux have developed during recent 
conservation; and will hear how much 
more might be hidden behind layers of 
limewash and history. 
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Happy 96th birthday to the Master! 


A JOINT Meet of 
the Glamorgan and 
Llangeinor Hunts 
was recently held 
at Tyla Farm, 
Merthyr Mawr, to 
celebrate the 96th 
birthday of Arthur 
Board MFH. 

About 120 riders 
and as many foot fol¬ 
lowers came to sing 
‘Happy Birthday’ and 
to enjoy a splendid 
ride. 

Mr Board has been 
Master of the 
Llangeinor for the 
past 36 seasons, first 
ABOVE; Mr Board’s grandson, Peter riding to hounds at 
Morris and Glamorgan Joint Master, the age of five. 

Mike Gibbon, clear the first fence. Home 



90 local residents 
oppose Deposit LDP 


IT was standing room only at 
St Nicholas Church Hall on 
Monday evening (December 2), 
when over 90 residents from St 
Nicholas and Bonvilston 
attended a public meeting to 
debate the Deposit LDP. 

Following an opening address by 
Roy Burston, chair of the Community 
Council, a presentation was given by 
the vice-chair, Paul Fisher and Tim 
Knowles, a local resident. 

The presentation outlined the very 
serious issues with the LDP in respect 
of the two villages. Major concerns 
included: 

The proposed scale of the develop¬ 
ments which would almost double the 
size of the villages and the density of 
housing, which could be up to five 


times that of the existing settlements; 
the basis of A48 traffic assessment, 
which was shown to be seriously 
flawed; and the need to urgently 
reassess housing requirements, using 
the latest data from the Welsh 
Government. 

Coun Jonathan Bird was in atten¬ 
dance to respond to the many concerns 
raised by the villagers. 

A show of hands at the end of the 
meeting showed unanimous support 
for the deletion from the LDP of the 
proposed sites at St Nicholas and 
Bonvilston. 

Residents at the meeting were 
encouraged to submit their representa¬ 
tions to the Deposit LDP, to be 
received at the Docks Office, before 
the deadline of 5pm on Friday, 
December 20. PF 



Farm, Merthyr Mawr 
in 1917 he has farmed 
all his life and is 
believed to be the old¬ 
est master of fox¬ 
hounds in Britain. 
HM 


ABOVE: Mr 
Board enjoying 
his birthday. 

Pictures by 


HEATHER 

MARCH 


Christmas starts 
with a stroll! 


THE first 

Cowbridge Walking 
Nativity will take 
place on December 
13 -14 at 6pm in the 
Old Hall Garden 
and Physic Garden. 

Sue Freeland who is 
helping to produce the 
event said: “Many peo¬ 
ple will have been to the 
Amelia Trust Farm 
Nativity and enjoyed 
their retelling of the 
Christmas story, well 
this is going to be 


Cowbridge’s own ver¬ 
sion, set in the atmos¬ 
pheric Physic and Old 
Flail Gardens. 

“We are lucky enough 
to have Barry Wickett, 
who has directed the 
Amelia Trust Nativity in 
previous years, and he is 
bringing his experience 
to this free Cowbridge 
event. ” 

For more information 
telephone Sue on 01446 
775947 or visit www.be- 
refreshed.com. 


PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS 

Walk features the 
best of Cowbridge 


FOLLOWING a 
night when temper¬ 
atures dipped below 
freezing, overnight 
frost covered the 
countryside as 10 
walkers joined 
leader Geraint at 
the old cattle mar¬ 
ket in Cowbridge. 

Crossing crisp white 
fields in bright sunshine, 
the group followed a 
pathway through trees 
that was carpeted with 
fallen leaves and exited 
at Piccadilly, which may 
derive its name from a 
London tailor Robert 
Baker, who made his for¬ 
tune making and selling 
piccadilis, stiff collars 
with scalloped edges and 
lace trims that were very 
fashionable. 

The road led to the 
Factory Brook and the 
ford, a reminder of the 
days when clean water 
was essential for the pro¬ 
cessing of wool. 

The fleeces from 
sheep were scoured, 
which involved washing 
them in hot soapy water 
to remove the dirt and 
grease, before they were 
soaked until clean and 
then dried thoroughly 
before being combed 
ready to be spun. 

Ancient sunken lanes 
and farmland with some 
awkward stiles led them 
to the 16th century forti¬ 


fied manor of Plas 
Llanfihangel and the 
small church dedicated to 
St Michael just below, 
whose claim to fame is 
that it does not have an 
electricity supply! 

Boggy paths in some 
places led on towards the 
road at Llanfair and hav¬ 
ing passed through, they 
followed part of the 
River Thaw to the 
impressive manor house 
of Old Beaupre which 
was completed by the 
wealthy Bassett family in 
the latter part of the 16th 
century. 

Following a delightful 
lunch within the ruined 
mansion, an uninvited 
guest joined them in the 
shape of a spaniel, who 
insisted on following 
them as they walked 
back to the road and kept 
rolling on her back to be 
tickled. 

One member produced 
a length of cord and 
using it as a lead, the dog 
was taken back to join 
several other furry mates 
behind the confines of a 
gate. 

Turning north across 
fields to Llandough, 
where the old castle site 
is marked by a tower 
which has been incorpo¬ 
rated into a house, an 
ancient well sited in the 
woods south of 
Llanblethian village was 
spotted before the group 
made their way back to 


the ruined St Quentin’s 
Castle, with its magnifi¬ 
cent gatehouse built by 
the de Clare family. 

Then, dropping gradu¬ 
ally downhill and cross¬ 
ing the River Thaw, they 
entered the Cowbridge 
Physic Garden near the 
Old Hall and enjoyed the 
sense of peace and tran¬ 
quility, as well as the Ode 
to Laudanum, written by 
lolo Morgannwg 

engraved on a wall 
plaque before returning 
to the Butts. 

On December 7, meet 
at 9am at Cogan Leisure 
Centre for an eight-mile 
moderate walk at 
Cwmcarn and 

Twmbarlwm; contact Joy 
on 01446 737131. 

On December 10, 
meet at 9am at Cogan for 
an eight-mile walk, tak¬ 
ing in Trefil and Bryn 
Oer; contact William on 
01446 747239. 

Wear suitable cloth¬ 
ing, preferably boots and 
carry waterproofs, food 
and drinks. Some degree 
of fitness is required and 
if you are in any doubt, 
then please contact the 
walk I 

Programmes and 
membership advice can 
be obtained from Pam on 
029 2025 5102. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 



World Record Gathering of Elves 


.BRIOCEIO’S 

ROO. 

' CHRISTMAS 




Ada re Street, Bridgend ; ^ 

Saturday December 14th 
from 1.00pm .j, ^ 




We need 
over 

1500 Hues 


'Etvos' of all agos wil bo invttod to get together on Adare Street on Saturday 14 
Oecember for the annual Elt-steddfod. Last year, over 1,200 people packed into 
the street, setting a new world record and little helpers are betog asked to join 
in the fun at the event agawi this year. There will be activtbes arKi entertairvnent 
from 12pm to 3pm ir>cluding a 'snowball on the spoon* competition, igloo building, 
Santa's workshop challenge, musM: from Rockm Dave* and a chance to make 
your own reindeer food, with the Etf-steddfod coiwit m Adare Street at 2pm. All 
participants are encouraged to wear either a green or red jumper and they will be 
given eff hatSu ^ 
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Festivals, celebrations 
and concerts, all in the 
Vale’s seasonal dieiry! 


O VER the 
past few 
weeks, I 
have attended a 
number of festivals 
and celebrations in 
churches across the 
Vale. 

As we enter the 
Christmas season I will 
be taking part in many 
Christmas concerts and 
services starting with 
the RNLI Christmas 
Praise at All Saints in 
Barry on December 6, 
followed by the Barry 
Male Voice Christmas 
Concert on Saturday, 
December 7. 

The RAF St Athan 
Voluntary Band will be 
playing at both services 
and at many more over 
the coming weeks. 

This year we will 
also enjoy the sound of 
the restored organ at All 
Saints Church which 
was rededicated by 
Archbishop Barry 
Morgan on November 
24 following months of 
fundraising by the 
church to enable this 
work to be carried out. 

At a packed service, 
the Rector, Father 
Adrian Berry, said: 

“The work and skill of 
this refurbishment and 
the donations given for 
the project represent the 
work and skills of our 
organ builders and the 
gifts of many people.” 
This formed part of a 
weekend Festival at All 
Saints. 

The festival to cele¬ 
brate the restoration of 
Galilee chapel in 
Llantwit Major’s St. 
Illtyd's Church saw the 
local community filling 
the church to see the 
chapel re-opened by the 
oldest and youngest 
members of the congre¬ 


gation. The youngest 
was only one day old! 

With a concert. 

Songs of Praise and an 
exhibition by local 
artists there was much 
music and awe 
expressed at the ancient 
chapel stones so bril¬ 
liantly installed by spe¬ 
cialist heritage stonema¬ 
sons with support from 
the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. 

Archbishop Barry 
dedicated the chapel 
and the Venerable Philip 
Morris preached a ser¬ 
mon reminding us that 
Llantwit Major had a 
unique selling point as 
“Britain's earliest centre 
of learning”, and 
reminded us of the 
translation of llan as lit¬ 
erally 'a community of 
heaven' - “a community 
in a place where the 
gap between earth and 
heaven is wafer-thin". 

As we get nearer to 
Christmas, I am also 
enjoying the seasonal 
tree festivals starting 
with Holy Cross at 
Cowbridge. 

Holy Cross was full 
with visitors and music 
at the opening of the 
festival in November 
and I look forward to 
the Christmas tree festi¬ 
val at St Mary's Church 
in Holton Road, Barry 
on December 11 and the 
annual Town Mayor's 
carol service on 
December 22. 

Christmas fairs, serv¬ 
ices and concerts are 
taking place in schools, 
churches, community 
centres across the Vale 
and it was lovely to see 
the Gathering Place in 
St. Athan full of people 
enjoying the stalls and 
activities last weekend 
with celebrity weather¬ 
man Derek Brockway 


Safer Vale’s 
Deaf PACT 


THE Safer Vale’s 
Deaf PACT is cele¬ 
brating its first year 
of operation, and 
the meetings have 
been taking place 
within the Vale for 
just over a year. 

Priorities that have 
been identified at the 
meetings to date are; 
communication issues 
when contacting emer¬ 
gency services and the 
local authority, hate 
crime issues, pot hole 
concerns, parking issues, 
cigarette waste and road 
safety concerns. 

The meetings are 
attended by representa¬ 
tives from the Safer Vale 
Partnership; which 
include the Police, 
Community Safety at the 
council. Adult Services 
and the British Deaf 
Association. 

The Vale Deaf PACT 


meetings take place 
every quarter with the 
next meeting at 6.30pm 
on Thursday, December 
5 at Station 20, Barry 
Fire Station, Port Road 
West, Barry. 

At this meeting, a rep¬ 
resentative from the 
Public Health Service 
will address the issue of 
how deaf people are able 
to communicate with 
NHS staff when they 
have a health concern. 

Anyone who would 
like to attend the meeting 
should text or email 
details to PCSO 
Rhiannon Harris, includ¬ 
ing your name, address 
email 
rhiannon.harris@ south- 
wales.pnn.police.uk or 
they can telephone 
07970736885. 


Assembly 

Notes 



by Vale AM 

JANE HUTT 

(Minister for Finance and 
Leader of the House) 


opening the fair and 
Methodist Minister, 
Rev.Pete Taylor, in a 
good disguise as Father 
Christmas! 

This is also a time 
when churches are 
responding to those in 
need in our communi¬ 
ties and this is exempli¬ 
fied by the growing 
work of the Big Wrap. 

The Big Wrap is a 
Christmas appeal 
'Making Sure that 
Christmas reaches every 
child in the Vale' run by 
volunteers and relying 
entirely on donations 


from local organisations 
and the public. 

Since 2007, the Big 
Wrap has provided 
Christmas presents to 
over 500 disadvantaged 
children and young peo¬ 
ple in the Vale and is 
supported by the Vale 
Council. 

Presents are given to 
children identified by 
people in the front line 
of caring for children. 

If you would like to 
donate to the Big Wrap 
you can take gifts to 
Coastlands Family 
Church, Tennyson 
Road, Colcot, Barry on 
Mondays between 2- 
3pm and Thursday 
(4.30-6pm). 

Susan Lloyd-Selby, 
the co-ordinator says, 
“Every present we 
receive will be given to 
a child or young person 
who might otherwise 
receive nothing or very 
little for Christmas.” 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Susan via 
bigwrap @yahoo. co. uk 
or call 07725773746. 
More information can 
be found at www.big- 
wrap.co.uk. 


NEWS UPDATE FROM ST 
RICHARD GWYN SCHOOL 


Busy start 
for the new 
pupil intake 


THE new intake of 
year-7 pupils began 
their secondary 
education by going 
to PGL Liddington 
on a three-day resi¬ 
dential ‘Getting to 
Know You Course’. 

This primary to sec¬ 
ondary transition course 
is at an important time 
for our new pupils giving 
them opportunities to 
build relationships with 
staff and other pupils, 
and also to develop per¬ 
sonal confidence through 
a range of activities. 

Pupils were given the 
exercise of getting to 
know as many pupils and 
staff as possible, as well 
as taking part in the 
activities. The tasks 
encouraged the develop¬ 
ment of key skills such as 
communication, team¬ 
work and problem solv¬ 
ing. 

Everyone had a 
favourite, ranging from 
the zip wire, climbing, 
Jacob’s ladder,quad bik¬ 
ing, problem solving, 
aeroball to abseiling. The 
pupils were fantastic and 
had a positive confi¬ 
dence-building experi¬ 
ence, with everyone 
making new friends. 

The school entered 
Emilia Bailey and 
Samantha De Guia from 
year-11 for the 
Mathematical Olympiad 


for Girls Competition. It 
is mathematics competi¬ 
tion for more able and 
talented girls in Europe. 
This competition is of a 
high standard and the 
girls did well as they sat a 
two-and-half-hour paper, 
consisting of five mathe¬ 
matical problems. 

Year-10 and 11 pupils 
enjoyed a fantastic week¬ 
end in the Urdd Centre at 
Glanllyn, Bala. Pupils 
enjoyed using their 
Welsh skills while taking 
part in an array of out¬ 
door activities including, 
canoeing, raft building, 
high ropes course and 
swimming. 

The Head of Welsh, 
Mrs Connolly, was 
extremely impressed by 
the team work that pupils 
displayed throughout the 
weekend, and how well 
pupils responded to 
being immersed in a 
Welsh language environ¬ 
ment. 

Exam and revision 
techniques and strategies 
have been presented to 
pupils through the 
‘Positively Mad’ theatre 
group. They came into 
school and gave practical 
and beneficial workshops 
to pupils, instilling con¬ 
fidence in them when 
they prepare for exams. 

All in all, the year at St 
Richard Gwyn has got off 
to a flying start! CR 


CALLUM’S CALENDAR 
HOMAGE TO THE VALE 



ABOVE: 

Last year, local photographer 
Callum Hamilton immortalised 
the town of Barry in a 
calendar. This year Callum 
went further afield. He said: “/ 
featured the Barry landscape in 
2013, but my calendar for next 
year concentrates on the Vale 
of Glamorgan coast, and 
includes photos from Penarth 
to Southerndown. ” 

The image above for ^July’ 
features the Llantwit Major 
coast. 

More information available at 

WWW. callumhamilton. co. uk 


'Check Solar Park site’ 

- SAYS GEM READER 


T he Government 
have made many 
announcements 
recently about the need 
for people, living in rural 
areas, to speak up and 
fight for their green land, 
when it is being threat¬ 
ened by development. 

As a resident of West 
Aberthaw, I, among many oth¬ 
ers in the vicinity, am begging 
the local planning committee to 
come along and visit the pro¬ 


posed Solar Park site, before 
‘rubber-stamping’ this applica¬ 
tion. 

The placing of so many pan¬ 
els so close to existing houses, 
many of them hundreds of 
years old, is being done with¬ 
out any considered thought. 

I urge the committee to think 
carefully and to come and see 
how dangerously close this 
proposed site is to some of the 
residents. 

CAROL HARRINGTON 
West Aberthaw 


STEPHENS OIL 



FULLY INDEPENDENT 
LOCAL COMPANY 
whose dedicated 
Sales Staff answer calls 
directly without the 

hassle of call options! 

01633 214710 

web: www.stepliensfueloil.co.uk 
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Steve’s 1,000 
mile Welsh trek 
for Cancer 
Research Wales 



LEFT TO RIGHT: WILLIAM, STEVE, AND SAM WEBB. 


by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


A BARRY man 
completed a 1,000- 
mile trek all the 
way round the 
country to raise 
funds for Cancer 
Research Wales. 

Steve Webb exceed¬ 
ed his £2,000 target on 
‘Funny Walks Wales’, 
which took in Offa’s 
Dyke to the east and the 
spectacular Welsh coast 
to the west. 

He said: “I left on 
September 11 and fin¬ 
ished on November 10, 
and the total distance 
was over 1,000 miles. 

“Offa’s Dyke is 
approximately 170 
miles and the coastal 
part of the walk was 
around 850 miles.” 

Steve called it 
‘Funny Walks Wales’ 
because when he met 
people, he would break 
the ice by asking them 
what their favourite 
joke was. 

“I covered between 
15 and 20 miles a day. 
What you realise - par¬ 


ticularly on the coast - 
is where you go down, 
you will have to go up, 
and when you go up, 
you will have to go 
down.” 

It made the trek quite 
a physical challenge! 

Steve had just retired 
from ‘Visit Wales’ - 
formerly The Wales 
Tourist Board - after 30 
years’ service, when he 
decided to take on the 
challenge. 

“I was able to stay 
with friends, and hotels 
where I had contacts 
from my time at Visit 


Wales.” 

People were kind 
enough to make dona¬ 
tions during the walk 
too. 

It took him seven 
days to get round the 
coast of Anglesey! 
“During that week, I 
rented a cottage and my 
wife took me back to 
my finishing point of 
the previous day for me 
to continue the walk.” 

Through his work, 
Steve knows Wales 
very well, but he admit¬ 
ted: “I was blown away 
by Anglesey and the 


Llyn Peninsula, and 
also the amount of 
wildlife. 

“I saw red squirrels 
in Anglesey, dolphins 
leaping in Newquay 
Bay, and seals and seal 
pups.” 

And how did people 
get on with the jokes? 

Steve said: “Actually, 
two out of three strug¬ 
gled to think of a joke!” 

There is still time to 
make a contribution to 
his 1,000-mile 
marathon by going to: 
www.justgiving. com/Fu 
nny Walks-Wales. 


CHORAL SOCIETY’S 
FESTIVE OPENER 



COWBRIDGE 
Choral Society 
began their 
Christmas festivi¬ 
ties on Monday by 
singing at the light¬ 
ing of the 
Christmas tree at 
the Noah’s Ark 
Children’s Hospital 
at the Heath, 
Cardiff. 

The event was hosted 
by Jagger and Woody 
from Real Radio’s 
Breakfast Show, who 
joined in with the car¬ 
ols. The society will be 
carol singing around 
Cowbridge nearer 
Christmas in aid of the 
Noah’s Ark Appeal. 

This Saturday, 
December 7, the Society 
will present its 
Christmas celebration in 
Holy Cross Church at 
7pm, where they will be 
joined by special guests 


Old Spice, the 
Barbershop Quartet, 
Rhiannon Burke 
(soloist) Stage Door 1, 
the local youth group, 
and The Belles of St 
Mary’s, the town hand 
bell ringers. Entry is £7 


and includes a glass of 
wine. 

New members are 
always welcome to join 
the choir, and experi¬ 
ence is not essential. 


Rehearsals take place in 
the United Free Church, 
Westgate Street (oppo¬ 
site the Police Station) 
every Thursday at 
7.30pm. 


Under-16s in action 


Llantwit school’s 
Christmas fete 


LLANTWIT MAJOR rugby under-16s 
are preparing for a match on Friday 
against a South African touring side. 


LLANTWIT MAJOR Comprehensive School is 
holding its Christmas fete this Saturday, 
December 7, from lOam-12 noon. 

There will be a variety of stalls, food, games, 
and a Santa’s Grotto. The event is organised by 
year-12 students, as part of their Welsh 
Baccalaureate course. All proceeds go to the 
Macmillan cancer charity. 


Kick off is at 6pm at the rugby club and everyone 
is welcome. This is followed by an evening of live 
music with all money raised going towards the 
under-16s’ spring tour and Major Music. 

The entertainment includes; Tom Colgan, Lucy 
Tregadon, Aphelion, Stiff Richard, Caitlyn Dolman 
and Gareth Jones. Refreshments will be on sale and 
there is a raffle on the night. AJ 
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New scheme 
aims to get empty 
homes lived in 


THE Vale Council 
has joined forces 
with Cardiff 
Council to help 
owners of empty 
properties in the 
area bring them 
back into use. 

Under the Welsh 
Government’s ‘Houses 
into Homes’ scheme, 
the councils are inviting 
owners of empty prop¬ 
erties, or those thinking 
of buying an empty 
property in the area to 
apply for interest-free 
loans to pay for any 
renovation work that 
may be required to 
return them to use as 
homes again. 

A spokesperson stat¬ 
ed that owners can 
apply for up to £25,000 
per unit of accommoda¬ 
tion and up to a maxi¬ 
mum of £150,000 in 
total, to bring them 
back into use again by 
carrying out repairs or 
improvements that will 
enable them to sell or 
let a property. 

Loans are not avail¬ 
able for people wanting 
to renovate a property 
and live in it as their 
principal home. 

In the Vale, there 
are more than 900 
homes that have been 
vacant for six or more 
months, and 15 per cent 
of these have been 
empty for more than 
five years, while seven 
per cent have been 
empty for more than 


nine years. The Vale 
Council’s cabinet mem¬ 
ber for housing and 
community safety. 

Conn Bronwen Brooks, 
said: “The availability 
of the loan is a great 
opportunity for councils 
to provide practical 
support to owners of 
empty properties to 
help them to turn that 
wasted resource back 
into a home. 

“By helping to return 
the empty property 
back into a home, it 
provides both much- 
needed accommodation 
to support housing 
needs and helps reduce 
the problems a commu¬ 
nity can face living 
with an empty home in 
their neighbourhood.” 

The scheme, which 
aims to tackle social 
issues and meet hous¬ 
ing demand in Wales, 
has already helped a 
number of empty home 
owners in the city 
return their property to 
use. 

In Cardiff, the for¬ 
mer Cow and Snuffers 
pub, which closed in 
July 2010, is currently 
being converted into 
five two-bedroom 
apartments by Doublet 
Holdings Limited who 
were awarded a loan of 
£125,000 in March 
2013. 

Lawrence Dovey of 
Doublet Holdings, said: 
“We found the loan 
process relatively sim¬ 
ple and the money cer- 



To give me a home 
simply visit 
The Bead Room 
or 

www.boxesandbusts.co.uk 
any time before 4pm 
on Saturday 
7th December 2013, 
where with every 
receipt you will get an 
entry into the prize 
draw to win me. 

I am soft, 
plush and 37” tall. 



www.boxesandbusts.co.uk 
Unit 19, Ty Verlon Ind est. Barry, CF63 2BE 
or ring oi446 701230. Hrs: Mon-Sat 9am-4pm 


tainly aided cash flow 
during the conversion. 
The loan has helped 
inject new life into one 
of Cardiff’s iconic 
landmarks, where five 
unique apartments have 
been created. 

Now that the project 
has come to a conclu¬ 
sion we are delighted 
with the result and con¬ 
fident that the property 
has been sympathetical¬ 
ly converted. 

People will now be 
able to enjoy the use of 
this interesting build¬ 
ing, once more, which 
has easy access to 
Hailey Park and the 
Taff Trail. 

Two units have 
already been sold ‘off 
plan’ and with strong 
interest in the remain¬ 
ing three units; it is tes¬ 
tament to the quality of 
product achieved.” 

Cardiff Council 
cabinet member for 
communities, housing 
and neighbourhood 
renewal, Coun Lynda 
Thorne, said: 

“This is a great 
opportunity for owners 
of empty properties to 
apply for an interest 
free loan. There are 
many reasons why 
properties can be empty 
for long periods - it 
may be that someone 
has inherited a property 
and doesn’t really know 
what to do with it. 

“But whatever the 
reason, these properties 
are a wasted resource 
and can cause problems 
in a community 
whether as a magnet for 
vandalism or anti-social 
behaviour or as an eye¬ 
sore if they have fallen 
into a state of disrepair. 

To apply for a loan, 
the property must have 
been empty for a mini¬ 
mum of six months and 
the loan must be repaid 
within two or three 
years, depending on 
whether the property is 
sold or let. Funding is 
available until mid- 
March 2014. 

For further informa¬ 
tion about the Houses 
into Homes scheme, 
owners of properties in 
the Vale should contact 
the empty property offi¬ 
cer, Georgina Wayman, 
on 01446 709838. 


Nativity 
down on 
the farm 

A FARMYARD 
Nativity play takes 
place at Amelia Trust 
Farm on Saturday, 
December 7 at 5pm, 
and Sunday, 

December 8 at 5pm. 

Admission by ticket 
only, available from 
November 1. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, call the farm 
office on 01446 
782030. 


VALE MP’s VIEWPOINT 

PUTTING SMALL BUSINESSES 
IN THE VALE’S SHOP WINDOW 


S INCE being appointed one 
of the Prime Minister’s 
Small Business 
Ambassadors, I have taken 
every opportunity I can to pro¬ 
mote and support small busi¬ 
nesses within the Vale of 
Glamorgan - particularly any 
initiatives that may help busi¬ 
nesses succeed. 

Recently, I have been promoting 
Small Business Saturday, which is com¬ 
ing to the Vale on December 7. This 
scheme is a call to shop locally and to 
support small shops on the busiest shop¬ 
ping day of the year. 

This successful American idea dating 
back to 2010 aims to shift shopping 
habits from large stores to those on our 
High Streets. In the UK, our small 
businesses provide almost two thirds of 
private sector jobs and almost half of 
private sector turnover. 

So I want to see small businesses in 
the Vale of Glamorgan benefit in the 
same way they did in the US. 

There are a number of reasons why 
customers should choose to shop local¬ 
ly. For every £10 spent in the local 
community, an additional £25 is invest¬ 
ed back into the economy; independent 
businesses are the biggest generators of 



Vale MP Alun Cairns 

reports to GEM readers 


jobs in the UK; service levels are usual¬ 
ly higher and they have a genuine inter¬ 
est in satisfying your needs. 

Clearly, government also have a sig¬ 
nificant part to play and I know that 
reinvigorating the High Street is a key 
priority. We are currently considering a 
number of policies that could help. 

I was further encouraged when last 
month the UK Government rolled out 
the Start up Loan scheme to Wales. It is 
a £5K start up loan from the govern¬ 
ment designed to help individuals who 
want to start up their own business. 

When this is combined with the 


Enterprise Allowance Scheme, a real 
opportunity is created for budding 
entrepreneurs. 

The Start Up Loans Company which 
ad mi nisters the scheme provides crucial 
support in the form of a repayable loan 
together with a business mentor for 
entrepreneurs across the country. 

The extension to Wales of the scheme 
will provide even more opportunities 
for budding entrepreneurs to gain access 
to finance and receive professional busi¬ 
ness mentoring to help them start and 
run a successful enterprise. 

It also comes at a time when recent 
reports show that Wales lags behind the 
UK for business start-ups despite more 
young people being involved in their 
own enterprises at an early age. 

Statistics published by the Office for 
National Statistics show that the figures 
in Wales for new Welsh companies cre¬ 
ated in 2012 was 9.4 per cent compared 
with 11.4 per cent for the UK. 

I truly hope that the Welsh 
Government will follow the UK’s lead 
on this scheme, which will directly help 
SMEs and deliver a shot in the arm to 
local communities and help small busi¬ 
nesses drive local growth. 

To keep up to date with all the news 
on Small Business Saturday UK, have a 
look at their page on Facebook. 


CD live launch event 
was a ^Major’ success 


THE Llantwit Major-based 
youth charity, Major Music, held 
a successful event recently at St 
Donats Arts Centre - to officially 
launch its new CD, ‘Major 
Music 2013 \ 

Over recent months, young people 
who attend the weekly workshops run 
by Major Music, have been writing and 
recording their own material which had 
then been produced into a compilation 
CD. 

The event on November 23 gave them 
the opportunity to perform their tracks 
in front of a packed audience of family, 
friends and other guests and supporters 
of Major Music. The evening also gave 
other up and coming Major Music stars 
the opportunity to take to the stage. 

Those performing included: 
Aphelion, Jessie, Caitlin and Gareth, 
Turf, Tom Colgan, Stiff Richard, Louis 
Bowen, Lyrix, Max & Owen, Sam 
Woollett, Lucy Atkins and Danny 
Edwards. 

Another young person, ‘Raptor’was 
unable to perform having recently been 


involved in a serious car accident, but 
with his family wishing his track to be 
played on the evening. 

There were also performances by ex- 
Major Music favourites Skate Ketchup 
and James & Sam. 

Chairman and co-founder of Major 
Music, Phil Kirkham said: “It’s thanks 
to all the hard work, enthusiasm and 
commitment from our volunteer team - 
mentors, trustees and the young people 
themselves, and all the hard work 
invested over the recent months that we 
were able to put on the event; coupled 
with valuable support by staff at St 
Donats Arts Centre/UWC. ” 

Phil expressed appreciation for the 
support given by the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, local businesses, individuals 
and organisations including Npower - 
Aberthaw Power Station, COS Group, 
Pentagon, Creigiau Travel, Studio 
Point Break and Roland (UK). 

The CD ‘Major Music 2013’ can still 
be purchased locally via www.major- 
music.net or at the Vale Volunteer 
Bureau shop in Llantwit Major. 
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Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides:. 


The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• IndependentAdvice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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Extra flights from 
Cardiff Airport 


ALL flights from 
Cardiff operated by 
Vueling, which is 
part of British 
Airways’ parent 
company lAG, can 
now be booked on 
www.britishair- 
ways.com. 

Cardiff Airport’s chief 
executive, Jon Horne, 
said: “It’s great news that 
passengers from Wales 


and the West can now 
access flights through the 
British Airways booking 
system.” 

Also, Vueling has 
launched the second 
phase of its summer 2014 
programme from Cardiff 
and re-launched direct 
flights to Barcelona. It 
has also launched its first 
winter programme from 
Cardiff, with more flights 
to Malaga and Alicante, 
in response to demand. 


C/9 

STOCK OF 


WINTER FUDS 


GOAL, LOGS & 

tB 

COLOR GAS 

Collection & Delivery 
Service Available 

CS 

Large Selection of 

s 

Aggregates; Sand, Cement 
and Decorative Stone. 
Open 8am-4.30pm Mon-Fri 


The Old Goal Yard, Wimbourne 


Road, Barry Docks. 

r=1 

Contact Mike or nan on 


07748 614864 


The first flight from 
the Welsh capital to 
Barcelona will leave on 
Friday, April 11 and will 
run every Friday and 
Sunday from April until 
October, with an addi¬ 
tional Wednesday flight 
during August. Flights 
are already on sale at 
www.britishairway s .com 
and www.vueling.com, 
with single fares from 
34.99. 

These new flights to 
Barcelona-El Prat follow 
an increase in Vueling’s 
services during summer 
2013 which saw the air¬ 
line flying from Cardiff 
to Alicante, Malaga and 
Palma Majorca as well as 
Barcelona. 

“We are delighted to 
be continuing to offer 
flights from Cardiff 
Airport to Barcelona,” 
said Jon Horne, “and it’s 
pleasing to see that 
Vueling’s passenger 
numbers are increasing 
in line with the overall 
upward trend we’re 
experiencing at the 
Airport. 

“We’ve been listening 
to what our passengers 
have been saying about 
where they want to go 
and at what times of the 
year, so we’re expecting 
flights with Vueling to be 
extremely popular. The 
added benefits and con¬ 
venience of being able to 
book via the British 
Airways website will no 
doubt appeal to a lot of 
people too.” 


Prizes for the 
library users 



DURING the sum¬ 
mer holidays, 
young people 
between the ages of 
11 and 15 took part 
in the ‘TeenQuest 
Challenge’ in Vale 
council libraries. 

To complete the chal¬ 
lenge, they had to 
undertake four key 
tasks: read a book, post 
a review online, review 
a DVD and finally com¬ 
plete a quiz using the 
library service’s online 
resources. 

For each task com¬ 
pleted, the participant 
received a free DVD 
loan. Those who com¬ 
pleted all four tasks 
were entered into a raf¬ 
fle to win either an iPad 
Mini or an iPod Shuffle. 
The iPad Mini was won 
by Nathan Keen who 
attends St Athan 
Library. 


LEFT: 

Nathan 

Keen 

with 

Conn 

Stuart 

Egan. 


The iPod Shuffles 
were won by Kate 
Roberts (Barry), 
Gwydion McDarren 
(Cowbridge), Rebekkah 
West (Dinas Powys), 
Robert Brown (Penarth) 
and Gethin Elsom 
(Wenvoe). 

The ipad Mini was 
presented to Nathan by 
Coun Stuart Egan at St 
Athan Library. Coun 
Egan commended the 
high standard of entries 
and congratulated 
Nathan. He said that he 
felt very encouraged to 
meet Nathan and other 
regular library users. 

The TeenQuest was 
piloted by Barry and 
Cowbridge libraries and 
the library service 
received funding from 
Cymal to run it again in 
2013, this time in all 
Vale libraries in con¬ 
junction with a number 
of other South Wales 
library authorities. 


^New asbestos Bill a 
milestone for victims’ 


VALE AM Jane 
Hutt has congratu¬ 
lated fellow Labour 
AM and former 
South Glamorgan 
county councillor 
for Cadoxton, Mick 
Antoniw, on his pio¬ 
neering Bill to help 
sufferers of asbestos 
diseases. 

The Recovery of 
Medical Costs for 
Asbestos Diseases 
(Wales) Bill will become 
law after it was passed by 
the National Assembly 
for Wales last week. 

Thousands of Welsh 
workers suffer from 
asbestos-related disease 
and almost 100 cases of 
mesothelioma (a fatal 
form of lung cancer) are 
diagnosed each year in 
Wales. 

Before the dangers of 
asbestos were fully 
understood, the material 
was widely used. Among 
the main work places 
where asbestos exposure 
occurred were, power 
stations, lagging indus¬ 
tries, steel works and 
shipyards. In some cases 
of asbestos disease, there 
have been negligence 
and health and safety 
breaches. 

Ms Hutt said:“This 
new law will enable the 
Welsh Government to 
recover the cost of med¬ 
ical services and treat¬ 
ment provided by the 
Welsh NHS, from the 
negligent party or insur¬ 


er. This is a milestone 
Bill which will help peo¬ 
ple whose lives have 
been devastated by this 
terrible disease. 

“Mick Antoniw has 
worked tirelessly to 
ensure that this Bill 
becomes law and. 


although the Welsh 
Conservatives did not 
support it, I am pleased 
that the Bill was wel¬ 
comed by the Welsh 
Labour Government, 
Plaid Cymru, and the 
Welsh Liberal 

Democrats.” 


Volunteers plan 
for Christmas 
aid operation 


AS part of an 
‘Anonymous Wales’ 
event entitled Op 
Safe Winter, Barry 
residents are plan¬ 
ning a Christmas 
surprise for the 
homeless people of 
the Vale and Cardiff. 

On the evening of 
December 21, they will 
be loading up and seek¬ 
ing out anyone who is 
sleeping rough to distrib¬ 
ute warm clothes and 
food. 

“Winter is a desper¬ 
ately tough time of year 
if you don’t have a roof 
over your head These 
items will be very wel¬ 
come and let people 
know that they haven’t 
been forgotten,” said 
organiser Rob Salter. 

“Donations of sleep¬ 
ing bags, blankets, 
gloves, warm socks and 
hats, warm/waterproof 
coats, rucksacks and 
food are needed. Also, 
dog food and dog coats 


would be welcome, as a 
lot of homeless people 
have companion dogs. 

“We are hoping peo¬ 
ple will connect with 
this. Lots of people have 
warm clothes that are 
just taking up space in 
their cupboards, while 
others are freezing cold 
on the streets. Those 
clothes can be put to 
good use! 

“We are also strug¬ 
gling for somewhere to 
store donated food and 
clothes. 

“If anyone has a 
secure dry garage, or a 
room that is not current¬ 
ly being used and can be 
easily accessed, we 
would love to hear from 
you. 

“We have been liais¬ 
ing with several organi¬ 
sations that are involved 
with homeless people to 
make sure we get things 
right. 

“ If anyone can help 
in any way, please con¬ 
tact me on 07815 
517756,” he appealed. 


Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

Thjtw cuUiiUc Door DotAor 

A family business with vast experience in the 
replacement door and worktop market. Everything 
you require from the doors, to worktops and new 
appliances and sinks. 


, ) Tke Qaor Poohr 

DOCTOR D wwv/.dotrr-iiot4or.co.uk. 

01446 688018/01656 360027 
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THE MEAT SUPERSTORE 


SAVE UP TO 50% OFF YOUR CHRISTMAS MEATS! 

. NOW - SAVE £££$ 


WALES^ LARGEST MEAT AND FROZEN 




OUTLET STORE 


OFFERS VALID UNTIL SUNDAY ISth DECEMBER 2013 - SUBJECT TO AVAILABILTY 


WE ARE NOW TAKING 
ORDERS FOR CHRISTMAS 

Turkey Crowns - Scotch Beef 
Fresh Turkeys - Duck - Chickens 
Legs of Pork - Gammon Joints 
Welsh Leg of Lamb 

Plus Much, Much More! 


Unit S,Palmer$vale Business Centre, 
Palmerston toad, Barry Cf6321[A 

Eomnw 

(Formerly Phillip Saunders Warehouse) 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

Monday-Saturday 
8.00 am-5.30 pm 
Sunday 9.00 am-2.30 pm 


VFM The Meat Superstore.Facebook 

HOWTO FIND US: 

Turn at traffic lights at Dow Corning 
and head up Palmerston Road, turn 
left just before Waitrose, then follow 
the yellow VFM signs. 

,Set your sat nav to a 

CF63 2XA ^ 


PALMERSVALE 

BUSINESS 


'oiaLroiisi ci-ioi'S 


liL/iYCUlLLL 

'l'" 


(^ar-B-' 


Q/Chmes6/Garlic/Hqf jt Spicy) 


GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • READY MEALS • GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS 


LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME F REEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN • LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME F REEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN 
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Christmas 
Tree World 


Situated on the A48, between 
Bonvilston and the five mile 
lane turn off 


Open 7 
Days a Week 
8.30am until Late 

Seven Varieties of 
Christmas Trees 
including... 
Nordmann Fir, 
Frazer Fir, 
Norway Spruce, etc. 
Sizes from 3ft - 18ft. 

Orders taken in advance 
for large trees. 

Prices Held! 
Also available 
Wreaths, Stands, 
Pot Grown Trees 
and Decorations 
Telephone: 
MARY 

07887 720678 



Did you know you can 
follow The GEM on 
Twitter? @gem_news 


HISTORIC WALLED GARDEN 
AT DUNRAVEN IS RESTORED 


From left to right: 
Norman Jenkins, 
chair of Creative 
Rural Communities; 
Bob Guy, operation 
manager for country¬ 
side and economic 
projects. Vale 
Council; Coun Lis 
Burnett; Brian Acott, 
chairmen of the 
Friends of the 
Heritage Coast; Paul 
Dunn, principal 
ranger; Belinda 
Greenfield, ranger; 
Lady Ana Johnson; 
Lady Dunraven. 

THE much-loved 
Vale beauty spot, 
Dunraven Walled 
Garden, which 
attracts thousands 
of visitors each 
year, has benefited 
from a restoration 
project aimed at 
securing its future. 

The £99,000 project 
was supported by a 
£70,000 restoration 
grant from the Vale 
Council’s rural regener¬ 
ation partnership. 
Creative Rural 
Communities, under the 
Pride in Our Heritage 
Programme, which was 
matched with a gener¬ 
ous contribution from 
the ‘Friends of the 
Glamorgan Heritage 



Coast’ and the 
Dunraven Estate. 

Over the years, large 
parts of the historic 
perimeter walls had fall¬ 
en into disrepair and 
without investment 
there was a concern that 
public access to the gar¬ 
dens could be limited. 

Now the gardens 
have been offered a new 
lease of life through the 
project; the walls have 
been sympathetically 
restored, as has the 
derelict summerhouse. 

The project will also 
include improved signs 
and interpretation to 
enhance visitors’ experi¬ 
ence and understanding 
of the site’s unique her¬ 
itage. 

Creative Rural 
Communities has been 


• Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon « 


1s\ 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers- 
gas, electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless 
steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


jiPPmiiDE j 

COOimillllE (HIIIE 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


NEW 

WASHING 

MACHINES 

From 

£179.99 

ONLY WITH 
THIS ADVERT 


Refurbished 
from £99.99 


ALL COOKWARE 
REDUCED 


3a tynewydd road, 

KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & showroom 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 


Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


* TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oiiver • Franke • Astracast • LG « 


working in partnership 
with Dunraven Estate 
Properties Ltd, the 
Friends of the 
Glamorgan Heritage 
Coast and the Vale 
Council to fund the 
project, which took 
place throughout the 
summer and early 
autumn months. The 
gardens remained open 
throughout this period 
and visitors had the 
added bonus of witness¬ 
ing the restoration in 
action. 

Lady Dunraven and 
Lady Ana were joined 
by a host of guests at 
the historic walled gar¬ 
dens on Friday, 
November 22, to cele¬ 
brate the completion of 
the restoration project. 

The family of Lady 
Dunraven’s late hus¬ 
band, the seventh Earl 
Dunraven, originally 
developed the house 
and gardens in the early 
19th century, and he 
was instrumental in 
opening the park and 
gardens to the public 
more than 30 years ago. 

Coun Gwyn John, 
Vale Council cabinet 
member for leisure, 
parks, culture and sports 
development, said: “The 
Heritage Coast Project 
has safeguarded this 
beautiful area and edu¬ 
cated thousands of chil¬ 
dren about nature for 
decades. Now this grant 
and the support of the 
Friends group are bring¬ 
ing about a huge 
improvement.” 


AMELIA 

TRUST 

NATIVITY 

Sheep, goats, and don¬ 
keys are preparing for 
a starring role - to 
bringing the Nativity 
story to life at the 
Amelia Trust Farm on 
December 7 - 8 at 5pm. 

There will be 
Christmas carols 
around the Chrismas 
tree and the Christmas 
Story when Mary and 
Joseph, shepherds, 
kings and angels will all 
make an appearance 
and everyone will be 
invited to ‘walk to 
Bethlehem ’ by torch¬ 
light. 

Mulled wine and 
mince pies will be 
served in the visitors ’ 
centre afterwards for all 
to enjoy. 

Telephone 01446 
782030 for tickets. 


Also in attendance at 
the celebration was 
Coun Lis Burnett, cabi¬ 
net member for regener¬ 
ation, innovation, plan¬ 
ning and transportation 
who added: “The 
Glamorgan Heritage 
Coast is an invaluable 
tourism asset and the 
improved gardens will 
be the jewel in the 
crown”. 

Located on the 
Glamorgan Heritage 
Coast, the walled gar¬ 
dens provide a haven 
for visitors to Dumaven 
Bay when weather or 
the tide limits use of the 
beach. The area has an 
intriguing history, origi¬ 
nally the site of an iron 


age hill fort and later 
dominated by a Gothic 
mansion, with its park¬ 
land, plantations and 
walled garden. The 
house was demolished 
in 1962 and the gardens 
today are testament to 
the site’s former glory. 

The gardens are open 
every day of the year 
and entry is free. 
Generations of local 
families have enjoyed 
exploring the gardens 
and picnicking on the 
lawns and over 80 
schools per year receive 
guided visits from the 
Heritage Coast Rangers. 

Over the past 18 
months. Creative Rural 
Communities has sup¬ 


ported a range of proj¬ 
ects, and thanks to addi¬ 
tional funding from the 
Welsh Government, has 
been able to extend the 
Pride in Our Heritage 
grant programme by an 
additional £20,000. We 
look forward to helping 
groups and individuals 
develop small projects 
such as reviving historic 
events and activities or 
creating small exhibi¬ 
tions which celebrate 
the heritage of the rural 
Vale. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Branwen 
Dickson on 01446 
704828, or 

bdickson@valeofglam- 
organ, gov.uk 


AM praises work of 
the Bohath charity 


ON a recent visit to 
Bobath Wales in their 
21st birthday year, 
David Melding AM 
paid tribute to the 
work of the charity, 
that provides special¬ 
ist therapy to children 
throughout Wales 
who have cerebral 
palsy, and to the dedi¬ 
cation of staff and 
volunteers who for 21 
years have provided 
such a fantastic serv¬ 
ice. 

The highlight of the 
visit was watching a 



David Melding AM with Bobath supporters. 


short film, where 
Bobath families and 
members of staff say 
thank you for the sup¬ 
port they have received 


from the wider commu¬ 
nity, and families 
explain just what 
Bobath means to them. 


Let Dinas lil&idows Keep 
You Wann This lil&ito* * 
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CONTAINMENT 
OF LLANDOW FIRE 
IS CONTINUING 


THE fire that broke out at 
a Llandow trading estate 
last week (November 26) 
was still burning earlier 
this week. 

On Tuesday, December 3, the 
Vale Council issued a press state¬ 
ment saying that fire fighters 
were working with the recycling 
company SiteServe to remove 
and extinguish burning material 
at the Vale Business Park at 
Llandow,. 

, The statement said that it will 


be some time before the fire is 
fully extinguished. 

South Wales Fire and Rescue 
Service had one fire engine and 
one aerial platform in atten¬ 
dance, as the fire has been con¬ 
tained in the building where it 
started. 

The council statement said: 
“The investigation into the cause 
of the fire is on-going and air 
quality is being monitored. 

“The plume of smoke from 
the fire is continuing to rise and 
disperse and is causing little con¬ 


cern for public health. 

“Changes in wind direction 
may cause the smoke to blow 
across the area closer to ground 
level and the advice for local res¬ 
idents and those further afield 
who notice smoke is to stay 
indoors and keep windows and 
doors closed. 

“The fire first took place at the 
premises of SiteServe, a local 
waste recycling company on 
November 26. The material that 
is burning is paper, plastics and 
other non-hazardous wastes.” > 


Award for local Rotarians 



ABOVE and BELOW: Awards were handed out at a recent meeting. 



THE Rotary Club of 
Dinas Powys has pre¬ 
sented the coveted Paul 
Harris Fellow Award to 
a number members. 

It acknowledges ‘serv¬ 
ice above self’ which 
individuals have offered 
to their community, their 
nation or the world. 

Paul Harris was the 
founder of Rotary and 
this award programme 
was created to fund 
many Rotary Foundation 
programs and these 
members of the Dinas 
Powys club have con¬ 
tributed many years of 
support to the Rotary 
Foundation raising 
monies for local, nation¬ 
al and worldwide chari¬ 
ties. The awards were 
given by past District 
Governor David 
Wiltshire to Rotarians 
Richard Herd and John 
Reynolds at a recent 
club night. 

CJ 


Georgina wins Christmas 
card competition 



GEORGINA 
COLE, a year-5 
pupil of Peterston 
super Ely CIW 
Primary school was 
the proud winner of 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Christmas card 
competition. 

On Monday, 
November 25 Georgina 
was able to invite nine 
of her school friends to 
enjoy a free celebrato¬ 
ry lunch with Healthy 
Harry, the Vale mascot. 

The school said it 
was delighted that the 
importance of healthy 
eating in schools had 
been reinforced 
through her card 
design. 


Concern over food 
hygiene in the Vale 


...and regional 
AM wants fast 


A Plaid Cymru 
councillor has 
expressed concern 
over food prepara¬ 
tion in the Vale, 
after tests showed 
more than 100 
premises received 
the lowest figures 
- either 0 or 1 for 
hygiene. 

Coun Ian Johnson 
said that hygiene was 
paramount in any food 
business and welcomed 
new regulations which 


make it compulsory for 
premises to display the 
mark given to them by 
inspectors. He noted 
that more than 80 per 
cent of Vale premises 
were in the highest 
three categories. 

The new regulations 
came into force on 
November 28. 

It is hoped that hav¬ 
ing to display poor 
hygiene marks will 
drive up food safety 
standards. 

Coun Johnson said: 
“Fd certainly think 


twice about eating 
somewhere that has a 
particularly low score - 
either a zero or a one . 

“I hope that having 
to display the scores 
will mean that those 
venues will work harder 
to ensure proper cleanli¬ 
ness and hygiene. 

“Currently, there are 
more than 100 in those 
lowest two categories, 
with 10 premises scor¬ 
ing the very lowest 
marks.” 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Remote Control Roller Shutters 
FROM ONLY E650+VAT Fitted 


FROM SOUTH WALES' LEADING DOOR 
AAANUFACTURER AND GARAGE DOOR SPECIALIST 
Contact us today for further information 

01656 659274 • 01446 439219 

.COM 


re-inspection 

Regional Tory AM, 

Andrew RT Davies, 
has said that the 
introduction of a 
compulsory display 
of hygiene ratings 
in food outlets was 
excellent news, but 
stressed the need 
for premises to 
have the right to 
quick re-inspections 
when receiving low 
scores. 

The scheme is being 
monitored by the Food 
Standards Agency (FSA) 
and will be reviewed 


after a year. 

Mr Davies said: 
“The most important 
thing is to raise food 
hygiene standards in 
Wales, and it should be 
noted that we are the 


first part of the UK to 
make prominent display 
of hygiene ratings the 
law. What we don’t want 
to see is Vale businesses 
being stuck in a backlog 
if the system struggles to 
manage demand for re¬ 
testing in the event of 
low scores. 

“ The idea of the 
scheme should not be to 
permanently stigmatise 
businesses for having a 
poor score, but to ensure 
that where that is the 
case hygiene standards 
are improved significant¬ 
ly- 

“I share the concerns 
raised by the Federation 
of Small Businesses over 
a failure to guarantee 
timely re-inspections and 
I would urge the FSA to 
monitor this very closely 
as a matter of priority.” 


WHAT’S ON / in brief 
School’s festive fair 

THERE will be a Christmas fayre at Gladstone 
Road Primary School this Saturday, December 7, 
from 12 noon to 3.30pm. 

Santa’s Grotto, Santa’s postbox, craft stalls, 
games, tombola and refreshments. 

Liberace film 

MURCHEIELD Community Cinema is to screen 
Behind The Candelabra (cert 15) based on the life 
of flamboyant entertainer Liberace. 

Full details on website at www.murchcommuni- 
tycinema.bravesites. com. 


WIN CHRISTMAS 
STAMP PACKS! 


ROYAL MAIL 
workers across 
Wales are gearing 
up to handle mil¬ 
lions more extra 
cards and presents 
in the run-up to 
Christmas 2013. 

Royal Mail is also 
bringing some festive 
cheer to readers by offer¬ 
ing the special Madonna 
and Child festive stamp 
Presentation Packs, fea¬ 
turing an Advent 
Calendar, in a fun festive 
competition. 

Royal Mail operations 
director, Tony Fox, said 
the season of goodwill 
brings the biggest post¬ 
bag of the year to mail 
centres serving Wales, 
collecting and delivering 
mail from Cardiff, the 
Vale of Glamorgan and 
the South Wales Valleys, 
to Aberystwyth, 

Swansea, Carmarthen 
and Haverfordwest to 
Llandrindod Wells, 
Corwen, Wrexham, 
Bangor, Holyhead and 


Mold. Nationally, mil¬ 
lions of cards and parcels 
are expected between 
now and Christmas 
across the UK. In Wales, 
Royal Mail will handle 
more than 50 million 
cards and parcels a week 
as Christmas fast 
approaches. 

The last posting dates 
for UK mail postings are: 
Wednesday, December 
18 for second class; 
Friday, December 20 for 
first class; Monday, 
December 23 for special 
delivery. 

To enter this super fes¬ 
tive competition, with a 
chan e to win one of ten 
Christmas presentation 
packs, answer this simple 
question: 


Who comes down the 
chimney on Christmas 
Eve? 

A) Santa Claus 

B) Noel Edmunds 

C) Doctor Who 

Send your entries via 
email to 

gemsales @ tindlenews. co 
.uk, or post them to 
Glamorgan GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, CE71 7EL, 
to be received no later 
than Friday, December 
13. 

Remember to include 
your full name and 
address. Judge’s deci¬ 
sion is final, and no cor¬ 
respondence will be 
entered into; good luck! 


MIDNIGHT RUNNERS 

KARAOKE/DISCO 

70’s Music - Dance Anthems 

Get the Party started.. . 
Parties, Family Celebrations 
Call Blue Eyes on 

07949 968835 




O CLOSING O 
DOWN SALE 



50%IIHIIIlS[Oa( 

EVERYTHING MUST GO 
BY CHRISTMAS 


Rugby 

Football 

Swimming 

Cricket 


Dancewear 

Gym 

Scboolwear 

Rackets 


50 EASTGATE, COWBRIDGE, 
CF71 7AB. 01446 733039 
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Out and About with The Gl 



‘ARE WOMEN THE 
SUPERIOR SEX?’ 


MID GLAMORGAN 
Savoyards attempted 
to answer this tricky 
question with their 
lively and fast-paced 
production of Gilbert 
and Sullivan’s 

Princess Ida at the 
Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl. 

This particular piece 
has a simple storyline, 
and the minimal stage 
sets and costume changes 
meant the cast and 
orchestra could crack 
along, their acting and 
musical skills coming to 


the fore, to the delight of 
the audience. 

The two Kings, played 
by the familiar and expe¬ 
rienced Andrew Griffiths 
and Rob Reynolds, 
embraced their parts roy¬ 
ally, supported by their 
various sons and friends 
who provided the come¬ 
dy. 

The ladies in their uni¬ 
versity stronghold, keen 
to prove their superiority, 
matched them with their 
powerful singing and act¬ 
ing. 

With wigs, cross 
dressing, some fancy 


footwork and a touch of 
comic melodrama, the 
evening zipped along. 

This was the 19th 
charity event by the com¬ 
pany and congratulations 
must go to the musical 
director, Roger Hudd, the 
producer, Andrew 

Griffiths, the excellent 
cast, and orchestra. 

The profits, well over 
£2,000 at the last count, 
will go to three charities; 
the Save the Children 
Fund, the Kidney Wales 
Foundation and Tenovus. 

Dominique Spearey 


JULIAN CLARY IN JACK & 
THE BEANSTALK PANTO 


THERE is not long to go until 
Cardiff plays host to a giant 
pantomime spectacular! 

Jack and the Beanstalk starring 
Julian Clary, Wales’ own Mike Doyle 
and West End star Dan Burton will be 
at the New Theatre from Saturday, 
December 14 - Sunday, January 19, 
2014. 

A spokesman said: “Audiences at 
every performance will see Jack do 
battle with one very mean giant, find 
his true love, and save the village in 
this year’s unmissable pantomime 
adventure. All ages will be captivated 
by Jack and the Beanstalk. 

“Julian Clary, in his role of ‘Spirit 
of the Beans’, is set to help Jack take 
on the meanest giant Cardiff has ever 
seen. 

“Joining Julian is Wales’ own Mike 
Doyle, a panto veteran whose show¬ 
manship, comic timing and rich 


singing voice score a hit with audi¬ 
ences every time he steps on stage. He 
will be donning his frock again this 
year in the role of Dame Trot, Jack’s 
mum. 

“Taking the title role. West End star 
Dan Burton has appeared in many 
great musicals, playing iconic charac¬ 
ters such as Kenicld in Grease, Amos 
Hart in Chicago and Frankie Valli in 
Jersey Boys. He was part of the origi¬ 
nal London cast of Dirty Dancing at 
the Aldwych Theatre and has previ¬ 
ously appeared at the New Theatre in 
the Opening Gala for the International 
Festival of Musical Theatre.” 

Tickets are on sale now with prices 
from £10.50 to £28.50. For further 
details about the show or to book tick¬ 
ets, visit www.newtheatrecardijf.co.uk 
or call the Box Office on (02920) 
878889. 



Charity concert with Blues choir 



CARDIFF Blues 
Choir which 
includes members 
from the Vale, is 
holding its 
Christmas concert at 
a larger venue this 
year - St Andrew’s 
URC, Roath. 

The audience can get 
in the festive mood on 
Thursday, December 12 
(7.30pm). Tickets cost 
£7, or £5 for children 
and concessions. All 
proceeds will be donated 
to The Prince’s Trust. 

Contact cardiff- 
blueschoir@gmail. com 
for tickets. 

TV 

Hafan 

lottery 

draw 

THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D803. 

• £2,000: 644230. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £12,000, 
was won by 786900. 

• £10: 2 8 4 2 9 6, 
311607, 843742, 
816047, 759277, 130209, 
361908, 299913, 802466, 
569026, 636379, 666301, 
337571, 864141, 140850, 
810509, 181303, 114078. 

#£5:761887,847830, 
370412, 126368, 762051, 
718086, 151838, 437705, 
331772, 886186, 550161, 
746388, 982722, 988419, 
425470, 246378, 978820, 
893818, 221039, 833837, 
794906, 350830, 406565, 
355508, 422854, 251753, 
271265, 815018, 471606, 
418695, 357384, 837354, 
662450, 509396, 
499130, 343913, 410769, 
116008, 463568, 774773, 
181509, 435491, 838448, 
102605, 659550, 644387, 
766129, 668130, 392636, 
613907, 112247, 281093, 
855738, 552767, 377728. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 
2053 2300. 


What’s on - and where 


Councillors’ surgery 

THE Llantwit First Independents will be holding 
a surgery at the Heritage Centre, Town Hall, 
Llantwit Major this Saturday, December 7, from 
9.30am until 11.30am. Residents who have any 
issues to raise are welcome to attend. 

Mayor’s coffee time 

THE Vale of Glamorgan Mayor is hosting a chari¬ 
ty coffee morning in aid of Ashgrove School on 
Tuesday, December 10, from 10.30am - 12noon in 
the Civic Offices, Barry. All are welcome. 

Christmas Bingo! 

THERE was yet another record turnout last 
month for the British Legion Bingo session in 
Cowbridge. 

We are now getting three times the attendance we 
started with at the start of the year. 

The star of this session was Leanne Boyd, daugh¬ 
ter of Heidi the Scratcher - reaping £144 in three 
shouts and only narrowly missing the Snowball. She 
would have cleared almost £200, if she had not 
agreed to share the last call with her friend! 

But the newcomers were not to be outdone and 
they also had some good wins. If you want to win 
some cash for Christmas, join us on Thursday, 
December 12. We’ve had Black Friday - this could 
be your Golden Thursday! There is a special first 
prize in the raffle - kindly donated by The Duke Of 
Wellington - dinner for two. 

Apart from that, there will be the usual succulent 
finger buffet and the nerve-tingling excitement of 
Bingo. Bring your friends (and your best bottle of 
wine) for this special occasion! 

The place - The Lesser Hall, Cowbridge Town 
Hall. Don’t miss Eyes Down at 7.30pm on 
December 12\ Basil Watkins 

Tree festival at church 

THE St Mary’s Church, Barry Christmas tree 
festival begins on December 11, with the switch¬ 
ing on of the lights on over 40 trees, and a concert 
givenn by the Cadoxton School and Superstars 
drama group. 

The church will then be open between 10am and 
5pm on December 12 - 13 to view the trees on dis¬ 
play. 

During the two days, we will have the pleasure of 
listening to eight school choirs from all over Barry 


and there will be refreshments available throughout 
the festival. 

On Saturday breakfast with Father Christmas 
will be followed by viewing of the trees and then at 
3pm a concert by Barry Choral Society and the 
children’s choir from St Richard Gwyn’s Roman 
Catholic School. During this concert we will be 
announcing the winner of the festival. Further 
details are available on 01446 747928. 

Penarth gig 

THE John Lewis Trio, plus Stuart Mcllroy on 
piano, and a surprise special guest, will be playing 
at Penarth Ex-Servicemen’s Club on Eriday, 
December 13, with support from Sicknote Steve 
and DJ Liam Curtin. Tickets available from 
Pencerdd Music at Station Approach, Penarth, 
Cardiff. Doors open at 7.30pm. 


The Duke of Wellington 

High St, Cowbridge 

hosts a 

CHRISTMAS ANTIQUE 
& COLLECTORS FAIR 

on 

Saturday 7th December 

Coffee, lunches etc available from 
the bar and restaurant. 

OPEN 10am to 4pm 
Entrance £1; Children FREE 




r w COiiicr 

Fancy Free Computer Classes? 

What is it? One-to-one tuition from friendly students of 
Atlantic College. 

Who is it for? People aged 60-i- who are interested in 
learning basic computer skills including sending 
e-mails, creating word documents, surfing the net, 
on-line shopping, etc. 

When is it? Wednesdays 2.15pm - 3.30pm starting on 
January 22, 2014. 

Where is it? Atlantic College, St Donat’s Castle, Llantwit 
Major, CF61 1WF. 

How do I sign up? Just call Lorraine on 01446 799000 
to express your interest. 


} Coy church Crematorium Joint Committee 



will be held at 

COYCHURCH 
CREMATORIUM 

Thursday 12th December 
2013 at 7.00pm 

Led by 

Reverend Michael Komor 

^ Parish of Coity with Nolton and Brackla ^ 

Reverend D Euros Miles 

Noddfa Ruhamah, Porthcawl 
Featuring Bridgend Male Voice Choir 

COMPLIMENTARY WINE AND MINCE PIES WILL BE 
SERVED AT THE END OF THE SERVICE 

ALL ARE WELCOME 


W Cydbwyllgor Amlosgfa Llangrallo 

6iii88anaeiii Nadoiig 

Yn cael ei gynnal yn 

AMLOSGFA 

LLANGRALLO 

Nos lau 12 Rhagfyr 2013 
am 7.00pm 

Dan Arweiniad 

Y Parch. Michael Komor 

Y Plwyf Coety, Nolton a Bracla 

Y Parch. D Euros Miles 

Noddfa Ruhamah, Porthcawl 
Gyda Chdr Meibion Pen-Y-Bont 
BYDD GWIN A MINS PEIS AM DDIM YN CAEL 
EU GWEINIAR DDIWEDD Y GWASANAETH 

CROESOIBAWB 
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True story has real charm, as 
Hanks and Thompson shine 


T he fashion 
for adapting 
beloved nov¬ 
els into films has 
been in practice for 
many years - the 
money men of 
Hollywood often 
spying a profit in 
taking tales from 
page to screen. 

One of the most 
beloved of these, Mary 
Poppins, underwent 
quite an intriguing jour¬ 
ney, the story of which 
is told in Saving Mr 
Banks. 

Tom Hanks plays 
Walt Disney, who is 
determined to bring PL 
Travers’ Mary Poppins 
to the big screen. With 
Travers (Emma 
Thompson) initially 
reluctant to allow 
Disney to do anything 
with the source materi¬ 
al, Walt must go on a 
charm offensive to win 
her over; while Travers 
is forced to look back 
over her troubled child¬ 
hood which formed the 
inspiration for the 
story... 

Every year, around 
this time, there are cer¬ 
tain films that are 
tagged ‘Oscar bait’. 
These productions usu¬ 
ally have a top-notch 
cast, a true-life story 
that pulls on the heart¬ 
strings and/or awakens 


a sleeping nostalgia, 
and a magical charm to 
bewitch all who see it. 

Certainly, Saving Mr 
Banks fits the mould 
and ticks all the above 
boxes, but, with a pleas¬ 
ingly playful breezy air, 
it comes across as less 
cynical than most 
‘Oscar bait’ and, ulti¬ 
mately, is a charming 
and intriguing telling of 
the story behind one of 
the best-loved children’s 
films of all time. 

Much of the charm 
comes from the lead 
performances, where 
Tom Hanks and Emma 
Thompson are in 
inspired form as the 
man intent on making a 
film of Poppins and the 
author intending to keep 
her in literary form. 

Certainly, the battle 
of commerce versus 
artistic integrity is one 
that rages even now, but 
as the film slowly 
unspools, we discover 
that Travers’ reasons for 
not wanting to see 
Poppins on the big 
screen run deeper than a 
mere fear of all that is 
stood for being the sub¬ 
ject of a garish Disney 
production. 

Thompson has the 
most work to do here, 
the character is flinty 
and sharp and could 
easily have come across 
too misanthropic (espe¬ 
cially when playing 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


across from from one of 
America’s most beloved 
actors essaying one of 
America’s most beloved 
figures). So, it is a tes¬ 
tament to Thompson 
that she finds the heart 
of the character and 
plays the role from 
there (it is worth staying 
through the end credits 
to hear the real Travers 
issuing orders about the 
making of the film, 
highlighting just how 
well she has been cap¬ 
tured on film). 

Aided by some witty 
put-downs and a good 
dose of English man¬ 
ners, Thompson shines 
in the role, while the 
use of flashbacks adds 
weight to her turn, the 
actions of the past hav¬ 
ing a greater impact on 
her than you would ever 


know. Hanks could easi¬ 
ly have offered a fac¬ 
simile of Disney and 
played up the stereotyp¬ 
ical image of the man, 
but it is to his and the 
screenwriters’ credit 
that even though he is 
given less of the heavy 
lifting, his performance 
is integral to the film, 
the gentle push and pull 
of the two characters 
(an odd couple in every 
sense) given substance 
and pathos. 

There are plenty of 
winning supporting 
turns to be found - 
from Paul Giamatti as 
Travers’ driver, Jason 
Schwartzman and BJ 
Novak as the Sherman 
brothers, whose songs 
make Mary Poppins 
soar, the always impres¬ 
sive Bradley Whitford 
as the film’s writer, 
while Colin Earrell is 
hugely impressive as 
Travers’ father in the 
flashback sequences, 
which are touching and 
heartbreaking in equal 
measure. 

Director John Lee 
Hancock knows his way 
around a true-life tale 
having helmed The 
Blind Side, The Alamo 
and The Rookie, and his 
direction is assured 
without being spectacu¬ 
lar, solid but never 
showy. 

Allowing the actors 
to do what they do best. 


Hancock’s camera is 
often an observer in 
proceedings, albeit one 
with an ever so stylish 
visual sense. The only 
bugbear (and it really is 
a minor one) is how 
both lead characters are 
slightly whitewashed, 
with the film only 
examining their profes¬ 
sional lives and, in 
Travers’ case, her early 
life. 

Given the interesting 
lives both characters 
led, it seems a shame 
that they aren’t dug into 
any more than they are, 
but this is a small quib¬ 
ble in what is otherwise 
an incredibly well- 
judged, charming and 
likeable effort. 

VERDICT A won¬ 
derful film that brings 
to light an interesting 
back story on a chil¬ 
dren’s classic. Saving 
Mr Banks has excellent 
performances from all, 
but especially Tom 
Hanks and Emma 
Thompson, who are 
mesmeric in the leads. 

Sparky and snappy, 
but with a strong dose 
of pathos, it is a film 
that will fail to charm 
only those with the 
coldest of hearts. 
Essential viewing. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Mary Poppins 
(1964), Hitchock 
(2013). 


St Clare's pupils 
raise £857 for 
Children in Need 


STAFF and pupils from St 
Clare’s School, Porthcawl, 
once again made a tremen¬ 
dous effort for Children in 
Need this year. 

On November 15, pupils from the 
nursery, prep school and the senior 
school came to school in non-uniform 
and silly hats to help raise money for 
Pudsey Bear. 

There were numerous activities 
arranged across the school throughout 
the day, with a grand total of £857 
being raised. Much of the fundraising 
was co-ordinated by members of the 
sixth form, who came to school in 
fancy dress and spent the day collect¬ 
ing money for the BBC appeal. 

Visitors to the school may have 
been surprised to see the Teletubbies, 
Ali G, a sumo wrestler and Batman 
walking the grounds of the school, 
but it was all for a good cause! 

During a special assembly, younger 


pupils had the chance to bid for a 
sixth former to be their ‘Slave for the 
Day’. The winning bidders then 
became their ‘Masters’, instructing 
them to do any tasks they wished, 
from buying their lunch to carrying 
their bags all day! 

Eor some of the sixth form boys 
the pain didn’t end there, either... At 
lunch time, senior school pupils 
formed a very long queue to be able 
to wax the sixth formers’ legs! This 
was a fantastic way to raise money, as 
well as the boys’ blood pressure! 

Over in the Prep school, there was 
a raffle and a cake sale, and pupils 
put their coins on a giant picture of 
Pudsey Bear, which was then donated 
to Children in Need. 

Well done, and thank you to all 
pupils and staff at St Clare’s School 
for raising such a great sum of 
money. JH 


Crafts 
in the 
library 

THERE will be a 
drop-in craft session at 
Cowbridge Library on 
two Saturdays, 

December 7 and 14, 
from 2pm-3pm, for 
ages three to 12 years 
old. 

Eor more informa¬ 
tion, contact the 
library on 01446 
773941. 


TENDERS FOR GRASS CUTTING 
& GROUND MAINTENANCE 


Persons interested in tendering 
for a 3-year contract for grass cutting 
and general maintenance contract 
for various sites within the 
WENVOE COMMUNITY COUNCIL AREA 
are invited to contact 
The Clerk, Wenvoe Community Centre, 
Old Port Road, Wenvoe CF5 6AN. 
Telephone 029 20591139 
between 9am - 12noon, Monday to Thursday 
Applicants must have proven experience 
in landscape maintenance 
Applications should arrive no later than 10am 
on Monday 13th January, 2014. 



WENVOE 

& Paving Centre 


Come and see - our fantastic range of 

Log Cabins, Gazebos and Hot Tub Houses 



APEX SHEDS 

6'X 4'-£295 • 7'X 5'-£339 • 8'x 6'- £395 

Prices include VAT and local delivery. While stocks last 

Installation only £65 (locally on your prepared base) 

Need a base? Want your old shed taken away? 

We are happy to quote for the work! 

Also available: SHEDS - SUMMERHOUSES - GREENHOUSES - 
PLAYHOUSES - POTTING SHEDS - ARCHES AND ARBOURS. 


Wenvoe Garden Buildings & Paving Centre, Style Gardens Centre 
Port Road, Wenvoe, Cardiff, (I)F5 6AD 

Opening Times: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5pm Sat 9.00am - 12.30pm, 

Tel: 02920 591000. Closed Sundays 

\Ne look forward to seeing you! 

Download our cabin brochure at www.wenvoegarden.co.uk 
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STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Ooii*t roplaco tho Just tho Panes! 


Broken or Damnaged Windowsr 
Faulty HingeSt Handles or LocksI 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 
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$ Year Manufacturers Guarantee 
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VICTIM WAIVES ANONYMITY 
TO HELP OTHERS SPEAK OUT’ 

Maesteg paedophile 
jailed for 30 months 


A PAEDOPHILE pension¬ 
er has been jailed for 30 
months at Cardiff Crown 
Court for sexually abusing 
a child 30 years ago. 

The court had heard that the 
victim who, since the attacks, has 
suffered ill-health, including 
chronic fatigue syndrome, wrote a 
10-page letter to Michael Batten, 
saying he had made her life a “liv¬ 
ing hell”. 

Batten (70), a retired railway 
employee of Neath Road, 
Maesteg, was found guilty by a 
majority verdict of 11-1 of three 
charges of indecent assault and 
guilty by a similar majority of 
committing an act of gross inde¬ 
cency. 

Batten, a married man, had 
been released on bail after being 
found guilty to “put his affairs in 
order”. 

On his return to the court last 
week. Judge Neil Bidder QC 
jailed him for 30 months. He also 
ordered Batten to register as a sex 
offender. 

After the verdict, the victim 
waived her anonymity so that she 
could talk about her ordeal and 
“encourage other victims to speak 
out”. 

She identified herself as Rachel 


Isaac, 39, a Maesteg-born woman 
who had enjoyed a successful act¬ 
ing career until 2008 - when she 
fell victim to repeated attacks of 
shingles and chronic fatigue syn¬ 
drome. 

Her mother, journalist Jayne 
Isaac, worked for The GEM for 
several years. 

Rachel Isaac’s best known role 
was as Trudy in The Ojfice, and 
she also appeared in Casualty, 
Holby City, Murphy ’y Law and the 
film. Very Annie Mary. Her last 
full TV role was in S4C’s drama 
Caerdydd. 

In interviews with media organ¬ 
isations, Rachel Isaac revealed 
that her shingles and chronic 
fatigue syndrome had later been 
linked to post traumatic stress, and 
this had led to counselling. 

The sexual abuse charity that 
arranged the counselling, ‘One in 
Four’, also supported Rachel 
when she contacted the police to 
report the abuse. 

At the trial, prosecutor Claire 
Pickthall said Batten groomed the 
child, aged only eight, gaining her 
confidence and trust before com¬ 
mitting the offences. 

“She was groomed for Batten’s 
own sexual gratification,” she 
said. 

He had told her to tell no-one 


and that if people found out, the 
police would put her in jail. This 
made the child frightened and con¬ 
fused. 

Matters came to a head last year 
when Rachel Isaac wrote an 
“angry and explosive” 10-page 
letter to Batten outlining the effect 
his behaviour had had. It was 
delivered personally by courier. 

In court. Miss Isaac gave evi¬ 
dence behind a screen in order not 
to see Batten. 

She said she hated and detested 
him for ruining her childhood. 
Batten, she continued, had ter¬ 
rorised her and she had had 25 
years of strain and pressure. He 
caused her permanent mental ill¬ 
ness and her relationships were “in 
tatters”. 

She also told the court that she 
had many cognitive therapy ses¬ 
sions and had flashbacks that 
Batten was in her home. 

He was, she said, a “predatory 
presence”. 

Rachel Isaac had told friends 
about the abuse when she was 18, 
and these friends testified in court. 

Speaking after the verdict. Miss 
Isaac said that victims would not 
be alone if they took action, and 
said that support was available 
through GPs, counsellors, and 
charities such as One in Four. 


VALE MP ASKS ABOUT 
BARRY X-RAY MACHINE 


VALE MP Alun 
Cairns has raised con¬ 
cerns about confusing 
messages being given 
over Barry Hospital’s 
X-Ray machine. 

He told The GEM that 
he has received many 
complaints from Vale 


residents that the X-Ray 
machine at Barry 
Hospital is out of order. 
However, when he 
raised this with the local 
health board, they 
claimed that it is work¬ 
ing. 

Mr Cairns said he is 
concerned about the 


Churches* gift 


THE parishioners 
of St Cadoc’s and St 
Mary’s have created 
displays and 

Christmas scenes at 
the Garden Room in 
Cadoxton Park, 
Barry Library and 
Park Funeral 
Home. 

These have been put 
together by members of 
both congregations and 
include work by the chil¬ 
dren of Cadoxton 
Primary School, on dis¬ 
play in the Garden Room 
at the park as a Christmas 
gift to the town. 

There is also an out¬ 
door crib scene outside 
St Mary’s Church at the 
start of the Christmas 
tree festival which runs 


at St Mary’s from 
December 11-14, and 
during the Christmas sea¬ 
son for all to see. 

This year, the figures 
will be travelling to local 
schools where they will 
be spending a night at 
Cadoxton Primary and 
Holton Road Primary 
before returning to 
church in time for 
Christmas Eve, where 
there will be a vigil mass 
for the whole family at 
5.30pm at St Cadoc’s, 
and Midnight mass will 
be celebrated at St 
Mary’s at 11.30pm. 

On Christmas day, 
8am Mass at St Mary’s 
and 10am Sung Mass at 
St Cadoc’s - come and 
join us for this wonderful 
celebration. 

Fr Ben Andrews 


Dickensian fayre 

ON Friday, December 6, the Rotary Club 
of Dinas Powys holds its annual 
Dickensian Fayre in the village square 
starting at 6pm. 

This year’s fayre will feature the Vale of 
Glamorgan Band, and stalls selling crafts, cards and 
Christmas gifts. There will be hot food and drink on 
sale such as cawl, mulled wine, cakes and burgers. 

The highlight for the children will be a visit to 
Santa’s grotto, where every child will receive a gift 
from Father Christmas. 

If any organisation would like a stall, telephone 
Paul Williams on 02920 512473. 


mixed messages and the 
inconvenience to 

patients. He is calling on 
local residents to share 
their experiences to get 
to the bottom of the 
issue. 

He said: “After receiv¬ 
ing many complaints 
from constituents, I 
raised this issue directly 
with the Local Health 
Board who assured me 
that there wasn’t a prob¬ 
lem. It appears that there 
is some confusion over 
the situation as I am still 
receiving complaints. 

“It would be helpful if 
readers contacted me 
with their experience.” 

A spokesman for 
Cardiff and Vale 
University Health Board 
said: “We are very sorry 
that there have been spo¬ 


radic disruptions to the 
X-Ray service at Barry 
Hosp The equipment 
there has suffered a num¬ 
ber of faults in recent 
months with various 
parts having to be 
replaced at different 
times and finding suit¬ 
able replacements has 
been a problem. 

“There is a back-up 
system in the room 
which can provide a lim¬ 
ited range of exams, and 
patients have been seen 
at University Hospital 
Llandough on the day 
when appropriate. 

“However, we appre¬ 
ciate this is not ideal and 
we are considering 
replacing the equipment 
at Barry Hospital to 
improve the service for 
patients.” 


‘Vale has been 
left out again’ 

- says Tory AM 


THE unveiling of the 
south-east Wales city 
region board has led 
to criticism from 
Andrew RT Davies 
AM, after it was con¬ 
firmed that the board 
will not include repre¬ 
sentation from the 
Vale council. 

Mr Davies said: 
“This is a slap in the face 
for the Vale, particularly 
having missed out on 
regeneration funding so 
recently, and I am 
extremely disappointed 
that we will not have a 
voice on this influential 
body. 


has one of the largest 
towns in south Wales and 
is a key economic driver 
within the region, partic¬ 
ularly in terms of 
tourism. 

“If that wasn’t enough, 
the national airport is 
here and the Vale also 
plays host to one of the 
Welsh Government’s 
flagship enterprise zones. 

“Once again, the Vale 
is being left on the mar¬ 
gins and it is important 
that the constituency 
AM, Jane Hutt, joins me 
in lobbying the Welsh 
Labour Government for 


CJ 


“The Vale, in Barry, better representation.” 


Show Bursaries are 
awarded by Vale society 


RIGHT: 
Dewi Harris^ 
Heather Jarvis 
and Mark 
Edwards receiving 
the Vale Show 
Bursaries from 
John Arnott. 



THE Vale of Glamorgan Agricultural 
Society were delighted to announce the 
results of their bursary awards at their 
recent committee meeting. 

The scheme, devised by Mr John Arnott, a direc¬ 
tor of the society, is to reward the youngsters 
between the ages of 16 and 26 who volunteer at the 
show. The bursary is awarded to help them in 
some way towards furthering their education or 


work, and is applied for following the Vale Show. 

The recipients of the 2014 bursary awards were 
Jack Thomas, Heather Jarvis, Rhydian Harris, 
Manon Thomas, Dewi Harris, Mark Edwards, 
Steffan Kitchen and Michael Rosser. 

The 2014 Vale Show will be held on Wednesday, 
August 13 at Fonmon Castle. Further information 
about the event can be found on the website 
www.valeofglamorganshow.co.uk or by emailing the 
secretary at: vale.show@btinternet.com. 
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Magical experience at Jollp Jesters 


B ased in Pontyclun (near 
Llantrisant), Jolly Jesters 
Playcentre is a children's soft-play 
play centre suitable for children aged 1- 
10 years. 

We are open seven days a week and offer fantas¬ 
tic facilities for children to come and enjoy! 

We have great party facilities, catering for chil¬ 
dren’s parties, disco parties and our amazing Laser 
Storm parties. 

We also have a full, healthy menu with every¬ 
thing from snacks and lunch-boxes to full meals 

Community 
shop celebrates 


25 years 


I N 2014, 
Pontyclun 
Community 
Shop celebrates 25 
years of trading. 

During this time the 
group have been able to 
give grants of £650,000 
to a variety of local, 
national, and interna¬ 
tional, good causes. 

This has only been 
possible through the 
generosity of many peo¬ 
ple. Those who donate 
goods; those who give 
their time to clean; sort; 
price; display; collect 
and deliver these goods. 

Next year, there are 
plans to re-carpet the 
ladies’ clothes section, 
to introduce a new logo. 


THE COMMUNITY SHOP 

9-13 Cowbridge Road, PONTYCLUN 

file Charity Shop for the connoisseur 


(A tm mtune a 


★ New Bridal Department (buy or hire) 

★ High Quality Clothing 

Bric-a-Brac Children’s Dept - Prams etc 

★ Curtains Second Hand Books 

★ Furniture - Second Hand ★ DVDs, etc 
OPEN: Mon to Fri 9 am - 5 pm; Sat 9am - 3pm 

Tel: 01443 222444 

We collect and deliver 


for adults and children. 

Why not pop in and experience the magic of 
Jolly Jesters? 

Visit wwwfollyjestersplaycentre.co.uk for more 
information. 


as produced by Y Pant 
Comprehensive pupils, 
and to replace the dis¬ 
play windows, and 
repaint the shop 
frontage. 

A busy year lies 
ahead, and this will 
enable us to benefit our 
community by recycling 
goods, and also help 
those who buy the 
goods at good prices. 

We will of course keep 
our policy of giving 
money to good causes. 

We always need more 
volunteers to help in the 
shop - would you have 
time to volunteer at this 
successful community 
initiative? 


JOLLY JESTER’S PLAYCENTRE 

f LASER PARTIES... 

Children’s soft play centre 
with ballpits, rope bridges, giant 
^ wavy slide, Labyrinth climb, 

spinny poles and much more. 
Children’s parties catered for 
Toddler & Mini Tots area (ages 1-10) 
FREE PARKING AND CAFE • OPEN: Mon-Sun 10am onwards 

Unit 17, Ely Valley Business Park, 
Station Terrace, PONTYCLUN 

(close to Pontyclun Station) 

Telephone: 01443 228111 
www.jollyjestersplaycentre.co.uk 


Express Denture 
offer personal care 

E xpress Denture Service, at 

Threeways Denture Clinic, offer 
professional, personal and prompt 
denture care in a comfortable, discreet 
environment. 

Our patients are the number one priority at our 
clinic. We work hard to provide you with the best 
fitting, most aesthetically pleasing dentures, made 
specifically to fit your lifestyle. 

All of our services are completed in our on-site 
denture laboratory. We provide hand-crafted, quali¬ 
ty dentures and take great pride in making your 
smile just right for you; home visits available. 


Registered Clinical Dental Technicians 


Express Denture Clinic 

Denture Experts 


Implant Retained Dentures 
New Dentures - 5 day Service Available 
Free Initial Consultation and Advice 
Emergency Denture Repairs 
in 1 Hour 

New Flexible Dentures and 
Chrome Plates 
Home Visits Available 

Eat, Smile & Talk 

with confidence 

Telephone - Cardiff: 029 20623222 
Talbot Green: 01443 222509 

Andrews Denture Clinic, 89 Whitchurch Road, Cardiff, CF14 3JP 
Threeways Dental Laboratory, Talbot Square, Talbot Green, CF72 SAB 


The First Step to a Better Smile 
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NEWS FROM THE 
PENARTH 
COMPUTER CLUB 

Online 

shopping 


RECENT articles 
have looked at pre¬ 
dictions. We also 
need to stop and 
take a look at 
where we are and 
consider how life 
has changed. Sixty 
years ago, self-serv¬ 
ice and supermar¬ 
kets were new and 
our lives were 
adapting to absorb 
any benefits from 
change; 60 years on 
and supermarkets 
are still opening. 

The Internet arrived in 
1990, and soon carried 
the World Wide Web. 

In a few short years 
the technology became 
affordable and much 
easier to use. 

Twenty years or so 
ago, selling via the web 
took off and has grown 
rapidly ever since. 

It took a while for 
some people to over¬ 
come their concerns 
about the security of 
buying online, but the 
volume of shopping now 
done online is enormous 
and growing. 

Even if you don’t use 
them personally, you 
must be aware of the 
popularity of Amazon 
and Ebay and there are a 
lot more businesses like 
them. 

Even tiny businesses 
can afford to have an 
online presence for niche 
products without the 
establishment expense of 
a bricks-and-mortar shop 
or the reliance on pass¬ 
ing trade. 

The world is changing 
again and Mike E talked 
to us about it and how 
we can take advantage 
of the fastest growing 
sector in retail. 

The timing is appro¬ 
priate in the run-up to 
Christmas, when online 
shopping is due to break 
all previous records. He 
went through the pros 
and cons. 

Reasons for NOT 
shopping on-line: 

You are unable to 
handle the goods before 
buying; 

Possible delivery 
charges; 

You do not make a 
personal selection of 


items such as fruit; 

You can rarely speak 
to an employee for 
advice; 

No coffee and Danish 
with a friend; 

Weigh those against 
the pros: 

No parking problems; 

No travel costs or 
fuss; 

No going into the 
cold; 

Eree or cheap deliv¬ 
ery; 

Choose delivery 
address (e.g. deliver a 
present to the recipient’s 
address); 

Items can be returned; 

Possible gift wrap¬ 
ping; 

LOTS of shops/sites; 

Secure payment - 
even more secure with a 
bank card; 

No kids, buggies, trol¬ 
leys; 

Less car pollution; 

Click and Collect 
means you can buy 
online but collect the 
goods and pay in store. 

The process provides 
maximum comfort (at 
home) and no walking 
between shops. 

Simply use your pre¬ 
ferred search engine to 
browse your options and 
find the best price. 

There are some price- 
comparison sites that 
help reduce the time 
taken to search. Check 
all charges before pay¬ 
ment. 

Mike showed results 
from organisations 
online that separate the 
good shops from the 
poor ones service-wise. 
After identifying where 
and what you want to 
buy there are sites where 
you can improve your 
deal without hassle. 

The final topic was a 
look at the shopper’s 
rights under the Distant 
Selling Regulations. 

Our next meeting is 
on Tuesday, December 
10, at All Saints Lesser 
Hall, Victoria Square, 
Penarth, 7.30pm to 
9.30pm. 

A social chips and 
chat evening with a fun 
quiz by Mike J. Visitors 
always welcome; see 
penarthcomputerclub. co. 
ukfor more information. 


HD 

WHAT’S ON - IN BRIEF 

Ladies choir 

BARRY Ladies Choir are holding their 
Christmas concert on December 11 at the 
Masonic Hall, Broad Street, Barry, at 7.30pm, 
under the baton of the irrepressible Alice Jones. 

Percussion duo Malleticious are guests and tick¬ 
ets (available on the door) are £6. It will be the final 
concert with the choir’s accompanist, Emma 
Arscott, as she leaves after 10 years service. 

Art event 

ART Central Friends are holding their 
Christmas event at 7.15pm in Art Central 
Gallery, King Square, Barry at 7.30pm on 
December 12. 

Guest speaker is artist and ceramicist Erances 
Woodley, followed by local youth group Pukka 
Productions, who will entertain. Christmas refresh¬ 
ments. Doors open at 7.15pm. 




GEM ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


In Business Update 


Bought a bike on 
Cyber Monday? 

S O the bike you’ve bought for a 
Christmas present is on its way. 

Don’t spoil Christmas Day by leaving someone 
out in the cold putting it together. Have it profes¬ 
sionally assembled and set-up by Vale Cycle 
Servicing and see the smiles. 

Prices start from £30 for a bike in a box, to £120 
for a bespoke built bike; kids’ bikes are half price. 

Bespoke built bikes also include the first service 
and delivery in the Vale free. 

Vale Cycle Servicing would like to wish all its 
current (and future) customers a great Christmas 
and a happy New Year. 
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How to keep 
this New Year's 
resolution! 


W E are fast 
approach¬ 
ing the 

time of year when 
many of us make 
New Year’s resolu¬ 
tions - but did you 
know surveys sug¬ 
gest 60 - 75 per 
cent fail within the 
first couple of 
weeks? 

Most of us try to stick 
to our resolution using 
willppower - that’s why 
we soon fall by the way- 
side. We are creatures 
of habit and often get 
stuck in behaviour pat¬ 
terns. 

To make a change, 
first we need to visualise 
the benefits of that 
change and to help our 
mind understand better - 
otherwise we drift back 
into the old, familiar 



CARDIFF 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SOLUTIONS 

Give your potential the 
chance to shine through 

Contact Sue Pitman hpd, dhp, mnch (Reg) 

3n 07795 964066 / 029 20654893 

Confidential free initial consultation 
with no obligation at: 

Wellfield Osteopathic Clinic, Cardiff 
Barefoot Studio, Cowbridge 
The Business Centre, Barry 

www.cardiffhypnotherapysolutions.com 


Looking to advertise in 
over 43,00 newspapers, from 
Penarth to Porthcawl, 
AND online? Then call us 
on 01446 774484 or email: 
gemsales @ tindlenews. co. uk 


The importance of life insurance... 


IFE insur¬ 
ance will pay 
/ out a lump 
sum or a regular 
income in the event 
of your death. 

Most people take out 
life insurance when they 
have a mortgage, so that 
the mortgage is paid off 
if they die, but what 
about the income that 
you currently provide 
for your household? 

How would that be 
replaced to ensure 
financial security for 
your family if the worst 
were to happen to you? 
And what if you want to 
leave a lump sum to 
your beneficiaries, or 


enough to cover your 
funeral costs? 

Life insurance can 
adress all of these areas; 
however, not all policies 
provide the same type 
of cover so it is impor¬ 
tant to ensure you have 
the right cover for your 
personal circumstances. 

Of course, life insur¬ 
ance only provides a 
payment if you were to 
die - you may also need 
to consider how you 
and your family would 
cope if you were unable 
to work through acci¬ 
dent or serious illness. 

An independent pro¬ 
tection advisor can 
arrange the type of 
insurance policy that is 


best for you, to give you 
peace of mind that you 
and your family will be 
provided for financially 
when, in the lottery of 
life, you are the one that 


needs some extra help. 

For friendly and pro¬ 
fessional protection 
advice, contact CBK 
Wales on 0300 303 
8525. 




^ clear and concise 
financial advice 


84 High Street, Barry CF62 7DX 
Telephone: 0300 303 8525 
www.cbkwales.co.uk 
Email: info@cbkwales.co.uk 

CBK Wales is a trading style of CBK (Swansea) Ltd 
which is an appointed representative of TenetConnect 
Services Ltd which is authorised and reulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. 


TIS THE SEASON TO RECYCLE 
YOUR CHRISTMAS CARDS 


W HILE many peo¬ 
ple reuse their 
Christmas cards 
- such as for present tags 
or as scrap paper, lots of 
people are keen to ‘bin’ 
their cards come the New 
Year. 

However, as waste manage¬ 


ment team member Barry Close 
(affectionately known as Eddie) 
encourages, the Vale Council 
wants residents to ‘recycle’ as 
many forms of cardboard as pos¬ 
sible instead. 

The Vale Council’s cabinet 
member for the environment and 
visible services, Coun Rob 
Curtis, suggests: “As a tip, par¬ 
ticularly for paper or card recy¬ 


cling, you may wish to purchase 
a blue co-mingled recycling bag 
for £1 from either the Civic or 
Alps office, as these have a 
Velcro flap across the top, which 
will help to ensure the contents 
remain in the bag. 

“They also have a weight in 
the base, which should help them 
to remain in situ once empty.” 


ways of behaving. 

By re-educating our 
subconscious mind into 
the new patterns of 
behaviour, we get rid of 
the old ones, just like 
having a good spring 
clean! 

Using a powerful 
combination of hypno¬ 
sis, cognitive behaviour¬ 
al therapy, NLP and 
Solution Eocused Brief 
Therapy, it’s an excellent 
way of achieving this 
‘spring clean’. 

So if you’re interested 
in making a real change 
this year and keeping 
this New Year’s resolu¬ 
tion, contact local hyp¬ 
notherapist Sue Pitman 
on 07795 964066. 

Why not buy a loved 
one a voucher for a ses¬ 
sion? An ideal 
Christmas present that 
could help them change 
their life. 
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Solo Hair Design salon 
offers nothing but the best 


L ocated on 
the A48 in 
the pictur¬ 
esque village of 
Bonvilston, Solo 
Hair Design is a 
contemporary 
salon using only 
the best award¬ 
winning Redken 
products. 

Established in 2013 
by Alexa Coppin, the 
Vidal Sassoon-trained 
hairdresser is bringing 
over 12 years of experi¬ 
ence to this exciting 
new venture in order to 
deliver a truly unforget¬ 
table and personal serv¬ 
ice to her clients. 

“I believe in beauti¬ 
ful, healthy, easy to 
manage hair,” Alexa 
said. 

“My aim is to create 
a style that not only 
looks fantastic in the 
salon, but one you can 
recreate easily in your 
own home. I’m passion¬ 
ate about hair and pro¬ 
viding a friendly, pro¬ 
fessional and top quality 
service to all of my 
clients.” 


Adjacent to the fami¬ 
ly-run Old Village Shop 
and Cafe, Solo Hair 
Design’s clients are pro¬ 
vided with complimen¬ 
tary teas and a selection 
of Eair Trade coffees. 

The cafe also offers 
full English breakfasts, 
starting from £3.95, as 
well as daily specials, 
while free on-site park¬ 
ing means that there is 
easy access to the salon 


at any time of the day. 

“My varied and inter¬ 
esting career started in 
Buckinghamshire and 
has given me a wide 
range of experience 
from managing salons 
in London and New 
Zealand to training hair¬ 
dressers in Wales and 
England,” Alexa 
explained, looking back 
on the path which led to 
the creation of the 


bespoke new salon. 

“This is the culmina¬ 
tion of all my years of 
experience across all 
aspects of hairdressing 
and I look forward to 
welcoming you to Solo 
Hair Design!” 

See next week’s GEM 
for an exclusive compe¬ 
tition where readers can 
win £50 worth of 
Redken products with 
Solo Hair Design. 



Providing a Friendiy 
and Professionai 
Hairdressing Service 

catering for Ladies, 
Gents and Children. 




Hair Design 


The OCcC ViCCage Shop, 
Qarreg Tilen, *BotwUsion. 

07738 247880 
solohairdesign.co.uk 


^ ^2096 off appennimervt 


zuitfi advert T&c appCy X 


Andrew Morgan of The Old Village Shop 
Wishes Alexa 'All the best!' NEW Cafe Now Open! 
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Memories of 
showbiz legend 
Stan Stennett 


SOUTH Wales rock 
musician, actor and 
broadcaster Stag 
Marks pays tribute 
to Welsh entertain¬ 
ment legend Stan 
Stennett, who died 
last week, at the age 
of 86: 

“I was lucky enough 
as a teenager to work 
with Stan, doing eight 
shows a week in a three- 
month summer season at 
the Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl. 

“My career was just 
starting, but Stan was 
already a big star, hav¬ 
ing been one of the high¬ 
est-paid comedians in 
the 60s. He also helped 
to pave the way to star¬ 
dom for his great friends, 
Morecambe and Wise. 

“As well as being an 
accomplished musician, 
Stan was a great actor, 
and won awards for his 
part in the drama ‘Leeds 
United, ’ and he also 
appeared in Coronation 
Street. 

“But it is for the play¬ 
ing of the character Sid 
Hooper in the hit soap 
opera Crossroads that 
Stan became a house¬ 
hold name, reaching a 
regular audience of mil¬ 
lions. Even recently Stan 



Stag and Stan at a fun run in the 80s. 


was still performing, and 
for the last six decades 
he has been in pan¬ 
tomime as Billy and 
Bonzo. 

“Although I would be 
touring with my band. 
Secret Army, our paths 
would often cross. Stan 
always had a warm wel¬ 
come for you and was 
very funny, too! He was 
also happy to give 
opportunities to up-and- 
coming Welsh artists. ” 

“1 phoned Stan at the 


height of his career to 
ask if he ’d start a charity 
fun run, knowing there 
was little chance, as he 
was fdming Crossroads 
in Birmingham five days 
a week. 

“He not only came 
down, but he spent four 
hours signing auto¬ 
graphs for all his fans. 

“That was the meas¬ 
ure of the man. I’ll miss 
you, butty! Stan Stennett 
MBE - a truly Welsh 
great! ” 


u 


LDP - FACTS AND THE 
USE OF STATISTICS” 


I WANT to share 
with Vale resi¬ 
dents some of 
the facts and statis¬ 
tics that are buried 
in the 400 pages 
and numerous asso¬ 
ciated documents of 
the Local 
Development Plan 
(LDP). 

First, the LDP states 
that the Vale population 
will reach 132,500 by 
2026 (this is a Welsh 
Government (WG) pro¬ 
jection based on 2011 
census details). The 
2011 census also tells us 
that there were actually 
126,000 people in 
53,500 households in 
the Vale at an average 
household size of 2.32. 

The LDP calls for 
10,452 houses to be 
built by 2026 for a pop¬ 
ulation increase of 
6,500 people. There is 
clearly something 
wrong here. 

Delving further, it 
appears that the LDP is 
based on WG 2008 pro¬ 


Reader’s viewpoint 


jections of a population 
in 2026 of 138,686 and 
a 2008 WG projection 
of average house size of 
2.13. 

So why does the LDP 
use the WG 2011 popu¬ 
lation figures in the 
main text of the LDP, 
but use the much higher 
2008 population projec¬ 
tion to calculate housing 
requirement? 

The council’s answer 
is that the WG has yet 
to publish the 2011 
household size projec¬ 
tions, which are due 
later this year. 

Given that the 2008 
projection estimated 
household size in 2011 
as 2.27, when it was 
actually 2.32, what are 
the chances that their 
2008 projection of 2.13 
in 2026 will go down? 

The projected house¬ 
hold size will have to 
fall to about 2.05 to jus¬ 
tify the current plan. 

My educated guess 


Beavers’ disco 

BARRY Beavers DSC is holding a 
fundraising disco event on Friday, 
December 13, in Barry Rugby Club, 
Merthyr Dyfan Road at 7.30pm. 

The cost is £3.50, and includes a buffet, and raf¬ 
fle. Music by Bro Radio. Tickets are available from 
Barry Leisure Centre, Beavers club time on 
Saturday, December between 3.45pm-4.45pm; or 
telephone Pat Einch on 01446 747683. 


would be that the figure 
will stay the same or 
even go up. Why not 
use the 2011 population 
projection and the 2008 
household size projec¬ 
tion? This is the latest 
data after all. 

This would give a 
housing requirement of 
closer to 7,000 new 
homes rather than 
10,452. What could be 
the possible reason or 
justification for nearly 
50 per cent more homes 
than the most up-to-date 
statistics show? 

The council do have 
a one-page explanation 
of their reasons, which 
basically says that they 
will adjust the plan after 
the household projec¬ 
tion becomes available. 

Why was the new 
LDP pushed out when 
this key data (anticipat¬ 
ed late autumn 2013) 
was only months away? 

Would the council 
have used the 2008 data 
if the 2011 population 
projection data was 
higher than 2008? I 
don’t think so.. 

Some other facts for 
people to consider. 

There have been 
approximately 2,000 
vacant properties in the 
Vale since 2001. The 
2008 projections predict 
a fall in three and more 


person households of 18 
per cent by 2026 and a 
60 per cent increase in 
one and two person 
households. 

How does the LDP 
address this in terms of 
more one and two bed¬ 
room properties 
required? The LDP also 
states a requirement of 
about 4,500 affordable 
properties required by 
2015, over half of 
which are required in 
the Barry area. Does the 
plan fully address this? 

I would recommend 
everyone to use the 
above facts to object to 
the LDP as being 
unsound on a coherence 
and effectiveness base 
CE2 ie not based on a 
robust and credible evi¬ 
dence base - as well as 
objections they may 
have to individual 
developments. 

Mike Carney, 
Cowbridge 


Anti¬ 

poverty 

grants 

IN conjunction with 
the Vale Council, the 
Barry Communities 
First Cluster team 
have been awarded 
£25,000 by the Welsh 
Government to dis¬ 
tribute to local groups 
and organisations to 
help implement the 
Communities First 
anti-poverty delivery 
plan. 

Groups and organi¬ 
sations can access the 
‘Tackling Poverty 
Small Grants Fund’ for 
up to £5,000, all money 
to he spent hy March 
31, 2014. 

Deadline for submis¬ 
sion is 5 pm on 
December 12. To 
request an application 
form, email 

Communitiesfirst@vale 
ofglamorgan.gov. uk 


Chase the Pud 
run cancelled 

THE Chase the Pud run, due to be held at 
Barry Island this Sunday, December 8, has 
been cancelled due to lack of numbers. 

The event had been organised by the Vale Council 
and the British Heart Eoundation to raise funds for 
the charity. 

A Vale Council spokesperson said: “Apologies for 
any inconvenience caused. If anyone wishes to 
donate to the British Heart Eoundation, please visit 
www.bhf.org.uk. ” 


New Way 

Solar 

Energy 


‘#AI 


4 

S«UI 


mmf 




Fuel costs rise again - they wiil oniy ever go up! 

Solar PV installations have reduced in price along with cuts 
to the Feed in Tariff so the figures still add up. 

Our systems start from £2999.00 for a 1.5 Kilowatt system. 

A 4 Kilowatt system starts from £4999.00 and can save up 
to 50% on electricity bills plus £650.00 per annum from the 
Feed in tariff for 20 years tax free. 

Some of our customers are saving on gas bills by 
heating their water with an electric immersion heater. 

Make savings by heating your hot tub or swimming pool 
from solar panels. 

If you are thinking about Solar PV and would like 
advice or more information contact us. 


NEW WAY SOLAR ENERGY 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH 

VALE PLUMBING & HEATING 

We can now offer the most cost 
effective and eco-friendly way of 
heating your home. 

No need for costly replacement of boilers pipework or tanks. Heat pump 
installation is a relatively speedy procedure involving minimal disruption. 

What is an Air Source Heat Pump, and how does it work? 

Basically, an air source heat pump is a highly efficient device that harness¬ 
es the free low-grade energy from our surroundings and delivers this as 
useful heat energy. A heat pump also provides cooling in summer! 

How effective is a Heat Pump, compared to more 
convential methods of heating? 

The most efficient gas boilers claim efficiency of 
up to 99%. This is for the combustion of gasses 
only, not the usable heat delivered - 
this is considered to be around 70%. 

Conventional electric heating, though more 
efficient (in the region of 98%) is perhaps the 
most expensive and creates huge amounts of 
greenhouse gasses during production. 

Heat pumps operate with coefficients of performance in 
excess of 4:1. This means that for each unit of energy 
used, FOUR times as much is delivered in heat. 



p, . f.i . 07973524858 ' Kevin cn 07989358966 
Vi»r n.f 4^*1:' liJ newwaysolarenergy.com 



FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL: 

KEVIN 07989 358966 
COLIN 07973 524858 
GARETH 07929 168006 


Why not 
combine 
your heat 
pump with 
a Soiar PV 
system and 
heat your 
house 
absoluteiy 
free! 
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Pictures by IAN DIXON 


COUNCILLOR’S CALL TO 
SUPPORT LOCAL SHOPS 


A PLAID Cymru 
councillor in the Vale 
has called for resi¬ 
dents to do some of 
their Christmas shop¬ 
ping in Vale town cen¬ 
tres. 

The call comes ahead 
of this weekend’s ‘Small 
Business Saturday’ on 
December 7, which 
highlights the choice and 
affordability of local 
businesses. 

Coun Ian Johnson, 
who represents Barry 
town centre, said: “All 
of the Vale’s high streets 
are filled with unique 
independent stores. 

“Spending money in 
high street shops rather 
than travelling out of 
town or buying on-line 
means that the money 
you spend will con¬ 
tribute to the vibrancy 


and vitality of our local 
areas. If you go shop¬ 
ping in your local high 
stree, or down Holton 
Road, then you’ll see 
presents and opportuni¬ 
ties that you won’t find 
anywhere else - as well 
as presents that you’d 
otherwise have to travel 


to buy. Every pound that 
we spend in a local, 
independent store is 
twice as likely to stay in 
the Vale as a pound that 
goes to a supermarket - 
and more likely to be 
spent again by those 
shops in the local econo¬ 
my.” 


Author’s book 
recommended 

THE Welsh Books Council has recently 
launched the 2014 Book Slam competition and 
listed among the recommended reads is a book, 
Silent Mountain, by Barry-based author 
Michelle Briscombe. 

BookSlam, combined with its Welsh-language 
counterpart (Darllen Bros Gymru), is Wales’ largest 
reading competition and is open to school years 3-6 
across the country - for free. 

Silent Mountain, published by Candy Jar Books, 
Cardiff, has been chosen as one of the three recom¬ 
mended reads for the county round of its group. 


THERE was a wel¬ 
come recently at 
Peterston-super-Ely 
Primary School 
when it held its 
stakeholders’ 
evening. 

Parents and friends 
toured the facilities, 
viewed displays in the 
school hall, were enter¬ 
tained by school choirs, 
and were fortified by tea 
and cake! 

The headteacher, Mrs 
Tara Lloyd, also took the 
opportunity to underline 
the need for dialogue 
between community and 
school, and encouraged 
parents to express their 
ideas and become active¬ 
ly involved in helping 
take the school forward 
in today’s fast-moving, 
techologically advanced 
society. 
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KEEP YOUR CAR IN TIP TOP CONDITION! 



A Glamorgan GEM Advertisement Feature 


AVOID CHRISTMAS CATASTROPHES... 

Give your car that vital health check! 


I N the bleak midwinter, frosty cars 
do moan....Christmas is coming, 

’tis the season to be jolly...yo//y 
skint more like! 

Every spare penny (and the credit cards) 
is allocated to presents, food and heating. 
The car is ignored and swept to the back of 
your mind with a blase I'll get that done 
in the New Year”. 

In the motor trade, we hear that every 
year - multiple times. We also know that 
realistically, it’ll be put off in the New Year 
too, because of the need to clear the credit 


card bills! Unfortunately, assuming that the 
car can wait may just lead to a right festive 
disaster if the car fails just as you’re about 
to set off on your Christmas visiting rounds 
- or worse - conks out en route with your 
over-excited sugar-filled little darlings in the 
back seats yelling and fighting. 

Worse still, the overfed dog is probably in 
the boot and because the kids gave him their 
sprouts, he has developed a flatulence prob¬ 
lem! 

A brilliant way to spend your time - wait¬ 
ing for the recovery company! That’s, of 
course, assuming that you remembered to 


renew your policy... 

The trouble with winter is that it tends to 
be cold and your car runs due to all sorts of 
little components that don’t actually like 
operating in the cold. 

What this means is that any little fault or 
problem that the car has coped with during 
the summer and autumn will now be ampli¬ 
fied to crisis point with the weather changes. 

An obvious example is glow plugs. On a 
diesel, glow plugs are absolutely vital for a 
cold start. 

You might have been advised back in the 
summer when you had your service that 


there were fault codes logged for a couple of 
the glow plugs, and the garage probably rec¬ 
ommended that you change the lot before 
winter, but you probably forgot - or possi¬ 
bly chose to gamble until they fail. 

The trouble with failing glow plugs is that 
they may struggle on with extra cranking in 
3 degrees, but one frosty morning when it’s 
minus-3, they’re not going to work at all, 
which will leave you in a pickle. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 21) 


V ^ Are pleased to announce 

E PI S 

Christmas Raffle entry has 

MOTOR SERVICES now opened... ^ 

Just pop into the office with an invoice for work carried 
out this year, 2013 (copies can be obtained). 

One entry per person, which has to be entered bv 
yourselves to be in with a winning chance 
(Draw takes place on 
December 16, 

2013) 

Exemptions 
to raffle... 

All employees of Owens Motor Services 
and all other motor traders (conditions apply) 





1st Prize 
2nd Prize 
3rd Prize 
4th Prize 
5th Prize 
6th Prize 


£150.00 + Free Ciass 4 MOT 
£100.00 + Free Ciass 4 MOT 
£75.00 + Free Ciass 4 MOT 

£50.00 + Free Ciass 4 MOT 


Free Ciass 4 MOT 
Free Interior Vaiet 


plus various 
other prizes 


BOOK NOW FOR YOUR 
FREE VEHICLE WINTER CHECK 


£10.00 Discount off MOT price 

when service & MOT booked together 

£10 offer cioses Saturday 30th November 2013. Terms and conditions appiy. 


Open from Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm; Saturday 8am -1pm 
Family run business since 1980 

01446 774870 

Building 18, Vale Business Park, Llandow, Cowbridge CF71 7PF 
Email: owensmo1orservices@btconnect.com 




Thank you to all our loyal customers... 

Celebrating 10 years! 


UijJUIjijlU VOLVO 

Bridgend’s Alternative to main dealer prices... 


TRUST THE CAR, TRUST OUR SERVICE 





All servicing, repairs, 
tyres & MOTs carried' 
out at r^listic prices 


IS YOUR VOLVO READY FOR WINTER? 

Along with regular servicing and MOTs, it is important to maintain a regular check on 
your vehicle inbetween services. As winter creeps up on us, making sure your car is 
prepared for when the temperature drops should be a priority. It is important to check 
the anti-freeze strength in your vehicle and carry out other visual and levels checks to 
ensure it remains in top condition, and gives you piece of mind whilst driving in the 
winter months. We are therefore pleased to offer you the following: 

1.22 POINT HEALTH CHECK on your vehicle for £19.99 Inc VAT 
2. ANTI-FREEZE CHANGE WITH HEALTH CHECK on your vehicle for £42.00 Inc VAT 


Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk • For more information call 01656 769769 



FREE WINTER CHECK &TOP UP 

OUR TOFUP W WI C t It RNMLABLI FRCi TO AU. EXItTINO AMD IM MRVICE CUtTOMCRt 


5 Woodham Rd, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
www.datsc.com 

Service & Repairs: 01446 327007 


o Anti Freeze 
^ Check &lopup 


Brake 

Winter 

^ &lVre Safety 

Screenwash 

J Inspectioo 

Check &lapuPj 
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KEEP YOUR CAR IN TIP TOP CONDITION! 



A Glamorgan GEM Advertisement Feature 


Make sure 
that i^our 
car is all 
ready for 
the freeze 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 20) 
The battery is 
another killer; bat¬ 
teries really don’t 
like the cold. The 
colder it is, the worse 
a battery will per¬ 
form so what might 
get by on a warm 
day, may not func¬ 
tion at all on a cold 
day. 

Any minor drain 
that the car was cop¬ 
ing with during sum¬ 
mer and autumn will 
kill the battery in 
winter. Worse still, 
most modern cars 
have stop/start tech¬ 
nology installed, and 
have special AGM 
(Active Gel 
Management) batter¬ 
ies installed. 

AGM batteries 
come with an average 
five year lifespan 
and, unfortunately, 
they don’t give any 
warning. Like old 
school batteries, they 
just fail completely 
one morning! 

Most reputable 
garages will offer a 


free winter safety 
check for your car, a 
deal that’s well worth 
taking advantage of, 
since prevention is 
always cheaper in the 
long run. 

A good winter safe¬ 
ty checklist should 
include: 

• Battery, starter 
and alternator test 

• Antifreeze 
coolant test 

• Fluid level and 
condition checks 

• Visual brake 
check and tyre 
inspection. 

• Code scan and 
glow plug or spark 
plug efficiency test 

Call your garage 
(or one of the ones 
advertising here in 
The GEM) today and 
prepare your car for 
the winter period, so 
that you don’t end up 
stranded this year. 

by CLAIRE 
NICHOLES of 
DATSC 


ChipsAway 

Professional Quality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

/Quick /Convenient /Fully guaranteed 
• Paintwork Scratches 
• Bumper Scuffs • Alloy Wheels 
To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 



MOBILE SERVICE 

or visit 

. www.chipsaway.co.uk 


PONT BE ‘FROZEN’ WITH WORRY., 

Follow the AA’s advice, 
and stay safe in winter! 


N 


OT surprisingly, 
winter is a busy time 
for the breakdown 
services - as the 
Automobile Association 
(AA) knows only too well. 

The organisation says that of 
all the seasons, winter requires 
the most care and preparation if 
you’re to stay safe and avoid a 
breakdown. 

Breakdowns are more common 
during the winter months as 
lights, heaters and wipers put 
high demands on the car battery 
and road conditions can be really 
challenging, particularly when 
snow and ice strike. 

The AA has extra patrols on 
call as the number of break¬ 
downs nearly doubles during 
particularly cold spells. 

It has issued a winter checklist 


to make sure motorists are fully 
prepared. 

CHECK YOUR CAR 

• Antifreeze - check coolant 
level regularly and, if required, 
top-up with a mixture of the cor¬ 
rect type of antifreeze. Your 
garage should check concentra¬ 
tion to ensure adequate cold tem¬ 
perature protection. 

• Battery - the most common 
cause of winter breakdowns. A 
battery more than five years old 
may struggle in the cold. Get it 
checked and replaced if neces¬ 
sary to avoid the inconvenience 
of an unplanned failure. 

• Fuel - keep at least a quarter 
of a tank in case of unexpected 
delay. 

• Lights - check and clean all 
lights regularly to make sure you 
can see and be seen clearly. 

Carry spare bulbs. 

• Tyres - should have at least 


3mm of tread for winter motor¬ 
ing. Consider winter tyres for 
improved safety. Check pressures 
at least every fortnight. 

• Windscreen - reduce dazzle 
from the low sun by keeping the 
screen clean inside and out. Now 
is a good time to renew worn 
wiper blades. 

• Screen wash - use a 50 per 
cent mix of a good quality screen 
wash to reduce the chance of 
freezing in frosty weather. 

• Locks and door seals - stop 
doors freezing shut with a thin 
coat of polish or Vaseline on rub¬ 
ber door seals. A squirt of water 
dispersant (WD-40) in locks will 
help stop them freezing. 

Prepare for the worst and hope 
for the best. As well as the things 
you should be carrying on every 
journey regardless of the weath¬ 
er, you should make up a winter 
emergency kit to keep in the boot 


- hopefully you won’t need it but 
you will be very glad it's there if 
you do. 

Winter emergency kit 

• Blanket, rug or sleeping bag. 

• Shovel 

• Bits of carpet or thick card¬ 
board to place under driven 
wheels to help regain traction on 
ice or snow 

• Salt, sand or cat litter - to 
help clear snow and ice 

• Reflective jacket(s). 

• Ice scraper and de-icer. 

• Torch and batteries. 

• Tow rope. 

• Snow chains (if you live in a 
remote or rural area) 

• Battery jump leads. 

• Bottled water. 

• Snacks - chocolate or cereal 
bars. 

• Extra screen wash. 







• Tyres, Exhausts 
& Batteries 
•Motorcycle tyres 
BM&hatmcei 


HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY CF63 4HU 
01446 745888 


.. Where Good Quality Costs You Less 


FREE WINTER CHECK & TOP UP 

FREE Battery Check 
FREE Windscreen Wash checkand top up 
FREE Anti-freeze check and top up 
FREE Oil check 
FREE Tyre check 

LOWER GUTHRIE 



MoT's 


STREET, BARRY CF63 4PS 

01446 737447 





(Jaflacnlal *• TWO Stamemmu ISBSS 


www.barrytyreautoc^re.M.ul( 

All major credit cards accepted 


OPEN: Monday - Friday 
8.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 3.30pm 




<§aiafl]a3DBaaei3flgg(t»i^^ 


ECONOMY 

kRVjCE 

Irani £60 


MAN SPEC 
SERVICE 
Iran £95 


DIAGNOSTIC 
CODE SCAN 
Iran £25 


mm 


lai 
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Sliver lapel badge 
a proud symbol 
of Merchant Navy 


IN July 1918, King George V 
had expressed his desire to 
recognise the war service of the 
Merchant (Marine) Service 
and a specific change of title 
was granted to reflect this, with 
the creation of the Prince of 
Wales as Master of the 
Merchant Navy and Fishing 
Fleets in February 1928 (this 
office being held by successive 
monarchs to the present day). 

This was also in recognition of the 
service which the Merchant Navy and 
Fishing Fleets had rendered for many 
centuries, both in peace and in war. 

A lack of recognisable uniform con¬ 
tinued into the War of 1939-1945 and it 
was decided to issue all personnel of 
the Merchant Navy with a badge to 
indicate to the public that the wearer 
was engaged in vital war work. The 
small MN badge, in silver, was intro¬ 
duced from January 1940 to be worn in 
the lapel of a jacket. 

The small silver badge with the let¬ 
ters MN meant the wearer was in the 
Merchant Navy. They had as much 
pride in wearing that small badge, as 
did men in the services in wearing their 
uniforms. 

Barry then was very much a 
Merchant Navy Town - the Docks may 
have created much of the wealth, but 
the community is directly linked to the 
sailors and crew that travelled in and 
out of the port. 

Many a young man from all over the 
country left home to go to Barry, which 
to them was the gateway to the world. 
For some it was the first time they had 
left their native towns, and their fami¬ 
lies survived on the money they sent 
home. 

Some settled in Barry and have fam¬ 
ilies there today. Many others died in 
the wars while serving in the Merchant 
Navy. 

During World War Two together 
with other south Wales ports, the part 
that Barry and the Vale played was 
vital: 75 per cent of local seamen 
would naturally tend to go to sea. 

Barry lost a greater number of men 
per head of population, than any other 
port in Britain, the age of some of the 
dead - 15 and 16 year olds. Never did 
a ship not sail for the lack of a full 
crew. 

They had little defence against 
attack; they sailed under the protection 
of the Red Duster, the ensign of the 
British Merchant Navy (having the 
Union Jack on a red background at the 
upper corner of the vertical edge 
alongside the hoist) a steel hull, a small 
silver badge and sometimes a few 
guns, were provided that were from the 
First World War and even the Boer 
war! 

During this year of the convoy 
(2013) the Merchant Navy Association 
(Wales) Barry branch has paid tribute 
in an annual service to the brave men 
of the merchant navy who are further 
now remembered with a memorial 
bench near the cenotaph, and an anchor 
monument at Barry Waterfront also 
now pays tribute to the many seafarers 
who have sailed from the town’s docks 
over the years. 

Very little is known in reality of the 
many Merchant seamen of Barry and 
the Vale of both World Wars and more 
is sought on all. 

November, World War 2, related 
Barry losses of ships and MN men: 

The loss of local man James Edward 
Luen (son of Albert Edward and 
Rebecca Luen and husband of Violet 
Victoria Makepeace from Harbour 
Road, Violet went out to Sydney to 
marry Jim) was reported at the time, as 
was much of his life. 

Remembered as Jim, he was a Chief 
Officer within the Merchant Navy, 
who had attended High Street School 
before running away to sea at an early 
age. He reappeared at Cardiff two 
years later, when someone contacted 
his mother to bring him some shoes. 

Jim is noted as serving throughout 


World War One both at sea and as part 
of the Canadian Expeditionary Eorce. 
Jim survived World War One, to com¬ 
mence going through it all again. He 
was lost in a tragic accident in World 
War Two when he was washed over¬ 
board from his ship the SS Harlingen 
on November 25, 1939, aged 43. 

Jim also spent some time as a sheep 
farmer in Australia. He and his family 
(Jim had two daughters) used to live in 
Woy Woy, a bungalow at the bottom of 
Cold Knap Way, Barry. 

In a relatively short life, Jim also 
found time to work with the British 
Ship Adoption Society, a scheme that 
linked MN ships to schools. He was 
involved with a school adoption of the 
SS Harcalo and also exhibited his own 
art work and wrote a book. 

At one time Jim cared for an alba¬ 
tross that landed on deck suffering 
from exhaustion, but recovered. Jim 
also removed an appendix at sea, guid¬ 
ed by someone talking him through it! 

November 1, 1940, saw the 

unescorted SS Empire Bison hit by one 
torpedo from U-124 and sunk. A local 
man. Chief Officer Albert E Robinson, 
was lost. The British steamship Haig 
Rose sailed from Barry for Plymouth 
on November 5, and was never seen 
again. Dashwood Arthur Edward 
Caple, son of William Henry and 
Annie May Caple of Barry and Gordon 
James Jenkins aged 24, son of William 
A and Dorothy Jenkins were lost. 

The SS Creemuir, a cargo ship, was 
sunk on November 11, 1940 by 
German bombers off Aberdeen. Alfred 
C Clanford husband of Ethel Clanford 
of Barry, Walter JT Erampton, an Able 
Seaman aged 20 and William Nelson 
were casualties. 

On November 22, 1940, the SS Cree 
was straggling from SL53 when she 
was torpedoed by U-123. The master, 
42 crew members, including local man 
Ahmed Hussein aged 23 and two gun¬ 
ners, were lost. There were no sur¬ 
vivors. 

The SS Pikepool was mined and 
sunk near Smalls Light on November 
22, 1940. Local men Paul J Boucheron 
and Reginald Crook were lost. 

The SS Bradfyne was torpedoed on 
November 22, 1940 with the loss of 
Erederick Loven. On November 28, 
1940 the St Elwyn was hit by one tor¬ 
pedo from U-103. The master and 23 
crew members including local Second 
Engineer Officer David James Robb 
were lost. 

On November 3, 1941, U-202 hit 
and sank the SS Elynderborg: three 
crew members, including Robert 
Crandon Gerrish (son of John James 
Gerrish and Phoebe Gerrish; husband 
of Elorence L Gerrish, of Barry) were 
lost. 

The Empire Pelican was attacked 
and sunk by Italian SM79 torpedo- 
bombers off the coast of Tunisia near 
the Galite Islands on November 15, 
1941: one killed, William Prank Kerby. 

On November 2, 1942, U-522 hit 
the SS Hartington, which was also hit 
by a torpedo from U-438. The aban¬ 
doned vessel was finally sunk by a 
coup de grace from U-521. 

Owen W Clements, son of William 
Charles and Elizabeth Clements; hus¬ 
band of Clarice Muriel Clements, of 
Barry and local man William Usher 
were lost. 

On November 18, 1942, the SS 
President Sergent was torpedoed by U- 
64 with local man JB Vinnicombe lost. 
On November 26, in the North 
Atlantic, the Ocean Crusader was 
intercepted by U-262. She had trans¬ 
mitted two distress signals reporting 
U-boat activity and nothing more was 
heard. 

Local losses were Wilfred H Hobbs, 
Charles Mosely, William C Vaughan 
and George Arthur Weaver. 

The SS Empire Cromwell was torpe¬ 
doed and sunk off Trinidad on 
November 28, 1942 by U-508. Peter 
Johansen and John Ritchie were casu- 

JT GREENWAY 






ABOVE: 

The junior instrumentalist finalists. 

MUSIC in the Vale recently held their 
annual weekend competition at Stanwell 
School Penarth, with singers on the 
Saturday and instrumentalists on Sunday. 

As someone attending the finalists’ concerts 
remarked: "Music in the Vale must be the best kept 
secret in the Vale of Glamorgan. The talent of all 
those performing was absolutely amazing. 
Probably the best ever in the history of the compe¬ 
tition. ” 

On the Saturday, the winner of the senior prize 
was baritone Lucasz Karauda, recently graduated 
with distinction from the MA opera performance 
course at RWCMD. Lucasz sang to a spellbound 
audience. 

Jodi Bird of Penarth won the intermediate prize 
for the third year running with a fabulous perform¬ 
ance of ‘Down by the River to Pray’. 

Jodi Bird and Manon Ogwen Parry, both from 
Penarth, also won the vocal ensemble prize. The 
choir from St Illtyd’s Primary School, Llantwit 
Major, were runners up. 

On the Sunday, it was the turn of the instrumen¬ 
talists to compete. Rachel Starritt of Bridgend won 
the newly awarded prize of most promising pianist 
in memory of Steven Burges, who died suddenly in 
the summer of 2013: he had worked as an accom¬ 
panist for music in the Vale for many years. 

Another resident of the Vale, Jack Ollier (10), 
won the most promising instrumentalist award. 

Singers: 

Junior winner, Huw Jones; junior runner-up, 
Manon Ogwen Parry; junior finalist, Twm Morgan 
Aled Huw-Jones; junior finalist, Maddy Carver. 

Intermediate winner, Jodi Bird; intermediate 
runner-up, Rhydian Jenkins; intermediate finahst, 
Kitty Cartwright; intermediate finalist, Lucy Rees. 

Senior winner, Lucasz Karauda; senior runner- 
up, Grace Wain; senior finalist, Kimberley Jones; 
senior finalist, Catherine White. 

Vocal ensemble winner, Jodi Bird and Manon 
Ogwen Parry; vocal ensemble finalist, St Illtyd’s 
Primary School Choir; vocal ensemble finahst, 
Rhys and Heledd Wynn Newton. 

Most promising in the Vale of Glamorgan, Paul 
Monaghan. 

Instrumentalists : 

Junior winner, Eirlys Lovell-Jones (11), cello; 
Junior runner-up, Mireia Horner (10) harp; junior 
finalist, Oliver Tait (8), piano; junior finalist, Xiaoli 
Biggs (8), piano. 

Intermediate winner, Nathaniel Alcolado (16), 
marimba; intermediate runner-up, Ffion Walsh 
(14), piano; intermediate finalist, Aisha Palmer 
(12), piano; intermediate finalist, Anwen Niamh 
Fardy (13), harp. 

Senior winner, Lydia Clough, clarinet; senior 
runner-up, Rachel Starritt, piano; senior finahst, 
Ben Lester, saxophone; senior finahst, Michael 
Hughes, classical guitar. 

Instrumental ensemble winner, Aisha and 
Reuben Palmer, piano duet; instrumental ensemble 
finahst. Jack Ollier and Kate Griffin, piano duet; 
instrumental ensemble finahst. The Suzuki Birds, 
piano trio. Most promising in the Vale of 
Glamorgan, Jack Olher. 

Most promising pianist, Rachel Startitt. 


ABOVE: The junior singers finalists. 


ABOVE: The senior instrumental finalists. 


ABOVE: The senior singer finalists. 


ABOVE: The intermediate instrumental finalists. 


Amazing talent unveiled 
by Music in the Vale... 


ABOVE: The intermediate singer finalists. 
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LOCAL COMPREHENSIVE STUDENTS 
REPORT BACK ON ROTARY SCHEMES 



David Pickering with Naduni Jayasinghe 
and Hanna Jones (Interactors). 


Michael Walsh, president Nick Broekstra, Luke Waller (RYLA awards). 




THE Rotary Club in Cowbridge does 
many things to help people and com¬ 
munities internationally, like sending 
out ‘ShelterBoxes’ to those struck by 
the typhoon in the Philippines, the 
Rotary push to wipe out polio 
throughout the world. 

Back in Cowbridge on November 25, there 
was an opportunity to see another side of the 
Rotary Club, the work of the youth committee, 
and all the things it has achieved right in the 
heart of our community. 

The club organises competitions in conjunc¬ 
tion with the local schools. There’s ‘Young 
Chef’, ‘Young Photographer’, ‘Young 
Musician’, ‘Young Citizen’, ‘Youth Exchange’, 
‘Youth Speaks’ (for public debating) and the 
Rotary Youth Leadership Association, or 
RYLA. 

Presentations were given by local students 
who had been on the schemes, describing what 


they had done, and presentations were also 
made by the Rotarians to those who had com¬ 
pleted the schemes. 

Lirst, Michael Walsh and Luke Waller talked 
about a week in mid-Wales on the Youth 
Leadership programme, learning caving, canoe¬ 
ing, going on long hikes and learning a little 
about what’s it like to be a leader of a team. 

Would they recommend it? They said: 
“Absolutely fantastic! An amazing week! 

Learnt new skills and made new friends! 
Thoroughly recommend it! ” 

Hanna Jones and Naduni Jayasinghe 
describedt their roles in the Cowbridge 
Comprehensive school’s Interact Club, with a 
very upbeat forecast for the year ahead. 

The Interactors had raised £1,000 for 
Velindre last year, and on ‘Children in Need’ 
Day they managed £1,248, so they were going 
to repeat some of the successes of the previous 
12 months, such as the Jazz’n’Curry Night at 
the Quarter Penny Cafe and the sale of candy 
canes, with maybe a big band night at the 


school later on. Head boy and head girl, Harri 
Thomas and Anna Wynne, continued the 
evening with their take on what their responsi¬ 
bilities were and where they felt things could 
be improved. 

They had noted that communications were 
not as good as they might have been between 
the various years in the school, and so with that 
thought in mind, they felt that the introduction 
of the ‘House’ system (as in Hogwart’s, in the 
Harry Potter stories) would improve matters, 
and they were considering which Welsh Heroes 
could lend their names to the various Houses. 

The first “Inter-House” completion will now 
take place before Christmas. 

At the end of the night, a cheque was pre¬ 
sented on behalf of the Interact Club to Justine 
and David Pickering for the charity ‘Ty 
Hapus’. t has to be said that a lot of people 
went home deeply impressed by the confi¬ 
dence, the ability and the generosity of some of 
the young people who go to Cowbridge Com 
prehen sive School. AB 



ABOVE: Harri Thomas, Anna Wynne (head boy 
and head girl), with Nick Broekstra. 
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^Maguires 

Park Homes 


New Park Home Developments 

for the over 50’s 


Heronstone Park, Ewenny, Bridgend 

Superb location in open 
countryside yet close to 
town and amenities. 
Electric gated safe + quiet 
community minded estate. 


ir|i f-j. 

V ■ "g!’- 


Prices from £125,000 


SHOW HOMES OPEN 


Cambrian Park, Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff 

Ideal location for the 
retired/semi retired. Walking 
distance to supermarkets, 
shops, doctors etc. Bus stop 
300 metres. Probably the 
most prestigious park home 
development in Wales. 



Prices from £115,000 


SHOW HOMES OPEN 




Woodlands Park, Quakers Yard, Nelson 

Tranquil electric gated 
estate, sitting in a cul de 
sac next to, but high above, 
the River Taff. 

Close to all amenities and 
public transport. 



V 


Prices from £62,500 


SHOW HOMES OPEN 


All homes come with: 

• Private block 
paved parking 

• Private landscaped 
gardens 

• Full residential 
all year use 

• Free fully colour 
co-ordinated 
furnishings 

• All bungalow 
style homes 

Low Pitch Fees - 
over 50’s only - 
plots available 
for any home 
of your choice. 

• Viewings 
most days 

• Sales centre at 
Cambrian Park 

Now Open 


Contact Wayne: 07967 591 857. Agnes: 07800 727 250. Office: 02920 597322. 
Email: w_maguire@sky.com Website: www.maguiresparkhomes.co.uk 
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VIFC slip to 
first defeat 
of season 


VIFC lost their 
undefeated league 
record, in one fell 
swoop against 

Mason’s Moving 
Group. 

The Barry side were 
in Evans’ heaven as a 
brace from David Evans, 
and goals from Michael 
Evans and a different 
David Evans, put an end 
to VFs unprecedented 
record setting with a 4-2 

Goals from VFs Phil 
Morgan and Jordan 
Mortimore were not 
enough to beat a deter¬ 
mined and spirited side 
who started the game 
halfway down the table 
in eighth place. 

On the back of a 
record 12-0 victory over 
Penarth in their last 
match, VIFC went into 
the game confident of 
maintaining their win¬ 
ning run. Mason’s had 
other plans and the VFs 
couldn’t just blame bad 
luck in losing their 13th 
league match. 

Straight from the kick 
off, both teams looked 
for opportunities to 
strike first. MMG had 
two narrow misses with¬ 
in the first 10 minutes, 
with shots falling just 
wide of the post and 
crossbar, while at the 
other end, VI top scorer 
Phil Morgan came clos¬ 
est for the away side. 

The striker came 
close twice with one on 
one battles with Mason’s 
keeper, both players 
clattering into each other 
more than once. 

It took a well-worked, 
team goal to finally 
break the deadlock in the 
VFs favour thanks large¬ 
ly to Mortimore, Cleave, 
Rogers and Morgan. 

VI captain Mortimore 
spotted the opportunity 
to play forwards and 
sent the ball towards 
Dean Cleave. 

Thanks to the mid¬ 
fielder’s quick thinking 
and a shout from Aaron 
Rogers, Cleave dum¬ 
mied and let the ball run. 
Rogers collected and 
sent the ball across and 
inside to Morgan, who 
stayed onside and dis¬ 
patched a simple but 
effective opener into the 
net. 

Rogers and Morgan 
almost doubled the lead 
moments later after a 
quick paced counter 
from a Mason’s comer 
kick. 

Mortimore cleared the 
set piece before the ball 
fell to Cleave, who sent 
Reece Lewis and Dan 
Owen upfield. Lewis 
timed a well-weighted 
ball inside to the on-run¬ 
ning Morgan, who saw 
his low shot saved well 
and rebounded to 
Rogers, who could only 
stab the ball just wide. A 
series of chances the 
VFs would soon regret 
not capitalising on. 

Mason’s hadn’t let 


going a goal down dis¬ 
hearten them and were 
finding some success 
with their attacking 
movements. 

Long balls were caus¬ 
ing the VFs trouble at 
the back and it wasn’t 
long before the home 
side found success with 
their efforts. 

A long lofted pass by 
Mason’s number 10 
found the advancing 
David Evans who 
brought the ball down 
well and fired home the 
equaliser past VI keeper, 
Craig Joughin. 

VIFC reacted in the 
right manner and quick¬ 
ly looked to rectify their 
mistakes and regain the 
lead. After Morgan was 
fouled for a push in the 
back, Mortimore and R 
Lewis stepped up to plan 
their set-piece. 

The VI captain took 
responsibility and fired 
home a low 30-yard 
effort into the far corner 
of Mason’s goal to send 
the Vis ahead going into 
halftime. 

Out of the blocks in 
the second half. Mason’s 
looked the more deter¬ 
mined side and it was’'t 
long before they found 
themselves level yet 
again. 

Another long range 
free-kick proved vital in 
the match but this time it 
took a second stab at the 
ball from Mason’s 
Michael Evans to make 
the ball cross the line. 
Mason’s went into this 
game underdogs but 
were playing as if they 
were on level pegging 
with the top of the table 
side. 

VFs were forced to 
withdraw their top scor¬ 
er of the season Morgan 
at half time due to illness 
and they quickly realised 
his importance to the 
team as they struggled to 
find their rhythm up 
front and find clear 
chances. 

VIFC were looking 
unstoppable in their 
opening season and were 
aiming to rise to 
Division One without a 
hiccup but MMG and 
David Evans had their 
own agenda. 

After dealing with 
another long ball, the 
VFs could only clear to 
another attacker who 
sent a cross high and 
across goal to D Evans. 

Joughins did his best 
to narrow the target for 
the forward but couldn’t 


prevent Mason’s taking 
the lead, as Evans scor¬ 
ing his second 

The league leaders 
tried to find an equaliser 
through efforts from 
Leigh Lewis and Geraint 
Jones before finally 
falling to the crucial goal 
of the game that finished 
any hope of a VI come¬ 
back. 

Not to be outdone by 
his namesake, another 
David Evans scored for 
Mason’s and sent the 
team and their watching 
fans into celebrations. 

An impressive long 
range effort from the 
attacker proved the final 
nail in the coffin for Vis, 
who are now forced to 
look to their next game 
against Barry Rovers to 
numb the pain of defeat. 

The league leaders 
must remember that the 
winning record they set 
was an outstanding 
effort, spanning over 12 
games and including a 
whopping 74 goals. 

They still sit relative¬ 
ly comfortably at the 
summit of Division Two 
and with the withdrawal 
of Holton Road from the 
league, now have one 
less contender for the 
title. 

On the other hand, the 
Vis must be wary that 
Cadoxton Athletic, and 
Rhoose Rovers will be 
celebrating this result 
alongside Mason’s 
Moving Group, and they 
mustn’t give their rivals 
any more causes to 
cheer. 

Thank you to the con¬ 
tinued support from our 
sponsors joining us dur¬ 
ing our inaugural season. 
Owen’s Motor Services, 
Llandow is our main 
team sponsor and shirt 
sponsor. 

The club also wel¬ 
comes The Three 
Horseshoes, St Athan, 
Higgsy Site Services Ltd 
and Cooleasy.co.uk as 
much valued sponsors. 

Squad: C. Joughin, 

C. Goodwin, M.King, 
J.Mortimore, L. Lew is, 
A.Rogers, J.Laing, 
R.Lewis, D.Cleave, 

D. Owen, P.Morgan. 
Substitute: G. Jones. 


RC 

Barry rugby 
club news 

LEAGUE rugby returns on Saturday 
when Barry First XV entertain 
Abercwmboi hoping to make it three wins 
in a row; kick off is at 2.30pm. 

Following the match the club’s Christmas draw 
will take place - if you haven’t returned your tickets 
yet please ensure they are left at the club with Carol; 
tickets will be on sale at the club right up until the 
draw. 

AJ 


CADOXTON HONOURS ALL 
ITS CHAMPION BOWLERS 


AT its annual pres¬ 
entation evening in 
the Victoria Park 
clubhouse on 

Friday, November 
29, Cadoxton 
Bowling Club mem¬ 
bers awarded cham¬ 
pionship trophies to 
both long-standing 
members and new¬ 
comers alike. 

New member Karl 
Cowling beat Jim Stacey 
in the Novices final, 
while old hands Len 
Davies beat Tony Bishop 
in the Championship 
final; David Evans beat 
Kelvin Chedgzoy in the 
Handicap final, Derek 
Brook beat Howard 
Hellyar in the Jack 
Hartman final, and David 
Tuck and Don Kuhnell 
beat Karl Cowling and 
Jim Davies in the Pairs 
final. 

In other competitions, 
Tony Bishop beat David 
Evans to win the Two 
Bowl final, and Dennis 
Hammond, Glen 

Solomon, and Ivor 
Robertson beat Jamie 


Ferguson, David Tuck, 
and Roy Harding to win 
the Triples final. 

The trophies were pre¬ 
sented by club president 
Les Cundliffe and the 
season's club captain, 
Don Kuhnell. 

Two special awards 
were made. Gil Powell, a 
visibly impaired bowler 
and a great supporter of 
the club's sporting and 
social activities, was 
selected by club mem¬ 
bers as the personality of 
the year, and Howard 
Craven was chosen to 
receive the captains' 
award for the person who 
had contributed most to 
the club's achievements 
over the past season. 

“We play in a consid¬ 
erable number of differ¬ 
ent competitions around 
the Vale and elsewhere in 
south Wales, and, as one 
of the oldest bowling 
clubs in Wales we have a 
proud and strong histo¬ 
ry,” said club secretary 
David Fanning. 

“We need players of a 
strong level of commit¬ 
ment and prowess to 
maintain that and this 


f 



ABOVE: 

Gil Powell won the 
personality of the 
year. 

season's award winners 
are no exception. We 
have a purpose-built 
clubhouse, with licensed 
bar facilities available to 
members on match days, 
and our bowling green in 
Victoria Park, Cadoxton, 
is one of the best around, 
due to the sterling efforts 
of park officer Jon 
Greatrex and his team.” 

DK 


Big shock as Welsh 
national champions 
suffer surprise loss 


SULLY indoor 
bowls champi¬ 
onship team had no 
game this week 
which enabled play¬ 
ers the opportunity 
to progress further 
for qualification in 
the Welsh National 
Open Competitions. 

The competitions 
involved were the men’s 
pairs, senior pairs and 
rinks, and there was a 
shock in the first round 
of the senior pairs where 
last year’s national 
champions, Graham 
Cogbill and Brian 
Foscolo, lost to Dave 
Curtis and Brian 
Griffiths in a exhilarat¬ 
ing game. 

The game was nip and 
tuck right up to the 11th 
end where the score 


stood at 6-5 to the cham¬ 
pions but then Griffiths 
and Curtis scored a 6 to 
go 11-6 up; the next 
three ends went to 
Cogbill and Foscolo 
scoring four shots to be 
only one shot down. 

Then on the 16th end 
Curtis and Griffiths 
scored a 4 to go 16-10 
ahead, as you would 
expect the current cham¬ 
pions fought back to go 
18-17 in front going into 
the last end. 

The pressure appeared 
to affect all the players 
except Griffiths, who 
was able to draw three 
shots past short bowls to 
gain a brilliant win 20- 
18. 

In the open pairs there 
were wins for Cogbill 
and Greenslade, Phil and 
Mat Gershenson, and 
Holmes and McLeod, 


who gained victory over 
Clarke and Woodcock in 
another closely fought 
encounter. 

The men’s rinks saw 
easy wins for the rinks 
of Dick Cowling, Brian 
Griffiths and Dave 
Mason, while the rink of 
Ken McLeod had an 
excellent win over 
Martin Clarke’s four, 20- 
6 . 

The Sully champi¬ 
onship team play this 
Saturday against Taff 
Ely at Pontypridd IBC; 
there are two sessions 
with three rinks playing 
10am-2pm and three 
rinks from 2pm-6pm; all 
players are requested to 
confirm availability by 
Thursday December 5. 


FP 

Bridgend bridge club 


THE results for Bridgend 
Bridge Club for recent events 
are: 

Wednesday, November 27: first 
Mike Best and Roger Penton, second 
Ray Smith and Liam Sheridan, third 
Simon Gottschalk and Simon 
Richards. 

Friday, November 22 (the first 
night of club pairs): first Irene 
Wickham and John Whateley, second 
Debbie and Dave Lea, third Linda 
Pinnock and Denis Mottram. 

The best placed improvers for 
Thursday, November 21, were Colin 
Lewis Stuart Davies and Arthur 


Harvey. 

In addition to the regular club 
nights on Wednesdays and Fridays at 
Nolton Church Hall at 7pm, to which 
all bridge players are welcome, on 
Thursdays from 2pm until 5pm, also 
at Nolton Church Hall, there are gen¬ 
tle bridge sessions primarily for the 
less experienced and where assistance 
is available. 

Lessons for improvers also take 
place on a Thursday afternoon - to 
register an interest please contact 
Steve Burgoyne (01656 661968) or 
John Evans (01656 880372), either of 
whom will welcome your call. 

DN 


CALLING ALL CLUB OFFICIALS! 

The GEM welcomes your news, reports 
and other items of interest - email us at: 

gemeditoriaI@tindIenews. co. uk 



David Evans receives the Handicap trophy 
from club president Les Cundliffe. 
PHOTOS BY DENNIS HAMMOND 



There were plenty in action at Sully bridge 
club recently. 


SULLY BRIDGE 
CLUB NEWS 


MONDAY, 
November 26: 

North/South - 1st 
Helen Davies/Mark 
Roderick 62.16; 2nd 
Gareth Stone/Brian 
Gardner 60.59; 3rd Peter 
Millar/Trish Tracy 
58.96. Handicap - Mai 
Williams/Betty Hollis - 
57.45. EastAVest -1st 
Anne Johns/John 
Pikoulis 71.28; 2nd 
Peter Craig/Hazell Craig 
57.44; 3rd Janet 
Cunnington/Sean 
MacDougall 54.96. 
Handicap - Anne 
Johns/John Pikoulis 
61.82. 

Wednesday, 

November 28: 
North/South - 1st Peter 
Millar/Trish Tracy 
63.89; 2nd Hazell 
Craig/Peter Craig 63.16; 
3rd Alan James/Carol 
James 61.94. Handicap - 
Hazell Craig/Peter Craig 


61.66. East/West - 1st 
Anne Johns/Bunty 
Wiseman 59.55; 2nd 
Sam Fellows/Norman 
Ryley 57.41; 3rd Val 
Davies/Carol Cochlin 
55.69. Handicap - Sam 
Fellows/Norman Ryley 
60.60. 

Saturday, November 
30: North/South - 1st 
Peter Millar/Trish Tracy 
58.33; 2nd Sheila 
Kavanagh/Joan 
Thompson 54.76; 3rd 
Reg Dyer/Kay Dyer 
51.19. Handicap - Sheila 
Kavanagh/Joan 
Thompson 58.28. 
East/West -1st Pam 
Sherman/Pat Verdon 
58.33; 2nd Anne 
MacDougall/Sean 
MacDougall 57.94; 3rd 
Mary Cartwright/Pat 
WalW 56.35. Handicap 
- Mary Cartwright/Pat 
Walker 59.90. 
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Solar’s Snowball Sale! 


ISION 


ilH IW lAlKl iafeKrtmitii PkIsh I 


^ Oft* 

/ fi »*>«»\ 

/' f«t» »•>&«»< 


CM V •(iHiMm Mt IritHw a MNl t«Mrt n 


Is Yoir Aenai iiisialier__? 

-> -III***? 

lH4n« 


ONE IfISION AREI 



40% * 


• Blind 1 • Blind 2 • Blind 3 • Blind 4 • 
10% 20% . 30% 


,r^ 

t| 


Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 306 


01656 349 281 


SS 


wwvw.onevlsionltd.co.uk 
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jtal 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired.' 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± ±60 
or Barry 0±446 743267 
_ www.lst-digital.co.uk _ 




VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 

TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
y COVERING ALL AREAS J 


rjtt 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing^ 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 450088 
or 07920 195775 



SOLAR DAYTONA 

North Road, Bridgend Unit 3F, Palmerston Road, 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend Barry 

CF313TP Tel: 01446 740842 

Tel: 01656 663800 www.solarsunshades.co.uk 



REASONS 

1 FREE Fitting 

2 FREE Quotation 

3 5 Year Guarantee 


BLINDS & 
CURTAINS 

3 Vertical 
^Blinds M - 

,£99^ 




Freephone: 

0500 295192 

Made in Wales.Proud to be Welsh 


BUILDING SERVICES 



I Electrical and plumbing work underaken by gas 
safe and NIC accredited personnel. 

I Full design and planning service. 

I Free estimates given. 

I Roofing and plastering work. 

I All general building work considered. 

I House extensions a speciality. 

TeL 07973 469382 

SEFWING THE VALE 




Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


Building 

Contractors 

Grab Hire 
Plant Hire 

gOI446 700535 

MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


BLEND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings S; Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphill 
CF83 IBQ • vvww.starline-blinds.co.ul 


Cliiinneyl"M029) 2086 0631 
Sweep 


GEINUIINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 


C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 





BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TWIBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PR OBLEMS 

01446 420784 "g 

07970 642537 5 

www.bairyanclvaleclampproofing.co.uk 



Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 

w 

Dai 

BUILI 

Extensions, Li 
New E 


rem 

DTECH 

)ft Conversions, 
5uild etc 



The emi 

01446 774484 


Menzies 

Carpentry Services 


KITCHENS, BEDROOMS 
& BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED 

All aspects of Carpentry 
work undertaken 


01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 


OearAoof.y 


Hetas 
Registered 


SWEEPING & 
INSTALLATIONS 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


_ me @ 
guildofmastersweeps 


CHOICE 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 
_ Pius... 


Stain & Odour Removal 

FREE 

with carpet clean 


07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 


The GEM 


Dry Carpet 
Cleaning Specialist 

Have your 
carpets 
cleaned in 
time for 
Christmas! 


Free Estimates 
01656 648043 


VfiLE CARPETS 

€<Mted^ to- tfOU- 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


More CARPET SERVICES 
Next Page 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 
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The Carpet & Vinyl Service 


Real prices • Real value • Real service 

We take pride in 
our work & offer 
the best prices 


m 




Call Gordon on 07990 582686 
www.thecarpetservice.net 




STADRE 

PAINTING 
& DECORATING 


> Interior/Exterior 

> Clean, Friendly 

> Professional 

> No job too small 


07791 752532 

grussell@live.co.uk 


fony John 

Building Maintenance 
Interior/Exterior 
Painting & Decorating 
Tiling (Walls & Floors) 

07741 817378 
01446 71 1845 


Bryan Hicks 

Painting 

D«»rating 

Si>edaJist 

Est 1981 

Interior - Exterior 

01446 776203 
07544 169855 


TOM 
EASTMENT 

INTERIOR PAINTER 
& DECORATOR 
Clean, tidy & reliable 

01446 750114 
07714 194679 




HD computet 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 
' Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & TNSTAT J ATTON 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


®£iC?(11©ClI Socpwaoos 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Llewellyn Garden Services 


Mowing, Hedge Cutting, 
Fencing, Garden Clearance, 
Patio Washing 

Great House Farm 
Penllyn, Cowbridge 

Rob: 01446 775104 evenings 
Dave: 07890 712578 



IllA 11UME& 4 
TT GARDEN n 
MAINTENANCE 

All jobs considered. 
Sensible Prices. 


LUMBERJACK 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


The 


Sr Utd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


'0©a][£)Q© 



Welcome to our Winter Service 

^ Tree, Hedge & Bush Removal 
^ Dead Leaves Gathered & Removed 
^ Site & Garden Clearance 
^ Drive Ways Cleared of Snow 
^ Guttering & Fascias 
^ All Jobs Considered 
^ All Waste & Byproducts Removed for Free 
Free Estimate, Fully Insured, 

Sam to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 



www.lumber-jacks.co.uk 
01446 728197 or 07500901065 


MG 

WINDOWS 


ti 


Ji 


Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 

^ Call Martyn on: 
/ ) 01446 796795 

J 07712 631772 
rnartyn.george73 @ hotmail.co.uk _ 






STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 



mmmmm 


FOR ALL YOUR 
ELECTRICAL 
REQ UIREMENTS 

07866 505571 i 
01446774713 "|“" 

kmelectricaluk@gmail.com 


Hedges, Lawns, Clearance, 
Gutters, Jet Washing, Landscaping 
Est 2002 Tel: 07866 544 951 


^ Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Bridge Vale Tree Services 

Cnopialictc in felling, pruning, 

OMCUdliaia III CROWN REDUCTION, 

Large/Dangerous Trees thinning out and 

TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel: 01446 713657 
SITE CLEARANCE or 07921 902729 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 
Approved Contractor 

-I—— 

Domestic 
I • I Installer 
I_I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 


Henktiurt 


SAtn • mvci • RSPAJKf . SRARSS 
I MINTCe SfiRVICe OCALS NOM AVAJUIfiLE I 
Mqnt mkM ttnfipt d vm$ rtpnrtd 


Co<fW0O0 ffrvA)# I 

% ^ 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Mnmiow r«e UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700200/730884 






* Septic Tank * 
^Cesspit Emptying ’ 
''Treatment Piants ^ 
*Groundworker* 
and tarmac 



GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door spedalists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


Cowbridge &^ale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446771655 J 
07885 347642 I 


Approved Contractor 


Q? jR Plumbing & Heating 

II 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
IBP Combination Boiler Specialist 
I " Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirement^ 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 




Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




01446 

794266 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No jo^ 
too small 

07526125982 




I 




WE SELL 
BOTTLED 

GAS 


Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 


WE NOW 
DELIVER 
TO BARRY 


QasQocpaoLis 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


I! rp Plastering 
Will Services 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


PLASTERING 
&DANP PROOFING 

Internal & 
External Work 
Free Quotes 

01446 734264 
or 07870 519757 



The 

eEM 

01446 

774484 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i985oi 


V«Ir Poi, Uindow. 

C<mtif1doeOm7Pf 

Teh 1440 776—2^^ 







DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs •Installation 
Service • Tiling 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 




MAN WITH 
AVAN 

LOW hourly rate, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075104 


DC Plumbtntj 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

I J* 

. Om 


U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
- odd jobs 

Any Place - Any Time 
Prices start from £10 

07944 743932 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 
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,iMikrir&ioventDDfi^ 

• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EsT. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


DAVID RYAN 
ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, Repairs, 
New Roofs, Rubber 
Fiat Roofs, Chimney, 
Valleys & Gutters. 

www.davidryanbuilder.co.uk 

01656 782968 
or 07885 932468 
07926 947631 


INSTA 

SKIP HIRE LTD 



Mini, Midi & Large 
Buiiders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 


• Fast & Efficient 
Service 

• Friendly Staff 

• 95% of our waste 
is recycled 

• Highway permits 
arranged when 
required 

wi-m 


Mini 


Midi 


Builders 
V Maxi / 


Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 

01446 421072/733773 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


r©[l©g)[lii®D 
' ?®a(d[baci 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


Plan your 
2014 

marketing 

now 

Call 

The GEM 

on 

01446 

774484 


^(b[}ii(®(®q (®i] 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


CabiCfK^ 

Driving School Ltd 

^ CHRISTMAS 

® SPECIAL 
§ GIFT VOUCHERS 

P S* • 10 lessons from £150. 

• Under 17s lessons 
from £23 (from 14 years old). 

• Purchase your vouchers 
o nlin e or over the phone. 

• Or visit our office in Llantwit to 
collect (open until Christmas Eve 6pm). 

0800 0280 406 or 

01446 793644 

or online at 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


LANEWISE ' 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £39 for 
total beginners 


Xmas vouchers 
available 


01446 719555 
L 07798 501267 





P Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk | 



The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 


\lil7aciLili©(£l 




SBS SALVAGE LTD 

torry’s newest pr M||ll! 


Barry^s nevyest car 
dismantling facility 
registered with the 
environment agency, DVLA 
&Vale of Glamorgan Council 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 549526 


Free of Charge: 
Immediate payment of up to £ 10,000 • Light demolition 
MOT yiures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle * Factory/Farm Cleai^nces 

Best prices paid for copper / Lead grades of metal taken 

/ Aluminium / Stainless steel • Ferrous or non-ferrous 

/ Computer boards / Electric cable • Household appliances 
and catalytic converters • Car batteries 



VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UPTO£20,000'S7 

We will beat any price local lyQSSSS for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum pai(d on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


INDESIT 

DISHWASHER 

12 place setting, 
good condition 

£80. 

Tel 01446 796581 


Old Dolls House 

Fully furnished, includes 
porcelain family £150 ono. 
Old Pine Armchair £50 ono 
Automatic Slumberland 
Single Bed As new, 
with memory foam 
mattress £200 ono. 

Tel 01656 723337 


Dimplex Electric 
Wood Burner 
Eff^ Stove 

1-f2 Kilowatts with 
thermostat, excellent 
condition £60. 

Tel 01446 733089 


sP®Gr* § 


01 Nissan 
Micra 1.0 

Silver, 49,000 miles, 
MOT May 2014, 
Service records 

£700 ono 

01446 710365 


Ford KA 03 Plate 
Black 1.3 cc 

12 months MOT, 
very economical and 
reliable, 80k miles 

£750 ono 

07813 132919 


Reg 1998 
Toyota Corolla, 

60,000 miles. 
Automatic 1.6 Litre, 
Tax & MOT 

£550 ono 

01446 792797 


1]®GP 


FIREWOOD 


Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours)_ 

Trade Car Sales - check our stock at 
www.cardiffscrapmetal.co.uk 


S«ii5O0fd A Kih Dned 

Call 01446 771567 
for txjik wmter deals 



Lianlew, CoMtvtek)* 
c^ri W 

wwwtopftsk coAjk 


Ibpstak 


Bosch Upright Freezer 
6 drawer, 145mm high. 
£80. Bosch Washing 
Machine LogixxS £160. 
Panasonic Microwave 
£30. 

All very good condition, 
buyer to collect. 

Tel 07778 125088 


Shower Bath, 
Glass Screen, 
Taps, Shower 
& Ladder 
Towel Rail 

All unused-still boxed 

£200 

01446 760602 


Hunter Wood 
& Multi Fuel 
Stove 

Good condition 

£390. 

Tel 07813 011202 
(Pendoylan) , 3 ,, 


Solid oak 
table plus 8 
oak chairs 

(2 Carvers) Easily 
seats 10. Loose 
quality seat covers 
included. £500 
07778125088 


Meccano 

Old and new, some 
boxed sets, various 
prices. 

Childs’ Rocking 
Horse Suit 18 months 
to 5 1/2 years £28. 


Ercol Golden 
Dawn 
Cupboard 

36” x 17”x24” 
Excellent condition 

£285 

07790 938576 


LADIES SHOES 

Size 8, all new, 
£10-15 pair. 

All good makes, 
Gabor, Clarks, 
Padders etc. 

Tel 01446 773819,3,,, 

Hankook 
Snow & 
Winter Tyres 

245/45 R 17 
Fantastic snow tyres 

£90 pair 

(Cost £360 new) 

01443 238648 ,, 

Electric hoist 

used to lift 
wheelchair/mobility 
scooter into vehicle. 

£250 

01656 720326 
07875 680723 

49/50 

Franco Beige 
Woodburning 
Stove 

In black, large output, 
good condition. 

£300 

01446 409784 


Giant Bikes 

Lightweight ladies & 
gents hybrid bikes. 
Model DX 

Expression, 21 gear 
Shimano 

(As new £125 each 
01446 774996_ 


Belgium oak 2 
seater settee 

In dark green 
leather, good 
condition. 

£100 

01446 737804_ 


HELPING YOU 
SAVE MONEY... 



For 2 weeks advertising 
delivered to more 
than 43,000 homes. 


Simply call 01446 774484 today 
with your credit card details 
or make cheques payable to:- The GEM, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 TEL. 

(This offer is open to private advertisers only) 
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HOME CARE 
SUPERVISOR 

Full time 

Mobile Phone Provided 
On Call Paid 
Travel Expenses Covered 

01446 731174 



/ 3edHoi ^ 
4c2BedFlaK^ 
available in Barry 

CH, DG, Bond Required. 
£130 pw - Flat 
£175 pw - House 

07916 315977 
01446 620200 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446409266 

07885251742 



HAIR BY HELEN 




Good rates, call for 
more information: 


HOUSE 

CLEARANCE 

Fully 

Registered 

07796 794841 

All Areas 
Covered 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk )] 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 




Happy 18th Birthday 

Sian I' 
Jones 

(7th Dec 2013) 


Love Mam, 
Dad, Nathan 
T i > . & family xxx 




W A Browti Son 


Funatiiil DbttclOf^ 


PecniKOka Houa#, 

Callage Siraat Llantvvit 
014441792 439 V 


INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


BAKER 

Dennis Lionel 

Peacefully on November 28 at Holme Tower, 
Bridgeman Road, Penarth, Dennis Lionel of 
Barry, retired Aberthaw Cement Company, 
darling husband of Monica. Dennis will be sadly 
missed by all who knew him. 

Resting at AG Adams & Son funeral home, Gladstone 
Road, Barry, until the funeral on Wednesday December 
11. Service at AU Saints Church, Barry, at 11.15am, 
afterwards interment at Barry Cemetery 12.30pm. 
No flowers - if desired, donations may be handed to 
the funeral director after the funeral for Filipino 
Association for Community Empowerment. 


SANDERSON 

George 

Phyllis and the family would like to thank everyone for their 
kindness and support following the reeent sad loss of 
George, and also for the donations to Velindre Hospital given 
in his memory. Speeial thanks to Arthur Thompson of WA 
Brown & Son Funeral Direetors, Reverend Miehael Wishart 
and all the staff at Velindre Hospital. 


RUSSELL 

WiBiam Arthur 

Peacefully on November 27 at St David’s 
Hospital, Cardiff, surrounded by his 
loving family. 

Billy, devoted husband of the late Dot. Much loved 
dad of Jean and John, respected father-in-law of 
Paul and Wendy. A loving Grampy BiU to all his 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. BiUy will be 
dearly missed by all his family and many friends. 
Resting at the Vale Funeral Service, 181 Court 
Road, Barry, until his service at Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road East, 
Barry on Friday December 13 at 11.15am. 
Family flowers only - if desired, donations can be 
made at the service to local charity Ty Hafan 
Children’s Hospice in memory of BiUy. 
Further enquiries to Lyndsay EUis at 
The Vale Funeral Service on 01446 407962. 
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HILL q 

Richard Colin 

Peacefully on November 26 at UHW, Cardiff, Rich 
of St Athan, beloved husband of Maggie, dearly 
loved father, grandfather and great-grandfather. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of 
W James & Sons, Fonmon. 

Funeral Friday December 6, service and 
cremation 1.30pm at Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Barry. 

No flowers by request, donations in lieu, if desired, 
to British Kidney Patients Association c/o J James, 
11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 


THOMAS 

Jacqueline Lesley (nee Stokes) 

Peacefully on November 30 at Princess of 
Wales Hospital, Bridgend, Jacqueline beloved 
wife of David, loving mother of Dawn and 
son-in-law Mark. Resting at the Private 
Funeral Home of W James & Sons, Fonmon. 
Funeral Friday December 13, service 1.30pm 
at Llanblethian Church followed by cremation 
at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend at 2.45pm. 
Family flowers only may be sent 
to the Funeral Home. 
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Why not advertise your trade 
in the GEM pages & reach 
potentiai Vaie customers. 

Call 01446 774484 
gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


Send your Christmas Greetings 
^ through The GEM! 

Prices from £15 -hVAT 

Tei: 01446 774484 or e-mail: 

gennsales@tindlenews.co.uk 




Council pledges to support 
domestic abuse campaign 


ABOVE: Pupils at Maesteg Comprehensive show their artwork to council leader Mel Nott 
and the Bridgend council’s domestic abuse champion, Coun Marlene Thomas. 


A CAMPAIGN 
which aims to end 
domestic abuse 
against women is 
being backed by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council. 

BCBC Leader Mel 
Nott and chief executive 
Darren Mepham pledged 
support for the White 
Ribbon Campaign by 
signing ‘pledge sheets’ 
that form part of a display 
on show at the Civic 
Offices in Bridgend. 

Featuring key mes¬ 
sages about domestic 
abuse, the display also 
includes artwork and 
photographs created by 
pupils from Maesteg 
Comprehensive, t-shirts 
designed by young peo¬ 
ple from the Youth 
Offenders Service, and a 
DVD made by Bridgend 
Women’s Aid and contact 
details for domestic 
abuse services. 

The display will be 
transported to Hartshorn 
House in Maesteg on 
November 29, before 
spending a week at Pyle 
Life Centre from 
December 6. A 
Community Support 
Officer from South Wales 
Police is spending one 
hour each day at the dis¬ 
play in each venue. 

Conn Nott said: “Most 
people would agree that 
abuse against women is 


intolerable in any circum¬ 
stance, but a minority of 
people persist with this 
contemptible behaviour. 

“It is important that the 
whole community takes a 
shared stance against 
domestic abuse, and as a 
council we are deter¬ 
mined to be at the fore¬ 
front of this. We will 
continue to work hard 
with our partners to 
spread the message that 
there is no place for 
domestic abuse in 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough, and to ensure that 
perpetrators of domestic 
abuse are held account¬ 
able for their unaccept¬ 
able actions.” 

The council’s Flying 
Start team in Caerau also 
highlighted the White 
Ribbon Campaign at 
Caerau Primary School, 
by distributing informa¬ 
tion leaflets from 
Bridgend Women’s Aid 
with local partner organi¬ 
sations. 

The Flying Start team 
and colleagues from 
Caerau receive training to 
help them recognise and 
support victims of 
domestic abuse and to 
signpost them to support 
services available in the 
Caerau community. 

To find out more about 
the White Ribbon 
Campaign, visit 

www.whiteribboncam- 
paign.co.uk. 


Sion has stayed 
in long enough! 


Cats Protection 
Centre in 

Bryncethin would 
like to introduce one 
of its ‘guests’ to 
GEM readers... 

“HELLO, my name is 
Sion. I have been in the 
centre since June 29, 
2013, and am the 
longest staying cat in the 
centre. I was living out¬ 
side until a kind person 
found me and brought 
me into the centre. 

“Because I was a 
stray, not a lot is known 
about my past. It is 
believed that I am a 
Bengal-cross. I was 
very frightened when I 
first arrived in the cen¬ 
tre, but the volunteer 
groomers have been 
spending a lot of time 
with me and I am now 
starting to purr. 

“I love the outdoors 



so ideally would like to 
find a home where I can 
have lots of space to 
roam and play, maybe a 
farm or stables where I 
can hunt and catch mice. 

“ I dislike other cats, 
so need to be your one 
and only! ” 

Contact Cats 
Protection, Bridgend 
Adoption Centre, Pant 
Hirwaun, Bryncethin, 
Bridgend, CF32 9UJ, 
01656 726 621 or email: 
bridgend. manager 
@ cats.org.uk. 


ST BRIBERS 
NEWS 


AT St Bride’s 
Church Hall, the 
pictures donated by 
the late Peggy 
Oakes raised more 
than £200 at the 
Christmas fair, 
which was a great 
success with a vari¬ 
ety of stalls. The 
total raised was 
£1 313 

Tea and Chat 

THE Tea and Chat 
group observed a 
minute’s silence in 
respect of Peggy Oakes 
who recently died. She 


was a lifelong member 
of the group. 

Council meetings 

THE community 
council meets on the sec¬ 
ond Monday of the 
month. 

Silk exhibition 

AN exhibition of hand 
dyed silk scarves, 
together with silk neck¬ 
laces and small items for 
Christmas by Christina 
is currently at the 
Cowbridge library.. 

Your contact for local 
news is Christina.davi- 
son @btinternet. com. 


'Missing piece 
in coastal path’ 


BARRY and Vale 
Friends of the 
Earth wish to raise 
several issues con¬ 
cerning the 
Bendricks. 

We have been asked 
to represent local resi¬ 
dents over the following 
matters: 

The beach footpath 
access was lost when 
HMS Cambria put up a 
security fence. The nar¬ 
row footpath which was 
put in place is now over¬ 
grown, dangerous and 
almost impassable. 

Pedestrian access 
through the industrial 
estate lacks pavements. 
There is no longer a 
clear slipway to the 
beach. Access is over 
muddy, rock-strewn 
ground, followed by bro¬ 


ken walls and loose 
rock. To add insult to 
injury, four-wheel drive, 
off-road enthusiasts 
have recently turned 
much of this coastline 
into a three-metre wide 
mud track, for their ille¬ 
gal entertainment. 

Many Barry residents 
like to enjoy the quiet 
peace of the Bendricks 
Beach, but access is thus 
denied. 

The fact is that the 
‘All-Wales Coastal Path’ 
does not exist from 
Lavemock to Barry 
Dock - and this is a 
travesty, as the environ¬ 
ment continues to suffer 
and people are denied 
access to the coast and 
beaches. 

KEITH STOCKDALE. 
Barry&Vale FoE Co¬ 
ordinator . 


BARRY SURGERY 

ELUNED Parrott, AM for South Wales Central, 
will be holding an advice surgery tomorrow 
(Eriday, December 6) at Morrisons’s 
Supermarket, Penny Way, Barry, between 1pm 
and 2pm. Residents who have any issues of con¬ 
cern are encouraged to go along - no appoint¬ 
ment is necessary. 

HOSPICE CONCERT 

THERE will be an evening of festive music at the 
George Thomas Hospice Care carol concert in 
Ararat Baptist Church, Whitchurch, on 
December 11 at 7pm. 

Joining the award-winning Cor Merched Canna 
choir will be two schools, Ysgol y Wem and Ysgol 
Pencae, plus international harpist, Ben Creighton- 
Griffiths. Tickets, £5, can be purchased on the door, 
or by calling GTHC on 02920 524150. 
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Llantivit Major junior rugby round-up 


LLANTWIT MAJOR under-8s wel¬ 
comed Rumney for a home game. 

There was an excellent turn out of players this 
week, 12 in total. The boys played three lO-minute 
matches. 

The first game players were Flynn, Carwyn, 
Owen, Kian, Braydan, Rhys and James, and the 
score for this match was Llantwit Major 6, 

Rumney 3; try scorers were Braydan with four and 
James with two. 

The second match players were Thomas L, 
James, Rhys, Myles, Corey, Thomas G, Cameron, 
Flynn and Braydan, and the score for this match 
was Llantwit Major 3, Rumney 1; try scorers for 
this match were James and Thomas L with two. 

In the third match all players were involved and 
the score for this match was Llantwit Major 3 
Rumney 3; try scorers were Braydan with two and 
Thomas L. 

All players played outstandingly using the skills 
they were taught at training and this showed in the 
results. 

They were offloading the ball when needed, tag¬ 
ging their opponents and the defending was fantas¬ 
tic - well done boys keep it up. Man of the match 
was awarded to Flynn. 

UNDER-9S 

On Sunday, Llantwit Major under-9s were hosts 
to Rumney RFC. 

Llantwit again had a strong squad of 16 turn up. 
This match was a hard hitting, fiery contest and 
Llantwit began the game attacking from the whis¬ 
tle, with Logan Pike scoring Llantwit's first two 
tries within the minutes of the start. 

Rumney attacked well and they were running 
hard and passing well, but Llantwit's defence stood 
strong and they were not letting anything past 
them. Llantwit started attacking again, and after 


some great passing between players, and some 
amazing running. Josh Wakeham scored Llantwit’s 
third try, shortly followed by Logan scoring try 
number four and five. 

Rumney were attacking Llantwit's defence hard 
again, but were still unable to break through their 
line. After a great passage of play Dylan Morgan 
broke free and scored for Llantwit. 

Rumney were determined to break the defence 
line of Llantwit, and after some brilliant play, they 
managed to get over the line but Llantwit were 
quick to respond with more tries coming quickly 
from Rhys Greenaway (2), Dylan M, and Owen 
Hill. The final score was 10-1 to Llantwit. 

Although the scoreline looks convincing, it was 
far from an easy match. Rumney pushed 
Llantwit’s defence hard and made Llantwit play 
well as a team, with some great passages of play 
and fantastic defending. Well done boys! Man of 
the match was Rhys Greenaway. 

Squad: Rhys, Owen, Sam H, Iwan, Corey, 
Gabriel, Tom, Jack, Logan, Josh, Dylan M, Sam A, 
Dylan W, Caleb, William, and Aneurin. 

UNDER-16S 

The under-16s made the trip to north Cardiff 
with a squad which had been depleted by illness 
and injury. 

The team could only muster 14 players to take 
on a strong looking Llanishen side who were out 
for revenge following their loss to Llantwit at the 
start of the season. 

Llantwit had several boys playing out of posi¬ 
tion who equipped themselves well in a keenly 
contested match. Conditions were just about per¬ 
fect for the display of fine running rugby which 
followed. The first 10 minutes of the game saw 
both sides probing for weaknesses. 

Llanishen came closest to scoring but their final 
pass went loose after some fine build up play. 


Penllyn bridge club results 


PENLLYN Bridge Club results for 
November were as follows: 

Thursday, November 7 (17 pairs) - first: Mary 
Wallis & Wayne Steohens 63.64%, second: Viv 
Roberts & Colin Easterbrook 61.04%, third: Joyce 
Hollway & Ian Dunglinson 55.84%. 

Thursday, November 14 (17 pairs) - first: Moyra 
Cuthill & Jo Ilsley 65.58%, second: Rita Williams 
& Gill Harding 64.61%, third: Mansel Thomas & 
Howard Owen 57.14%. 


Thursday, November 21 (20 pairs) - first: Brian 
Tucker & Mike Baron 63.19%, second: Jo Ilsley & 
John Lord 63.19%, third: Rita Williams & Gill 
Harding 61.57%. 

Thursday, November 28 (18 pairs) Robert Brown 
Cup - first Viv Roberts & Colin Easterbrook 
64.95%, second: Chris Impey & Julia Evans 
62.78%, third: Pam Hanmer & Dot Williams 
61.65%. 

CN 


BEST UK 
VAN DEAIS 


Ttuck & Von UHll UEHLO 

Gall Paul lewis on 02920 307003 or 07011255417 


Best in Class MPG returns • Fleet Award Winner—Best Green Van 2013 


AMAZING OFFERS NOW 


NEW 63 PIATES 
TECNICO MODEL 
METALLIC SILVER 
FULLY LOADED 




Start & Stop 
Tom Tom Sat Nav 
Tom Tom Live 

Blue&Me Multimedia System 
Front Fog Lamps 
Reverse Park Sensor 
Manual Air Conditioning 


WITH EXTRAS 
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Fiorino SWB1.3 75bhp 
£9095.00 or 
£41.00 per week 


Ducato 30 SWB 2.3 
130bhp £13595.00 or 
£61.00 per week 


Doblo SWB 1.3 90bhp 
£10095.00 or 
£46.00 per week 


LOW RATE FINANCE AVAILABLE • NEW & USED 
VEHICLES IN STOCK - PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
• FULL DEALER SERVICE - PARTS & REPAIRS 


~J] WHimE ROAD, LECKWITH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 

Ib CARDIFF CF11 OAT (OFF HADFIELD ROAD) 

www.wattstvc.co.uk • Follow us ou Facebook & iViltter 
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After soaking up the early pressure from the home 
side Llantwit struck first with number 8 Cory 
Campbell spotting a gap in the defence from the 
base of a scrum to bulldoze his way over from 10 
metres out. 

The conversion drifted just wide but the try 
seemed to lift the team who quickly returned to the 
attack to win a penalty just inside the ten metre 
line which influential No 10 lestyn Jones coolly 
slotted over to extend the lead on the 20 minute 
mark. 

With confidence rising Llantwit began to spread 
the ball through the hands and kept up the pressure 
on the home defence. Scrum half Owen Jauncey 
linked well with his backs and wing Cieran West 
squeezed in at the corner for the first of his three 
tries. Jones missed the conversion but Llantwit had 
gained the upper hand. 

Number 8 turned inside centre for the day, 

James Cousins, was making massive holes in the 
home defence and linked well with captain Joe 
Bunt, playing in the unfamiliar teritory outside 
centre. All Llantwit had to do was control the ball 
to keep the home side scoreless for the first half 
but showing a superb fighting spirit, Llanishen 
struck back with an unconverted try of their own. 
The teams turned round with the visitors 13-5 to 
the good. 

Llantwit quickly extended their lead after the 
break with West finding acres of wide open space 
to score his second try which Jones converted to 
put some clear daylight between the teams. 

Llanishen were quick to return to the attack and 
some desperate cover defence by full back Todd 
Oldfield and winger Jake Haslett prevented the 
home side from closing the gap almost immediate¬ 
ly- 

Eventually the pressure for Llanishen bore fruit 
and they were next to score out wide to bring the 
gap back to 10 points. 

The breakdown was well contested by both 


sides. Morgan Thomas, Will Rees, Rhys Cooke 
and Conor Swift proved strong in this area but spe¬ 
cial mention must go to openside Toby Walker 
who was a constant thorn in the side for Llanishen. 
He won several key turnovers to break up some 
good attacks. 

Llantwit were next to score with Joe Bunt sup¬ 
porting a break by Cieran West to accept the well 
weighted offload from West to crash over for a 
superb converted try. 

Llanishen responded in fine style to score out 
wide for their third unconverted try. Llantwit 
kicked deep into the home side’s 22 and good pres¬ 
sure from Morgan Thomas and second row Jack 
Phillips meant that they were unable to make any 
territory. 

Walker ripped the ball from the home side and 
the Llantwit backs were quickly able to get the ball 
into Cousin's hands; he ripped in to the rapidly tir¬ 
ing defence to set up a great launch pad for half 
backs Jauncey and Jones to quickly put captain 
Bunt in under the posts for the final try of the 
game, which Jones converted. 

Massive credit must go to the players who 
stepped up with a fully committed performance. 
Competition for places in the starting XV is very 
keen and the squad now have a superb strength in 
depth. 

Despite Cieran's hat-trick heroics he was edged 
out of the man of the match award by the thunder¬ 
ing, out of position, performance of James 
Cousins. He punched massive holes in the home 
defence all game and created space for the half 
backs to exploit. 

Next up for the team is a floodlit fixture this 
Friday when the boys welcome South African tour¬ 
ing side Bredasdorp High School to The Rec for 
what promises to be a superb evening. 

TIM JONES 


Cowbridge junior rugby 


LLANISHEN were the vis¬ 
itors to the police field and 
matches between them and 
Cowbridge under-10s have 
traditionally been enter¬ 
taining affairs. 

This game was to prove to be 
no exception as some lovely run¬ 
ning rugby was played. 

The first quarter proved to be a 
disaster for the home side with 
Christmas spirit much in evidence 
as a number of gift wrapped tries 
were given to the opposition. 
Cowbridge’s tackling, or more 
precisely the lack of it, made life 
easier for Llanishen than it should 
have been. 

To their credit, Llanishen used 
the space they were given well and 
their handing and passing was of 
the highest order which resulted in 
a one-sided quarter. Cowbridge 
also struggled at the breakdown as 
time and again they were driven 
off the ball and conceded posses¬ 
sion to dangerous opposition far 
too easily. 

At the end of the quarter, 
Llanishen had scored seven tries 
with a well-taken try by Harry 
Treharne the only response from 
Cowbridge. 

The second quarter saw 
Cowbridge put in a much more 
determined effort and much 
improved performance. 

Cowbridge defended much more 
defiantly with Akka Guwy and 
Ruben Davies putting in high 
tackle counts, and they also 
showed more potency in attack. 

As a result Cowbridge crossed 
for three tries as Harry Treharne, 
Ruben Davies and Rhys Ford all 
registered on the scoresheet. 

As importantly, Cowbridge did 
not concede a try in this quarter 
which had allowed them back into 
the game. 

However, the third quarter was 
much like the first as weak tacking 
and an inability to retain posses¬ 
sion cost Cowbridge dearly. 

Llanishen had demonstrated all 
game that given space their silky 
handling skills would create try 
scoring opportunities and they 
scored some lovely tries in this 
quarter. 

The home side conceded five 
tries, with only Ruben Davies 
replying for Cowbridge leaving 


the match score 12-5 in favour of 
the visitors. 

Cowbridge had a mountain to 
climb in the last quarter but like 
the second quarter showed real 
application in trying to do the 
basics well. 

This paid dividends as they 
won more possession and used it 
well to score three tries. Two tries 
from the ever-elusive Ruben 
Davies were added to by a typical 
charging run from Rhys Ford, who 
showed great determination to 
cross the line with tacklers on his 
back. 

Just as impressive was that 
Cowbridge once again prevented 
the opposition crossing their try 
line. However, despite the good 
finish from the home side 
Llanishen ran out deserved win¬ 
ners by 12 tries to 8. 

While the under-10s play some 
lovely attacking rugby they will 
need to improve at the breakdown 
in both retaining their own posses¬ 
sion and competing to turn over 
the opposition’s ball. They will 
also need to defend as a unit if 
they are not to suffer further 
defeats in the coming weeks. 

Squad: Ruben Davies, Tom 
Brennan, Alfie Rees, Sebastian 
Johns-Powell, Akka Guwy, lolo 
Davies, Ethan Francis, Rhys Ford, 
Tom Collingridge, Finlay 
Sullivan, Finlay Ball, Robbie 
Brown, Rhys Pritchard, Archie 
Lloyd, Luke Treadwell, Finlay 
Brace, Ifor Rees, Will Ryan, 
Oliver Jones, Harry Treharne and 
Stejfan Evans. 

ME 

Cowbridge under-8s welcomed 
Llanishen and Pentyrch for a 
series of round robin matches 
which produced some highly 
entertaining rugby. 

Team 1 got off to a flying start 
with a 7-2 victory over Pentyrch, 
with a fine display of tagging and 
passing. George Edgell opened the 
scoring after an excellent offload 
from Joe Arentsen. Ned Rees 
scored two tries with some power¬ 
ful direct running and Sam 
Sheppard outwitted the defence 
with a smart dummy. 

Joe Davies scored a hat-trick, 
one of which included a scintillat¬ 
ing run finished with a neat side¬ 
step. 

They also won their second 


match against Llanishen 3-2, with 
scores from Joe D (two) and Ned, 
with solid tagging from Henry 
Davies and Charlie Berkley- 
Smith. Their third game against 
Pentyrch was a tighter affair, with 
tries coming from Ben 
Stephenson, showing great perse¬ 
verance, and again from in-form 
Ned; final score 2-2. 

Team I’s final game against 
Llanishen was a keenly contested 
draw, with great combination play 
from Joe D and Osian, setting 
each other up for a try apiece. 
They each scored a further try 
with their characteristic bursts of 
speed penetrating the Llanishen 
defence; final score 4-4. 

Team 2 flew out of the blocks 
with Sam Jackson scoring in the 
corner against Llanishen, who 
then quickly responded with two 
tries of their own. An opportunis¬ 
tic pick up by James Collingridge 
resulted in a try. Llanishen 
responded with a score but on the 
restart, a Joe Euntek pass led to 
another Sam J score. 

Despite a superb length-of-the- 
field score by Harry New, 
Llanishen held on to their lead; 
final score 5-4 to Llanishen. 

Despite a concerted defensive 
effort team 2 lost the second game 
against Pentyrch 5-2. The 
Cowbridge tries came from an 
excellent run by loan Phillips, fol¬ 
lowing a clever offload by James 
Lord, and from a powerful run by 
James Collingridge. 

Cowbridge were determined to 
redress the balance and forced an 
early turnover in the next game 
against Llanishen, allowing James 
Lord to sprint down the line and 
open the scoring. 

Llanishen responded but loan 
scored straight from the restart. 
Llanishen kept in the game but 
Sam Sheppard ensured victory for 
Cowbridge by firstly setting up 
Paddy Whitestone to score, and 
then by dummying the defence. 
Pinal score 4-3 to Cowbridge. 

Cowbridge were unlucky to 
lose their final game against 
Pentyrch in the last minute. The 
Cowbridge tries came from Harry 
New, James Lord and Sam 
Sheppard. Pinal score 4-3 to 
Pentyrch - all in all a highly enter¬ 
taining morning of rugby. 

PS 















Thursday, December 5th, 2013 


www, facebook.com/slamormnsem • www,twitterxom/sem news 


THE GEM - 31 


COWBRIDGE HOSTS 
LATEST KARATE EVENT 



THE last Welsh Karate League tourna- Emma Squire (Vale) is at the head of the individ- 
lueut of the year which took place in leader board ahead of Shauna Hayden of Ken Bu 

Cowbridge last weekend was a huge sue- :ShTh w“ season takes plaee 

cess, with over 300 competitors from 24 of in early February in Neath. 

Wales’ top karate clubs. 

For the first time this season, a wheelchair users 
kata category was introduced, to run alongside the 
regular able bodied special needs kata categories, 
and was an inspiration for all. All agreed that it was 
hugely encouraging to see all three special needs 
categories very well subscribed. 

Vale Karate’s WUKF European under-10 girls 
Kata champion, Chiara Baker, was once again in 
sparkling form in Cowbridge, taking both the under- 
10 advanced kata and under-10 girls’ kumite titles. 

As well as winning the biggest title of her blos¬ 
soming career, the WUKF European title, Chiara 
also recently won the under-10 kata and kumite dou¬ 
ble at the Central England Open and the kata title at 
the Western Karate Union Invitational. 

With seven of the league’s nine events now com¬ 
pleted, Vale Karate, who entered Cowbridge’s event 
with no fewer than 75 category entries, lead the 
league club table ahead of the Ken Bu Kan in second 
place and Wattstown in third. 



Chiara Baker 


Chess in Schools day a 
success for local pupils! 


ON Tuesday, 

November 26,1 bad 
tbe pleasure and 
privilege of attend¬ 
ing and helping to 
referee for tbe sec¬ 
ond annual Chess in 
Schools Day held at 
the Cardiff City 
Stadium. 

Thirty six primary 
schools from across 
south Wales and the west 
of England all descended 
onto the stadium, bring¬ 
ing teams of 10 plus 
some reserves. 

There were in the 
region of 400 children 
aged between seven and 
11 all looking forward to 
competing. For some of 
them it was their first 
competitive matches out¬ 
side of their homes and 
schools but there were 
some very experienced 
players who have already 
even at this tender age 
competed in the Minor 
League, East Glam 
League and even some 
Congresses. 

One of these schools 
was our own Barry 
school - Tenner Park 
Primary. In their case 
chess had only recently 
become a extra-curricu¬ 
lar activity this term, so 
they were playing against 
far more experienced 
players. 

However judging by 
the smiles on their faces 
they were clearly enjoy¬ 
ing their out of school 
activity. 

All of the matches 


were hard fought and 
very competitive. There 
were many games ending 
in fool’s mate in a matter 
of minutes. 

The tournament was a 
five round Swiss style 
with all of the children 
having 20 minutes on 
their clocks to complete 
all of their moves. 

After a heavy defeat in 
round one. Tenner Park 
recovered to record a 12- 
8 victory against St 
Mary's, Canton and a 17- 
3 victory against 
Llansannor. The final 
two rounds both ended in 
draws. 


The school picked up 
51 points out of a possi¬ 
ble 100 and finished in 
16th place out of 36. 

All of the 10 players 
for the school con¬ 
tributed; however the star 
of the show for Tenner 
Park School was 
Brandon Beacham who 
earned a score of nine 
with four wins and a 
draw out of a possible 10, 
ably supported by 
Angeline Olds, who 
picfed up three wins and 
a draw. 

There was no surprise 
when Howells Girls 
School were announced 


as the champions at the 
end of the tournament as 
they have previously 
won other national 
schools competitions. 

For children who wish 
to take part in other chess 
tournaments there is a 
junior rapidplay event for 
players under the age of 
eigthteen taking place in 
Cardiff on Saturday, 
December 14. Entry 
forms can be obtained 
form www.welshches 
sunion.org.uk 

PHIL JONES 


TRIPLE TIE FOR LEAD 
IN CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 


THE second round of the 
Barry Chess Club 
Championships has recently 
taken place. As this tourna¬ 
ment is a Swiss style competi¬ 
tion, the second round matches 
up players whose results in the 
first round were identical. 

Only 14 players were able to take 
part in this session, allowing seven 
matches to be completed. There were 
quick wins for Ken Hannah and Tohn 
Stephenson. There were unexpected 
wins for Dave Parsons against Steve 
Cunliffe and Ashley Davis against 
Rhys Steele. Phil Tones managed to 
defeat Windsor Lewis who for once 
was equal against the clock. 

This left two matches to be decided 
and they were both using every minute 
available. Eventually, Chris Green 
made a mistake allowing Sam White to 
fork his two rooks to take the point. 


The final result ended with a draw 
between top-rated Lee Davis and the 
in-form Craig Woolcock. 

This means that Dave Parsons, Ken 
Hannah and Ashley Davis lead the 
table on two points from two games. 
Dave is top on tie break and Ken leads 
the Plate tournament. 

In the bowl for the lower-rated play¬ 
ers, there is a three-way tie between 
Dave Adamson, Stephenson and Phil 
Tones; all have the same tie break 
score. 

The Barry Chess Club meets at 
7.30pm each Monday at the West End 
Club, St Nicholas Road, Barry. The 
club is open to players of all standards; 
whether you are interested in playing 
competitive chess or just the occasion¬ 
al friendly games. 

New players are welcome to just 
turn up on the night or to contact one of 
the club members through the website, 
barrychessclub.yolasite.com. 

PJ 
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EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT’S • DISCS • SERVICING 


ARE YOU READY FOR WINTER? 

PUASE CALI IN FOR YOUR FREE WINTER SAFEIV CHECK 



amooESTonE 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

Size / Make Price 

195/50 VR15 Bridgestone T001 £ 56.50 

195/65 VR15 Bridgestone T001 £ 63.50 

205/55 VR 16 Bridgestone TOOl £ 71.50 

225/45 YR17 Bridgestone SOOl £ 97.50 

225/40 YR18 Bridgestone SOOl XL £ 115.00 


rvwES 


rPREMIUM SPECIALS 


^ S ize / Make 

205/55WR16AvonZV5 


Goodyear dunlop 1 

PREMIUM SPECIALS | 

195/65 VR 15 

205/55 VR 16 

GOODYEAR 

EfficientGrip £ 01.95 

GOODYEAR 

EfficientGrip £ 00.95 

195/55 HR 16 

GOODYEAR 

205/55 VR 16 

DUNLOP jrA 

BluResponse £ 00.95 

Excellence |||| 
RunOnFlat £ 77.50 

L _ 


EXHAUSTS 

To fit Ford Ko 1.3 '02-'08 

Rear Silencer (154-123) only £wV.95 

BATTERIES 

With 3 YEAR WARRANTY _ A m 
(UK063E)only £ 47.95 


215/55WR16AvonZV5X/L 
225/45WR17AvonZV5X/L 
225/40WR18AvonZV5X/L 

WINTER SPECIALS 


Price 

£ 64.95 

£ 85.95 

£ 88.95 

£ 99.95 


195/65 HR IS Avon Ice 

£ 69.95 


205/55 HR 16 Avon Ice 

£ 79.95 


IF YOUR TYRE SIZE IS NOT SHOWN PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTATION. 

ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES WITH NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! 



BARRY 

Cardiff Road, Cadoxton 

Barry AA 

CF63 2QW TT 

01446 733167 



STANDARD TYRES from 

A 

165/70TR13 . 

175/70TR14 . 

175/65TR14 . 

FROM ONLY 
FROM ONLY 

FROM ONLY 

1 PERFORMANCE TYRES from ^ 

185/65HR14. 

185/65HR15 . 

195/65HR!5 . 

FROM ONLY 
FROM ONLY 

FROM ONLY 

HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from^ 

185/55VR15 . 

195/50VR15 . 

195/65VR15 . 

205/55VR16 . 

FROM ONLY 
FROM ONLY 
FROM ONLY 
FROM ONLY 

ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from^ 

205/55WR16. 

215^5WR16. 

225/45WRl 7. 

225/40WR18. 

FROM ONLY 
FROM ONLY 

FROM ONLY 
FROM ONLY 


£31.95 


£ 38.50 


£ 39.95 


£47.95 


CARDIFF 

271 Penarth Road 
Cardiff AA ( 
CF11 8TT ZT 

02920382644 


WE ARE OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.00am - 5.30pm, SATURDAYS 8.00am - 4.00pm. 

OUR PRICES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE: - NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 
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Good weekend for Cadoxton Tae Kwon Do 


PICTURED: Anita Sheppard, Evan Baron, Mason Blackley, Lucy Newman, 
Bradley Halford, Jasmine Sullivan, Matthew Bennett, Thomas Haysham, 
Keita Enfield, Cody Jacobsen, Maddison Allen, Thea Cunningham, 
Jake Quigley, Jessica Blackley and Cian Allan. Missing is Jamie Halford. 


EIGHT gold, seven silver and five bronze 
were the rewards for a successful day 
competing by the Cadoxton Tae Kwon Do 
school students at Cheltenham Leisure 
Centre. 

The event started with traditional forms, where 
young Thea Cunningham came away with a cred¬ 
itable third place. 

Once the pattern sections were over, the point and 
continuous sparring got under way. First up was the 
pee wee and yellow belt point sparring, where Thea 
Cunningham took second place, while Maddison 
Allen also took second in the junior yellow belt cat¬ 
egory. 

Jessica Blackley fought well, only to lose out on 
third place by one point, while her older brother 
Mason Blackley took second in his category. 

Competing in the girls’ black belt point and con¬ 
tinuous sparring categories were Jasmine Sullivan 
and Lucy Newman. Although losing out in the con¬ 
tinuous sparring. Jasmine came away with a cred¬ 
itable third in the point section. The more experi¬ 
enced Lucy Newman went on to the final of both the 
point and continuous sparring, where she was second 

Brynhill golf 
club results 

BRYNHILL GOLF CLUB winter compe¬ 
tition No.l results, November 10: 

1st Alan Sweeny and Glyn Coles 49 points 
(£25 on Pro-shop vouchers), 2nd Stuart 
Simpson and Tony Cook 48 (Back nine = 26 
points) £15 on Pro vouchers, 3rd Scott Nelson 
and Steve Hopkins 48 (Back nine = 25 points) £5 
on Pro-shop vouchers. 

The number of competitors were 28 pairs, and 
results are subject to scrutiny. 

CS 


in both. 

Also in the same continuous sparring blue belt 
category were Jake Quigley, Cody Jacobsen, Cian 
Allen and Evan Baron. Cody and Jake were up 
against much bigger opponents, just losing out this 
time, while Evan and Cian went on to meet each 
other in the final with Cian taking first place. 

Jamie Halford fought his way through to the final 
of the mens’ heavyweight point sparring final where 
he came up against a much bigger opponent, but still 
took the points and first place. 

Anita Sheppard and Keita Enfield, both from the 
Cadoxton club, were competing in the same wom¬ 
ens’ lightweight point and continuous sparring cate¬ 
gories. They met in the final of the point sparring, 
Keita taking first and Anita second place, while in 
the continuous sparring category, Anita was beaten 
into third place by a serving British sergeant, as 
Kieta went on and took the first place. 

Anita also competed in the women’s veterans 
point sparring, where she came away with first 
place. 

The biggest and hardest categories of the day 
were the boys’ black belt point and continuous spar¬ 
ring sections, with Matthew Bennett, Bradley 
Halford and Thomas Haysham competing. 

Thomas Haysham was in the black belt boys’ 
middle weight, while Matthew and Bradley were in 
the light-heavyweight. Thomas dominated his point 
sparring category, taking first place, while in the 
continuous category he was third. 

Luckily, Bradley Halford and Mathew Bennett 
were at either end of the point and continuous spar¬ 
ring draws, eventually meeting in the light-heavy- 
weight final with Matthew coming away with first 
and Bradley second place. 

Matthew went out of the boys’ black belt light- 
heavyweight point sparring, while Bradley fought 
his way through to the final, where he out-pointed 
his opponent to win. 

For further information, call Barry (01446) 
406372. 

RT 



LOCAL PETANQUE PLAYERS 
LOOK BACK ON FINE YEAR 


WELSH Petanque 
Association members gath¬ 
ered recently for their 
presentation evening. 

The season has been another 
great one and there were awards 
for several members. 

Dai Cannan, from Wenvoe 
PC, was awarded an honorary 
life membership for his support 
to the sport and to members, 
both new and old. 

Senior player of the year was 
awarded to Kon Tomczyk, 
Caerleon PC and member of 
WPA executive, for his signifi¬ 
cant contribution to the sport, 
including achieving a high stan¬ 
dard of play and personal activi¬ 


ties in support of the association, 
both in Wales and abroad. 

The WPA were pleased to 
award the most improved player 
of the year award to Jayne 
Hayman, of Wenvoe PC, who 
although joining only recently, 
has excelled in her improvement. 

The Stuart Clarke Cup was 
awarded to Jake Caston, Roger 
Griffin and John Barnes; the 
national over-55s competition 
was won by Dai Cannan, Jake 
Cason and Mike Jacques, the 
Welsh doubles shield went to 
Graham Attfield and Tony 
Smith; Welsh mixed doubles to 
Jayne Hayman and Mike Jaques 

The Welsh singles was taken 
by Jake Caston. The Welsh Cup 


for clubs was taken this year by 
The Wheatsheaf PC. 

The WPA Division One league 
winners were Monkstone Inn 1, 
runners up were Wheatsheaf A; 
Division Two league winners 
were Monkstone Inn 2 with 
Wheatsheaf Squirrels being run¬ 
ners up. The National League 
Cup winners were Monkstone 1 
and the National League Plate 
winners were Wheatsheaf A. 

The WPA look forward to 
another great season of play in 
2014. For more information, 
visit, www.welshpetanque.org.uk. 

JS 
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05 LAND ROVER Discovery 2.7 HSE Td V6 5-Dr. 
Met Silver, Diesel, Auto, SatNav, Full Black Leather, 
Cruise & Climate Control & Much More, 114k. 


£11,290 


06 FORD Focus 2.5 ST.2 3-Dr. Met Orange, 
FSH, Air Con, Privacy Glass, Alloys, MFSW, 
CD Player, 51 k. 


59 BMW 5 Series 520d M Sport. Business Edition, 
4-Dr (177) 2.0, Met Black, Diesel, SatNav, 1 Owner, 
FSH, Cruise & Climate Control, & Much More, 75k. 


£7,190 


£13,190 


08 CITROEN C31.4i Cachet 5-Dr. Met Grey, 
1 Owner, FSH, Air Con, Alloys, EA/Vindows, 
C/Locking, 32k. 


£4,290 


58 NISSAN Note 1.6 Acenta 5-Dr. Met Black, 
Auto, FSH, Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, 
MFSW, 41k. 


£4,990 




56 VOLVO V70 D5 Sport 5-Dr 2.4 Geartronic 
(185) Met Blue, Diesel, Auto, Climate & 
Cruise Control, Full Grey Leather, 78k. 


60 CITROEN Berlingo 1.6 HDi 90PS 5-Dr. 
White, Diesel, Alloys, SatNav, Bluetooth, 

1 Owner, 76k. 


£5,690 +VAT 



56 VW Golf 2.0 Sport TDi 5-Dr. Met Silver, 
Diesel, Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 81k. 




08 FORD KA 1.3i Style (70) 3-Dr. Met Red, 
FSH, CD Player, E/Windows, C/Locking, 27k. 


05 CITROEN Berlingo 1.90 Forte 5-Dr. 
Met Blue, Diesel, 1 Owner, FSH, 
CD Player, 77k. 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 
































































£6495 


£6995 


£9995 


£4495 
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07 07 MITSUBISHI 
L200 Animal 


05 05 LANDROVER 
Freelander2.0Td4HSE 


New Broad Street Motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 


New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 


Buyology 


Cardiff Road 


Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars and a great deal more! 


Visit our website www.nbsnn.co.uk 


Follow us on Facebook 


04 04 HYUNDAI Tucson 
2.0 CRTD CDX 


06 06 TOYOTA RAV4 2.0 
VVT-i XT4 


09 59 
13 63 
06 06 
08 08 
1010 
01 X 
07 07 
10 10 
06 06 
10 60 
13 63 
11 11 
09 09 
07 07 
12 62 
11 11 
10 60 
09 09 
09 09 
09 58 
11 11 
10 60 
10 59 
09 59 
09 09 
09 09 
08 08 
07 57 
10 60 
06 06 
05 05 
05 05 
13 13 
10 60 
1010 
09 09 
09 09 
05 55 
09 09 
09 09 
03 53 
08 08 
04 04 
06 56 
06 56 
07 57 
05 05 
04 04 
05 55 


PORSCHE Cayenne 3.0S Diesel Tiptronic. 34,380 miles, in black.£28,995 

NISSAN Navara 2.5dciTekna. 10 miles, in black (1.99% Finance Rate Available) £19,995+VAT 

MERCEDES Benz SL500. 37,290 miles, in blue .£19,995 

MERCEDES SL 350 AUTO Designo. In black.£18,495 

AUDITT 2.0T Fsi Coupe with Sat Nav. 36,731 miles, in silver .£15,995 

MERCEDES SL320. 47,470 miles, in mystic blue.£13,495 

BMW 330D MSport Auto. 56,600 miles in black .£11,995 

BMW 118D SE Coupe. 69,780 miles, in grey.£11,495 

VWTouareg 3.0 DSL, 57,000 miles in black.£11,495 

VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 CDTI SRI (160). 33,000 miles, in blue.£10,995 

NISSAN Micra 1.2 Acenta 5-Dr. 10 miles, in red (1.99% Finance, Rate Available) . .£10,495 

RENAULT Twingo Sport 133. In black.£9,995 

AUDI A3 1.8T 5-Dr. 57,100 miles in Blue .£9,995 

MITSUBISHI L200 Animal Dl-D. 68,800 miles, in red .£9,995+VAT 

FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge. 1,683 miles, in grey.£9,495 

RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.5 Dei Dynamique, 39,000 miles, in black.£9,495 

FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr, 33,000 miles, in silver .£7,995 

SEAT Altea 2.0 TDi Stylance. 28,450 miles, in blue.£7,995 

HONDA Civic ES Auto 5-Dr. 36,000 miles, in black.£7,995 

KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi Auto. 54,000 miles in blue .£7,795 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi. 53,330 miles, in silver.£7,495 

RENAULT Megane 1.6, 5-Dr, 35,000 miles in black.£6,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 3-Dr, 24,286 miles, in morello red.£6,995 

ALFA Romeo 1.4 Mito 3-Dr. 38,000 miles, in red .£6,995 

HONDA Civic 2.2 l-CTDi Type S GT. 85,000 miles, in blue .£6,995 

FORD Focus 1.6Tdci Zetec 5-Dr, 58,221 miles, in blue .£6,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Design Convertibie. 32,973 miles, in red.£6,995 

HONDA Civic 1.4 DSi ES Hybrid. 57,710 miles, in blue .£6,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Generation 5-Dr, 35,436 miles, in black .£6,495 

TOYOTA Rav 4 2.0 DSL 65,000 miles in black.£6,495 

LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Td4 HSE 5dr 91,800 miles, in grey.£6,495 

AUDI A4 1.9 Tdi Estate SE. 85,000 miles, in silver.£6,295 

SUZUKI Alto 1.0 SZ2 5-Dr, 1,000 miles, in white.£5,995 

RENAULT Clio 1.2 l-Music 3-Dr. 25,551 miles, in grey .£5,995 

PEUGEOT 207 1.4 VTI Sport 3dr. 35,331 miles, in silver.£5,995 

NISSAN Micra 1.2. 25,870 miles, in beige .£5,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3CdTi 3-Dr. 76,000 miles in Blue .£5,995 

BMW 320i SE 4dr. 67,000 miles, in blue .£5,995 

VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Active. 39,566 miles, in blue.£5,695 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXI. 57,000 miles in Silver.£5,495 

VW Beetle 2.0 Convertible. 67,800 miles in Blue .£5,495 

SEAT Ibiza 1.9 Tdi Sportrider 3-Dr, 64,000 miles, in grey.£5,295 

HYUNDAI Tucson 2.0 CRTD CDX. 71,270 miles, in black.£4,995 

FORD Focus C-Max 2.0 Zetec Auto. 35,257 miles, in blue.£4,695 

MERCEDES A170 Avantgarde SE 3-Dr. 80,000 miles, in silver.£4,495 

NISSAN Note 1.4 Visia. 69,800 miles in White.£3,795 

CITROEN C3 1.4 Desire 5dr. 45,301 miles, in red.£2,995 

FORD Streetka 1.6 Luxury. 43,000 miles in Silver.£2,695 

RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique 3-Dr, 26,331 miles, in silver .£2,495 







































































































































34 - THE GEM 


www.facebooLcom/slamormnsem www.twitterxom/^em news 


Thursday, December 5th, 2013 



ON MOTQP §p# 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 




GARY'S 
CHRISTMAS 
CRACKERS 



V cv ^ ^ 

■s 
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A/El// STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 



11 VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT 

In white. 43,000 miles with sunroof, ete. 

£14,995 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 58 VAUXHALL Astro 1.9 CDTi 55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 

5-Dr, Met Blue, 67,000 Miles, Air Con 5 . 0 ,^ si|ye,_ 33^000 miles, diesel 5-dr, black, 76,000 miles, 1 lady owner 

£3,995 £6,495 £5,995 

JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 

3-dr. Burnt Orange, 20,000 Miles, Low Ins. 

£5,995 


59 PEUGEOT 207 S 1.4 5-Dr 

In Silver, 32,000 miles, A/C 


£5,295 



60 VW Transporter T30 
2.0 TDi SWB 

Red, 17,000 miles with windows, 

5 seats, alloys etc 

£17,995 



61 SAAART Four Two 
Passion 1.0 MHD 

Met Grey, very low miles, with stop/start. 

£6,495 



04 MINI Cooper (Pepper) 

In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 owner with 
a/c, very nice example 

£4,495 


RBC 


06 RANGE Rover Sport 2.7 Diesel HSE. Auto in silver with 

black leather, nice example at.£17,995 

60 VW Transporter T30 2.0 TDi SWB. In red, 17,000 miles 

with 5 seats, windows, alloys etc.£17,995 

11 VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT. In white, 43,000 miles with 
sunroof, etc, under VW warranty.£14,995 

59 MAZDA 6 TS2 Diesel 2.2 5-Dr. in met grey, 52,000 miles, 

new shape with extras.£7,995 

03 BMW X5 3.0 Sport Auto. In silver with black leather, 

86,000 miles, nice example at.£7,495 

09 HYUNDAI 2.0 Coupe Sill. In met Silver, with black 
leather, 47,000 miles .£6,995 

56 FORD S-Max 1.8 Diesel Zetec 7 Seater. In silver, 82,000 

miles, very nice example at.£6,995 

60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec In bright met blue, 29,000 

miles, 1 owner, fantastic MPG .£6,795 

61 SMART Four Two Passion 1.0 MHD. In silver, very low 

miles with stop/start, sat nav etc.£6,495 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi Design 5-Dr. In silver, 

33,000 miles diesel at .£6,495 

08 FORDMondeo 2.0 TDCi Edge Auto. In blue, 31,000 

mile diesel, in very nice condition .£6,495 

60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 
miles, low insurance .Reduced to £5,995 

59 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. New shape, 62,000 

miles, in met silver.£5,995 

09 RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi (86) Dynamique 3-dr. In black, 

33,000 mile diesel .£5,995 

09 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style-F (New shape) 5-Dr. In silver, 34,000 

miles with a/c .£5,995 

08 SEAT Leon 1.6 Stylance. In met gold, 57,000 miles, 

stylish family hatch .£5,995 

55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-dr. In black, 76,000 miles, 

1 lady owner, diesel 4x4 at .£5,995 

10 PEUGEOT 107 Urban 5-Dr. In silver 23,000 miles, £30 

road tax.£5,695 

MERCEDES A150 Classic SE Blue Efficiency. In black, 
25,000 miles. This is a rare 3 door model at ... .£5,695 
FIAT Panda 1.2 Mylife. In red, 5,000 miles, 1 owner, low 

running costs .£5,495 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-Dr. In met grey, 45,000 

miles, low insurance .£5,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi 5-Dr. In Silver, 58,000 miles, 

2 owners.£5,495 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, 63,000 

miles, 2 owners, very attractive at.£5,495 

PEUGEOT 207 ‘S’ 1.4 5-Dr. In silver, 32,000 miles, a/c, 
etc.£5,295 

59 CITROEN C4 1.6 HDi VTR-i- Coupe Automatic. In met 

blue, 79,000 mile diesel at.£4,995 

59 FORD Ka 1.2 Style-i- In ice blue, 43,000 miles, £30 road 

tax, low insurance.£4,995 

58 SMART FourTwo Passion. In black/silver with stop/start, 
13,000 miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Diesel Zetec Climate 5-Dr. In met 

blue, 39,000 miles, £30 road tax.£4,995 

06 SAAB 9.3 Convertable (Linear 150) In black with cream 

leather, 52,000 miles.Winter Price £4,995 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In ice blue, 64,000 
miles, 1 owner.£4,695 

58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club 3-dr. In black, 53,000 miles, 

low insurance .£4,695 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Breeze Automatic. In black, low 

mileage, 1 owner.Reduced by £300 to £4,695 

57 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Design Coupe. In met silver, 

50,000 miles. Stylish hatch .Reduced to £4,695 

04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel Avantgarde SE Auto. In light 
met blue, 89,000 miles .£4,695 


57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club 3-Dr. In silver, 54,000 miles, 

low insurance .£4,495 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Ghia 5-Dr. In black with leather, 

trim £30 road tax.£4,495 

04 MINI Cooper (Pepper). In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 

owner with a/c, very nice example.£4,495 

53 MINI One Automatic. In silver, 66,000 miles, with leather 

trim, panoramic roof etc .£4,495 

08 MAZDA 2 1.4TS2 3-dr. In red, nice bright local car at . . 

.£3,995 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In silver, low insurance 

with a/c, alloys, CD .£3,995 

57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles 

with a/c.Reduced to £3,995 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 3-Dr. In red, 61,000 miles, low 

insurance .£3,995 

57 MAZDA 6 TS2 2.0 Diesel (143) In pacific blue, 68,000 

miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

07 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Sport 5-Dr. In met grey, 59,000 miles . . 

.£3,995 



06SAAB9.3Ganvald3fe|liie(r15(9 

In black with cream leather 52,000 miles 

£4,995 


59 


TOYOTA Yaris T3 1.3 3-Dr. In black, 50,000 miles, with 

alloys .£3,995 

MERCEDES Cl 80 Kompressor SE Auto. In silver, 

fantastic value at.£3,995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In red, 55,000 miles, 2 owners, nice 

example at .£3,995 

07 CITROEN C2 Cool 1.4 In black, 32,000 miles, low 

insurance, bluetooth etc .£3,695 

LEXUS iS200 SE Automatic, In black, 62,000 miles, 2 

owners very nice example at.£3,695 

VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 Diesel (120) Life. In black, 

practical 7 seater at.£3,495 

RENAULT Megane 1.9 Diesel Convertable Dynamique In 

black, 50,000 miles with a/c.£3,495 

SMART FourTwo. In white (new shape), £30 road tax, 

low insurance .£3,295 

MAZDA 6 TS 2.0 5-Dr. In met blue, 74,000 miles, 
2 owners.£2,995 

54 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 T3 VVTi 3-dr. In silver, 78,000 miles. 

Stylish hatch.Reduced to £2,995 

SAAB 9.3 Aero 210 BHP. In black, 77,000 miles, very 

nice example at.£2,995 

VAUXHALL Meriva1.7 Diesel Enjoy In silver, 62,000 
miles .£2,995 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 GL-i-. In met blue, 31,000 miles, 2 

owners .£2,995 

SMART City Passion Convertible Auto. Red/silver, 

39,000 miles, 1 owner, FSH .£2,995 

FORD Fusion ‘3’ 1.6 In black, 18,000 miles, 1 local 

owner, with extras.£2,995 

JAGUAR X-Type 2.5 SE 4WD Auto. In ice blue with grey 
leather, 64,000 miles.£2,995 

55 CITROEN C4 1.4VT Coupe In black, 58,000 miles, low 

running costs .£2,495 

05 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression Auto 5-dr. In met red, 

56,000 miles.£2,695 

04 SUZUKI Ignis 1.5 Sport. In silver, 66,000 miles with 

Racaro seats, white alloys etc.£2,495 

SMART City Passion 700CL Auto. In met pink/silver, 

54,000 miles, nice example at.£2,495 

FIESTA 1.3 LX 5-Dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, 2 local 

owners, low insurance.£2,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.3 Finnese 5-dr. In red, 63,000 miles, 1 

local owner, low insurance.£1,995 

SKODA Fabia 1.4 16v Elegance 5-dr. In met blue with 
a/c, heated seats etc.Reduced to £1,695 
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09 HYUNDAI 2.0 Coupe S111 

Black Leather, 47,000 Miles 


£6,995 



60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec 

Bright met blue, 29,000 miles, 1 owner, 
fantastic mpg 

£6,795 



04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel 

Light met blue, 89,000 miles 

£4,695 


All cars su 

Just a small sel 


pplied 

fection of 


with new AAoT and 3 months RAC w^arranty. 

our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our vN7ebsite for full details. 


Rac 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT AH • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • MRT EXCHANGE 
WELCOME'OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH* ALL MAIOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN fT 




MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Dinas Powys battle 
to hard-fought win 


THE VALE’S TIM 
LANDS WINNER 
AT UTTOXETER 


THIS game between 
Cardiff Corinthians 
and Dinas Powys 
was played at a very 
fast pace with end to 
end play from the 
first whistle. 

Dinas forced the first 
corner taken by Nicky 
Bruce; the ball was half 
cleared to Dave Penikett 
who played it back into 
the six yard box but 
Corries' keeper James 
Lambert grabbed it as the 
Dinas forwards closed in. 
The hosts then forced a 
comer but the Dinas back 
four cleared the danger. 

Bmce, playing at left 
back, made progress 
down the line and put in a 
good cross to the far post 
where Carlos Indjai was 
waiting but, again, 
Lambert grabbed the ball 
as he was about to head it 
home. 

A spell of Dinas pres¬ 
sure ended with midfield¬ 
er Tony Herrin getting a 
shot on target but 
Lambert gathered it com¬ 
fortably and another 
chance came Dinas' way 
when a free kick by Dave 
Penikett reached his 
brother Paul, whose head¬ 
er beat Lambert but a 
defender headed the ball 
clear off the line. 

At the other end, the 
Corries had a chance 
when Steve Geen won the 
ball on the edge of the 
Dinas box but his effort 
was off target. 

On the 35 minute mark 
a diagonal free kick by 


Bmce reached midfielder 
Marc Bonet at the far post 
who headed on target but 
again Lambert was equal 
to it. 

However, just two 
minutes later Indjai made 
a good mn with the ball 
into the Corries box but 
was upended, the referee 
pointing to the penalty 
spot without hesitation 
and up stepped regular 
penalty taker Dimitri 
Fallas to slot the ball 
home low to the keeper’s 
left to give the visitors the 
lead. 

The Corries looked 
dangerous at times and a 
long range shot from 
Anthony Storer was gath¬ 
ered by Dinas keeper 
James Curtain. 

A couple of further 
chances came Dinas' way 
before halftime, a sweep¬ 
ing ball from Bonet into 
Indjai's path put him in 
with a good chance to 
extend their lead but his 
effort was off target. 

A through ball by 
Herrin found Fallas, who 
spun and shot, just shav¬ 
ing the right upright and 
just before the halftime 
whistle, Corries had their 
best chance, when a free 
kick by James Alloway 
brought a fine save from 
Curtain. 

Dinas were worthy of 
their slender lead but 
should have possibly had 
more than than one goal 
to show for their efforts. 

The game restarted in 
similar fashion, Dinas 
going on the attack early 


Bombers are 
impressive 


BARRY RFC 
under-9s hosted 
Llandaff RFC at 
home. 

The Bombers’ squad is 
now mnning at 22 play¬ 
ers and with game time 
proving to be limited 
each weekend, Llandaff 
kindly agreed to play two 
games so that all the 
players had a run out. To 
all the players credit, a 
fantastic display of rugby 
was seen by all. 

Llandaff proved to be 
be a very good side and 
soon closed down the 
Bombers with their tack¬ 
ling and direct running. 

However, the 

Bombers stuck to their 
game plan, to try and 
play open rugby, and 
were soon rewarded by a 
great try from Flynn 
Baker. This seemed to 
inspire the team and as a 
result a couple of quick 
tries from the Bombers 
were scored. 

A number of players 
had good games and 
showed their abilities 
well. In particular, for¬ 
wards Morgan Deyes, 
Morgan Dancey, 

Christian Parry and Evan 
Prosser all stood up to 
the Llandaff assualt. 

Both sides showed 
that they are capable of 
playing good rugby and 
that, as well as being able 
to bash up the middle, 
they showed that they are 


very good at spreading 
the ball through the 
hands which made for 
some very entertaining 
rugby. 

It was great to see cre¬ 
ative play and players 
looking to offload in the 
tackle area; a true credit 
to their clubs. 

Llandaff managed to 
pull away slightly in the 
last half and showed 
themselves to be a very 
good side. However, the 
Bombers can be extrem- 
ley pleased with their 
performance. 

A number of new 
Bombers showed that 
they are developing well 
and getting used to the 
new contact laws. There 
can be no doubt that the 
future looks good for this 
young team and the 
coaches and team man¬ 
agement would like to 
thank all of the parents 
for their continued sup¬ 
port and enthusiasm. 

This week sees the 
annual Christmas fun 
game - the coaches (in 
Santa costume) against 
the players. It is sure to 
be a a fantastic display of 
rugby as the coaches 
have been training hard 
to ensure they are not 
humiliated again! 

All are welcome and 
the fun starts at around 
11am on December 8. 

HD 


on forcing a comer taken 
by Bruce which Fallas 
could only get a glancing 
header on and the Corries 
defence cleared. 

A Dinas throw in found 
Paul Penikett on eight 
minutes but again his 
effort was just wide and a 
set piece at the other end 
brought an excellent save 
by Curtain from Geen. 

Both teams then intro¬ 
duced fresh legs, Barry 
King replacing Indjai for 
Dinas and Rhys Wood 
taking Leyton James' 
place for the Corries. 
Wood was soon in action 
with a shot from 20 yards 
that was just the wrong 
side of the post. 

Another free kick for 
Dinas by Bmce reached 
Penikett but his effort just 
skimmed the post. 

King then burst down 
the right wing and got a 
good cross in but was 
fouled and the referee 
blew up for a free kick 
which Lambert saved. 


again from Penikett at 
close range and the pres¬ 
sure continued from 
Dinas but they could not 
get that second goal. 

Fallas played King in 
who shot just over the bar 
from 18 yards and good 
inter-play from the hard 
working Dinas midfield 
of Bonet, Herrin and skip¬ 
per Paul Dawes led to 
King getting a shot in 
from close range but the 
hard-working Lambert 
again saved his effort. 

The visitors then 
brought on the experi¬ 
enced Danny Street for 
Bonet with 20 minutes 
remaining and the pres¬ 
sure continued; a Bmce 
comer was met by Herrin 
who failed to hit the target 
and Ben Ah-Mun then 
replaced Fallas for the last 
seven minutes, who had 
run himself into the 
ground. 

Good link-up play 
between Street and Herrin 
played Ah-Mun in but his 


New ladies^ 
captain 
at golf club 


ON November 26, 
Dinas Powys Golf 
Club ladies section 
welcomed their new 
lady captain, Mrs 
Angela Thomas, 
who completed a 
successful tradition¬ 
al drive-in. 

It was well supported 
by the ladies, who wish 
her a successful year of 
office during the cente¬ 
nary year of 2014. Sian 
Smith won the prize for 
nearest the ball. 

The ladies managed to 
play all their games 
despite some inclement 
weather, with the course 
staying in remarkably 
good condition. 

On November 5, 
Turkey Trot 2: First, 
Angela Thomas, 21 
points; second. Sue 
Bridle (18) on back 6 
from third, Lisa Ryley, 


(18) on back six from Pat 
Gosling. 

On November 12, 
Turkey Trot 3: First, 
Louise Wilding 39 net; 
second, Angela Brown 
34.5 net; third, Pat 
Gosling, 36 net. 

On November 19, 
Turkey Trot 4: First, 
Maxine Hird 21 points; 
second, Louise Wilding 
(18); third, Carolyn 
Jones, (17) on back nine 
from Lisa Ryley. 

On November 26, 
Turkey Trot 5: First, 
Louise Wilding, 40 net; 
second, Chris Nelms, 37 
net on countback from 
third, Pat Gosling. 

The ladies section are 
looking forward to their 
forthcoming nine-hole 
Mulled Wine and nine- 
hole Christmas Texas 
Scramble and brunch. 


SY 

Under-14s are on 
song in goal rout 


L L A N T W I T 
MAJOR under-14s 
rediscovered their 
scoring touch in an 
11-1 win away to 
Dinas Powys. 

Llantwit hit the 
ground running and 
scored in the first few 
minutes through Moses 
Gee after he was set up 
by Angus Mitchell. 

A hobbling Lewis 
Brown then made it two 
with a fine finish across 
the keeper before having 
to be substituted. Angus 
Mitchell then scored two 
quick goals to make it 
four before Laurence 
Bowman smashed in a 
long range stunner to 
ensure that the visitors 
went in at halftime 5-0 


up. 

A tactical change then 
saw man of the match 
Ben Boyd move into a 
more attacking position 
and he duly delivered 
four goals of his own 
with an outstanding dis¬ 
play of pace, power and 
finishing. 

Luke Beattie weighed 
in with the final two 
goals, one of which came 
off his backside from yet 
another Ben Boyd goal 
bound effort! 

Unfortunately for the 
team, they could not 
secure a second consecu¬ 
tive clean sheet, as 
Declan Ellis felled a 
Dinas attacker in the area 
and the resultant penalty 
was expertly dispatched. 

MB 


effort was too close to the 
keeper and a late scare 
came for the visitors 
when a powerful shot 
from out wide had 
Curtain scampering 
across his line but he 
gathered the ball and time 
ran out. 

Every Dinas player 
must be praised for this 
win, as they all gave 110 
per cent effort against a 
very fit Corries side. 

The team are in league 
action again on Saturday, 
December 7, to Caerleon 
with a 2pm kick off. 

Squad: 1 James 

Curtain, 2 James Marr, 3 
Nicky Bruce, 4 Dave 
Penikett, 5 James 
Bloxham, 6 Marc Bonet, 7 
Paul Dawes (c) 8 Tony 
Herrin, 9 Paul Penikett, 
10 Dimitri Fallas (1), 11 
Carlos Indjai, 12 Barry 
King, 14 Ryan Garland, 
15 Ben Ah-Mun, 16 
Danny Street. PK 


MY OH MOUNT 
BROWN, a six- 
year-old bay geld¬ 
ing trained by Tim 
Vaughan at 

Aberthin, won the 
handicap hurdle 
at Uttoxeter last 
Thursday in fine 
style coming home 
eight lengths 
ahead of Larteta 
after going clear 
between the last 
two obstacles. 

My Oh Mount Brown 
was ridden by Michael 
Byrne and was well 
backed at odds of 10-3. 

VALE HORSES’ 
SUCCESS 
Cock Of The Rock and 
Tachbury who are 
both owned and 
trained in the Vale, 
won their respective 


The Atoms are 
overpowered 


BARRY ATOMS 
hosted one of the 
toughest fixtures of 
the season against 
Llandaff. 

Eielding a side with 
some illness and knocks, 
we were still able to give 
a fair account and yet 
again we saw the benefit 
of having a large squad. 

The score did flatter as 
these boys continually 
tried to do the right thing, 
passing out into space, 
cutting in and probing 
continually. 

Strong forward play 
made sure we gained 
ground, but again we 
paid for a lot of hesita¬ 
tion. Llandaff were more 
than equal to the task and 
fielded a strong defence 
and lightning pace. 

In a fairly equal first 
half, we could not 
believe we were on the 
end of a three try deficit. 

It took until the second 


half to see an Atoms try, 
which came initially 
from a scrum, the ball 
passed out wide and 
slammed over by the 
powerful Couchy; this 
was converted by Daf. 

Unfortunately this was 
our only ray of sunshine 
on an otherwise grey day. 
Llandaff ran in some late 
tries as the effort of such 
a physical game took its 
toll. 

I can’t emphasise 
enough that this is a team 
game yet there were 
some fine individual per¬ 
formances; what is pleas¬ 
ing to see is these boys 
putting it all on the line 
for each other. 

Squad: Jamie, lestyn 
E, lestyn N, Rory, Owen, 
Couchy, Kaiden, Rhys 
Ethan, Daf, Fin, Cai, 
Jack R, Mason, Joe, Zak 
and Connor. 

Einal score Atoms 7, 
Llandaff 49. 

DD 


Goals galore 
for Rhoose 
under-15s 


RHOOSE under- 
15s looked to attack 
from the first whis¬ 
tle against Cogan B 
and opened the 
scoring when Josh 
Morgan was found 
in space by Dylan 
White, and his 
instinctive turn and 
strike found the top 
corner. 

Josh Brown was solid 
in the middle of the park 
and played a pinpoint 
pass into the path of 
Matt Cottington who 
used his blistering pace 
to pull away from the 
Cogan defence before 
unleashing an unstop¬ 
pable strike. 

Joshua Caveill 
worked tirelessly along¬ 


side Nick Peteras and 
Daniel Cope made some 
terrific runs down the 
wing. Cogan looked 
sharp on the break but 
came up against Joe 
Hopkins and Lee 
Bartlett, who thwarted 
each attack. 

Jay Coles was in great 
form and had a number 
of assists with both Matt 
Cottington and Josh 
Morgan grabbing a hat- 
trick. 

Tom Hubbard made a 
number of outstanding 
crosses and keeper Harry 
Morgan-Grant was 
called into action a num¬ 
ber of times. Patrick 
O’Carroll scored his first 
of the season with a bril¬ 
liantly executed spot 
kick. 

MB 


races at the Black 
Forest Lodge Point- 
T o - P o i n t 
Steeplechases at Black 
Forest Lodge last 
Sunday, which saw 
the start of the 
2013/14 hunt racing 
season. 

Cock Of The Rock, 
owned by Pyle’s David 
Brace OBE, took the 
members race under 
Bradley Gibbs and 
Tachbury owned by 
Cowbridge’s Julie 
Williams, won the 
intermediate race. 

Cock Of The Rock, 


an eight-year-old bay 
gelding, and a three 
times winner under 
rules when ridden by 
champion jockey A P 
McCoy, is a former 
inmate of Keith 
Goldsworthy's yard and 
won by a length from 
Minella Stars. 

Another Vale horse, 
Phil Dando’s Driftwood 
Haze, finished third. 

Tachbury, who was 
partnered by Ed 
Barrett, came home six 
lengths clear of 
Waddington Hero. 

BRIAN LEE 


Ryan boxes 
oh so clever! 



LLANTWIT MAJOR boxing club contin¬ 
ued their recent success through 14-year- 
old Ryan Hughes of Rhoose (above). 

In only his sixth bout he was up against previous 
opponent Clayton Cook Somerton of ABC Newport. 

After a very close contest at Barry Island Sports 
and Social Club last season, Ryan was keen to 
impress, as he has been invited to train with the 
Welsh development squad in Bridgend. 

In the opening round, Ryan showed that he had 
improved since they last met, showing superior 
skills, connecting clearly with straight one-two com¬ 
binations. 

After three rounds, his fitness and boxing brain 
proved too much for his opponent, earning him a 
well deserved win on all three judges’ scorecards. 

MD 


COWBRIDGE 
DARTS LEAGUE 


ON Tuesday, 

November 26, the 
top two teams main¬ 
tained their high 
scoring start to the 
season, Llanharry 
beating the Cross 
Inn and Edmondes 
B beating the 
Edmondes C both 
by the same 8-1 
margin. 

This enabled the Hare 
and Hounds to close the 
gap to the Edmondes C. 
They defeated the 
Highwayman Inn 7-2, in 
a match in which Simon 
Reader (Hare and 
Hounds) hit a 180. The 
Star Inn lost 3-6 to the 
Earmers Arms and 
Edmondes A defeated the 
Old Post Ladies 7-2. 

Present league stand¬ 
ings, after seven match¬ 
es, are: Llanharry (55 
points), Edmondes B 
(48), Edmondes C (37), 
Hare and Hounds (34), 
Edmondes A (32), 


Earmers Arms (31), 
Highwayman Inn (28), 
Cross Inn (26), Old Post 
Ladies (11), The Star Inn 
(4). 

Next Tuesday, 

December 10, there is a 
full schedule of league 
matches, the last before 
the Christmas break. 

The Edmondes B play 
the Edmondes A, the 
Earmers Arms hosts 
Llanharry, the Star Inn 
hosts the Edmondes C, 
the Cross Inn hosts the 
Hare and Hounds and the 
Highwayman Inn hosts 
the Old Post Ladies. 

Note that all teams can 
register new players until 
the New Year, so if you 
wish to play darts this 
season get in touch - but 
time is running out! 

Eor further informa¬ 
tion e-mail Paul at cow- 
bridgedarts @ gmail.com; 
up-to-date information 
can be found on the web- 
site: 
www.darts.apsn.co.uk. 

PJT 
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Familiar post-match dejection, but the 
Welsh players can take pride in a 
performance that did not fall short on effort 






26-30; That elusive southern hemisphere 
scalp must wait for yet another day... 

FOILED AGAIN. BUT NO NEED 
FOR WALES TO LOSE HEART! 


BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 



^^Sorry, but you ^ve just handed the 
series to Australia!” crowed former 
Wallaby star David Campese on the 
eve of the third and final Lions Test 
in Sydney, after the tourists’ head 
coach Warren Gatland announced a 
team crammed with 10 Welshmen - 
and another on the replacements 
bench. 

This had unleashed a furious backlash in 
the media and a torrent of personal abuse 
online, with the former All Black hooker, now 
coach of Wales, pilloried for “blind bias” and 
for “getting the selection all wrong” - partic¬ 
ularly the omission of Ireland’s favourite son, 
Brian O’Driscoll, in favour of Welsh rival 
Jonathan Davies. 

The young Scarlets centre had been made 
to feel like “public enemy number one”, while 
team mate George North said later - “There 
had been a lot of negativity over the number of 
Welshmen in the side. ” 

The New Zealander himself admitted - “/ 
was shocked at the vitriolic criticism... It was 
tough on me personally”. 

His judgement was to be fully vindicated 
with the Welsh-dominated Lions’ stunning 
41-16 triumph to win the Test series 2-1, and 
the critics were grudgingly forced to eat their 
words - though for some it still rankles! 

On Saturday, Gatland and many of the 
players who triumphed on that epic day in 
July, were aiming to prove they could repeat 
the feat - this time in the red of Wales - and 
finally break the southern hemisphere’s 
stranglehold, including eight consecutive 
defeats to Australia, in the last of the autumn 
Tests at the Millennium Stadium. 

For the still-smarting Wallabies, the added 
incentive was to partly avenge that humiliat¬ 
ing Lions defeat, and end their tour on a win¬ 
ning note by reasserting their dominance 
over Wales, before the two clash at the Rugby 
World Cup in 2015. 

Thus the stage was set for another close- 
fought encounter that pulsated with drama 
and excitement from the very outset, but 
ended with Wales again being frustratingly 
edged out for the ninth time by a handful of 


points - the final scoreboard reading 26-30. 

Within a minute of the start, the crowd 
were brought to their feet when George 
North was set free down the left wing, chip¬ 
ping ahead (almost in the style of ‘JJ’) and 
winning the race to the touchdown for a try 
in the corner converted by Leigh Halfpenny, 
who minutes later added a penalty for a 10- 
point lead. 

The Wallabies own sharpshooter, centre 
Christian Leali’ifano, reduced the arrears 
after Wales were penalised in front of their 
posts, and a dangerous Australian attack was 
then only thwarted by a fumbled pass yards 
from the line and a relieving kick to touch by 
Halfpenny - who three minutes later heaved 
his side into a 13-3 lead with a monster place 
kick from almost halfway. 

The cheers had barely died away when 
another razor-sharp Australian attack saw 
Leali’ifano cross over for a try he converted 
himself, after robust Wales hooker Richard 
Hibbard lost possession on a typical charge 
deep in his own half - and in the blink of an 
eye, the men from Oz were just three points 
behind. 

Halfpenny had a chance to stretch the 
home side’s lead, but his penalty attempt hit 


an upright, before outside half Dan Biggar 
made it 16-10, only to be dispatched to the sin 
bin almost on the stroke of halftime, in what 
was to be, arguably, a game-changing 
moment. Once again, the quicksilver 
Australian attack slipped smoothly into gear 
- and this time it was danger man Israel 
Folau who entered the line from full back to 
touch down. Leali’ifano again added the con¬ 
version, to put the visitors ahead for the first 
time, 17-16 at the changeover. 

Within two minutes of the resumption, 
Leali’ifano stepped up again to add a further 
three points when hard-pressed Wales were 
penalised, and worse was to follow when 
wing Joe Tomane crossed over for a contro¬ 
versial try, disputed by Gatland for a for¬ 
ward pass. 

Leali’ifano’s conversion and then a success¬ 
ful penalty appeared to take the game beyond 
Welsh reach at 30-16, with just over 20 min¬ 
utes left on the clock. 

However, to their credit, a rearranged 
Wales side battled on - North, now in the 
centre, suddenly bringing renewed hope with 
his second try, brushing off defenders to 
touch down under the posts - the conversion 
narrowing the deficit to seven points. 


With both sides throwing on replacements, 
and time fast running out, determined Welsh 
pressure told when they were awarded a 
penalty, slotted over by Rhys Priestland, and 
at 26-30, everyone in the ground knew that 
this was to be yet another epic nail-biter, 
going right down to the wire, between two 
sides who had given everything for the cause. 

...And the drama was not yet over, as first 
Australia failed with an attempted drop goal, 
and then another controversial incident saw 
their brilliant playmaker, Quade Cooper, 
receive a yellow card after appearing to 
impede a move with the line seemingly at 
North’s mercy - and once again, a brave 
Welsh bid to gain that elusive southern hemi¬ 
sphere scalp had fallen agonisingly short at 
the death. 

This though has to be seen in perspective, 
for what cannot be denied is the truly 
remarkable progress made in just five years 
under Gatland, with a now highly-competi- 
tive squad which has two Grand Slams, 

Triple Crowns and championship titles 
already in the trophy cabinet. 

Last week’s column concluded: "Who can 
deny that, notwithstanding the list of walking 
wounded, they are better equipped than any 
(Welsh) side since the golden 70s to loosen the iron 
grip exerted by the southern hemisphere giants - 
and finally end the long, frustrating cycle of hero¬ 
ic narrow defeats ’ 

Alas, it was not to be on this occasion. We 
will now have to wait a little longer, but 
notwithstanding the inevitable frustration 
over Saturday’s ninth narrow loss to 
Australia, and a disappointing ‘friendly’ 
autumn series that has seen just two wins 
against Argentina and Tonga, there is much 
to take heart from, as the Welsh camp plot 
more pressing matters in the spring - the Six 
Nations - and then the eagerly-awaited run- 
in to the Rugby World Cup. 

• Meanwhile, the sorry saga of the English 
premiership clubs’bid to seize power and con¬ 
trol of European rugby, by imposing a rival 
competition to the Heineken Cup, took a dra¬ 
matic turn with the Erench ligue’s capitulation 
to their national ruling body - leaving their 
erstwhile English allies high and dry... 

What comes next? Watch this space! 



























